
Update – 03/02/21 
 

Parents & Patrons, 
 

As we approach the end of our 2nd trimester, I still have to stop and pinch myself every so often to 
make sure it’s real.  At the end of this week, we will have completed 2/3 of the school year.  I am so 
proud to say that for all but four (4) weeks of that time we have been in full face-to-face instruction in 
our schools.  I have the great pleasure of attending a question-and-answer session with our local 
legislators each Tuesday morning.  May I first say, that I am grateful that our legislators agree to show 
up every Tuesday morning at 7:00 A.M. to discuss issues with local patrons.  We never agree on 
everything, but I so appreciate the conversations and dialogue that takes place.  Last week during the 
session, I had the pleasure of hearing from one of our very own teachers as he discussed a concern 
with our legislators, thank you Mr. Liam Pope.  His words reminded me of what we have been through 
the past twelve (12) months.  He reminded me that the media gives a lot of press to districts who are 
struggling to reopen, while the majority of districts, teachers, and staff have been back in school since 
the start of the school year.  He expressed that it has not always been easy, but that he and his 
colleagues have worked tirelessly to be there for their students.  Today, I wish to echo his sentiment.   
 

As I reflect on the past twelve (12) months, I must express my complete and utter appreciation for the 
staff of the Blackfoot School District.  I know the past year has not been easy.  There has been much 
anxiety and stress added to our already busy lives, but I am so proud and pleased in how you have 
responded.  I know that some of my early decisions may have given you whiplash, but your trust and 
support has meant more to me than you will ever know.  I am so excited for the last 1/3 of the school 
year.  The weather is starting to warm up and restrictions are beginning to be loosened.  You deserve 
for things to start returning to normal and for the “joy” to come back to education.  I am looking 
forward to an exciting three (3) months as we bring this unique school year to a close.  Thank you for 
all that you have done!  You have been the glue that has kept our community together through this 
past year. 
 

Last March was nothing short of insane.  I truly have no idea how we survived last spring.  Information 
was not only changing by the day, but often by the hour.  I truly believe the only reason we survived is 
because we came together.  It didn’t matter which school you went to; it didn’t matter if you went to a 
different district or a charter school, our staff was there to support you during those unprecedented 
times.  This March, I am every bit as emotional as I was a year ago.  However, the cause is very, very 
different.  We have an opportunity to once again set Blackfoot apart.  March 9th is what I call B-day 
(Blackfoot Day).  In one week, our patrons will be asked to consider a bond and supplemental levy 
proposed by our school board.  As a superintendent, I am only allowed to educate, I cannot advocate.  
During my time as superintendent, I have not been perfect, I have made mistakes.  However, I hope 
you have come to see me as a student advocate and a community advocate.  I hope you understand 
my recommendation to the school board regarding these two proposals is truly me trying to fulfil those 
two roles.  Please know that B-day, March 9th, is one week away.  Polls will be open from 8:00 A.M. to 
8:00 P.M.  If you have any questions or concerns regarding either of these two measures, please feel 
free to reach out to me:  kresb@d55.k12.id.us or 208-785-8800 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brian Kress 
Superintendent of Schools 
Blackfoot School District #55 


