
Update – March 25, 2020 
 
Parents & Patrons, 
 
I am sure there is a lot of anxiety and confusion regarding Governor Little’s statewide “stay-home” 
order.  I must clearly communicate that this order only impacts NON-ESSENTIAL services.  I have been 
in contact with the Governor’s Office, the State Board of Education, and the State Department of 
Education; all of whom assured me schools, and in particular, meal deliveries ARE AN ESSENTIAL 
SERVICE.  As I communicated in a previous update, my number one priority through all of this is to 
ensure NO CHILD GOES WITHOUT A MEAL.  The number of meals we have served are as follows:  Day 1 
= 2,223; Day 2 = 2,615; Day 3 = 2,562.  Maybe I am wrong, but I feel that clearly demonstrates we are 
providing an essential service.   
 
For the time being, the Blackfoot School District will continue to deliver meals and provide meals as a 
“Grab n’ Go” option.  With that in mind, we will be implementing new guidelines for the distribution of 
meals.  We must observe proper social distancing at the bus stops.  We can no longer have children 
waiting in groups for the bus to arrive.  PLEASE, PLEASE help your children stay 6 feet apart from any 
other children that are not family members.  I will be instructing our buses to wait longer at each bus 
stop to ensure there is enough time for children to come and get their meals.  I will be instructing staff 
members to place the needed number of meals on the ground at each bus stop.  The staff members 
will then get back on the bus and wait until each meal has been picked up.  Please help your children 
be patient.  It is our intention to have enough meals for all who desire.  Once all the meals have been 
collected, the bus will continue on to the next step.  I imagine this will add a little more time to each 
route, but it is the best procedure I can think of to adhere to the Governor’s guidance. 
 
It is my intent on continuing to provide academic materials to students and families.  However, with 
this new guidance, we will likely need to revise how that takes place.  Please forgive me if you disagree 
with my first priority of ensuring our children have meals, but we will do our best to get the 
educational material back on track as soon as we can.  Regarding Special Education packets, we will do 
our best to deliver those tomorrow.  If we are unsuccessful, we will look at other means of delivery 
including potentially mailing out those packets. 
 
In closing, I will continue to assert my belief that feeding our children is an ESSENTIAL SERVICE.  I have 
been assured we will receive more guidance from the Governor which will corroborate that belief.  We 
want to continue to be a support to our community during these troubling times.  If, for any reason, 
you need to communicate with a school, please call the school.  We have setup the voicemails to be 
forwarded directly to the emails of administrators and/or secretaries.  I have asked them to respond, 
but please be understanding if it takes some time.  Please be patient with us as we do our best and 
please be supportive of us in our effort to help our community. 
 
God Be With You! 
 
Brian Kress 


