Board of Trustees' Meeting
District Office
270 East Bridge Street

September 16, 2021
6:00 p.m.

Blackfoot, Idaho
Minutes

Vice Chairwoman Mary Jo Marlow called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Mrs. Marlow welcomed the
audience and led them in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members in attendance were
Chairwoman Bonnie Hepworth (via Zoom), Vice-Chairperson Mary Jo Marlow, Treasurer Sonya Harris
and Trustee Karen Driscoll. Also in attendance were Superintendent Brian Kress, Assistant
Superintendent Ryan Wilson, Board Clerk JaNae Smith, Teresa Rowe, Joy Mickelsen, Lynette Carter,
Amy Wren, Angelen Parrish, John Craven, Angela Craven, David Boyer, Vicki Chase, Roy Chiappini,
Cleon Chapman,Kim Jepperson, Ashley Stalder, Kimberley Sykes, Katie Mcdonald, Randy Powell, Jake
Johnson, Mike Johnson, Debbie Johnson, and 3 virtual participants.
Public Forum -Two individuals came forward during the Public Forum. Ms. Ashley Stalder spoke about
Critical Race Theory and Sex Education. Ms. Angelen Parrish presented information on the HansenCapellan Endowment for Speech Arts.
Superintendent Update (Information)- Mr. Kress stated that school is now on week 4. Temperatures
are dropping, and routines are developing. Everything is going very well in our schools. Student
attendance has been averaging in the low 90's. Families are taking responsibility for their children's
health. When we are not able to obtain subs, classified staff and teachers are stepping in to cover classes.
We can always use more substitutes. We are struggling with the supply chain, especially in our Child
Nutrition Program. It may not be what's on the menu, but every day our students will be fed.

July and August Financial Reports(Information)- Ms. Rowe presented the July and August financial
reports(see attachment A and B).
Board Policy 644: Controversial Issues (Information)- Mr. Wilson explained that in last month's
board meeting. Board Policy 606: Selection ofCurriculum Materials brought up the need to include similar
verbiage regarding controversial issues in instruction in Board Policy 644: Controversial Issues. Mr. BCress
said this policy will be presented to teachers at the beginning ofeach school year.
Vaping Prevention Curriculum (Information)-Mr. Kress introduced Mrs. Katie Mcdonald and Randy
Powell from Bingham Health. Mrs. Mcdonald presented information on the percentages of vape usage
among students and an overview of the grant-funded Vaping Prevention Program which would be in
collaboration with teachers. Parental consent forms will need to be signed. The purpose ofthe program is

to bring tobacco prevention and awareness education to elementary schools in the district.
November Trustee Election (Information)- Mr. Kress notified the board ofthe candidates who will be
running in the November 2nd election. Zone 1 candidates are Kevin Callahan and Lee Griffin, Zone 4
candidates are Sonya Harris and Cleon Chapman. Zone 5 candidates are Mary Jo Marlow and Ronda
Cheatham.

November Board Meeting (Information) - Mr. Kress said most of the board members will be in
attendance at the ISBA convention, which will be during the time of the scheduled board meeting in
November. He asked them to think about rescheduling or possibly canceling the November board meeting.
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Public Input Meeting for ESSER III Funds(Information)- Mr. Kress said that the district is required
to have a public input meeting regarding the safe return plan and the usage of the ESSER in funds. He
will be scheduling a meeting to receive public input and will let the public know when the meeting will
be held.

Board Meeting Discussion (Action)- Mr. Kress said there are options on locations where the board can
hold their meeting and also social distance. Blackfoot Heritage Sixth Grade was a consideration, but it is
an echo chamber. He recommended the board meetings be held at Ridge Crest Elementary Gymnasium
or in the board room. Mrs. Marlow asked if there would be an option to Zoom the meeting at Ridge Crest
Elementary? Yes, but the set-up would not be as nice as it is in the board room. They discussed meeting
in the Ridge Crest gym. Mrs. Harris said that the information needs to be advertised if the meeting is
relocated. Mrs. Sonya Harris moved that the board of trustees relocate the board meetings to be held at
Ridge Crest Elementary until such time as social distancing is no longer recommended. Mrs. Karen
Driscoll seconded the motion. All ayes. The motion carried.
Fall 2021 Safe Return Plan (Action) - Mr. Kress presented the Fall 2021 Safe Return Plan as an
informational item last month. Based on recommendations from the board and public input, Mr. Kress
highlighted the changes. The school board will make decisions based on COVID cases at the school level.
The district will consult with Southeast Idaho Public Health, but the district is not required to follow their
plan. The plan is posted on the district website. It will be reviewed again in 6 months. It is a fluid, living
document. Mrs. Karen Driscoll moved that the board of trustees approve the Fall 2021 Safe Return Plan
as presented by Superintendent Kress. Mrs. Sonya Harris seconded the motion. All ayes. The motion
carried.

Continuous Improvement Plan (Action)- Mr. Kress explained that the Continuous Improvement Plan
was an informational item last month. The plan is required by the state. The state has given approval that
the plan can be the same narrative as last year. Mrs. Harris has asked about a curriculum list and how the
list should be requested. Mr. Kress recommended a public records request. After some discussion, they
decided the list should be available on the district's website. Mrs. Sonya Harris moved that the board of
trustees approve the Continuous Improvement Plan as presented by Superintendent Kress. Mrs. Karen
Driscoll seconded the motion. All ayes. The motion carried.
Board Policy 656: Sex Education (Action)- Mr. Kress stated that the policy was presented last month

as information and is being brought forward tonight as an action item. The policy will be sent out to staff
and then reviewed annually. Mrs. Karen Driscoll moved that the board of trustees approve Board Policy
656: Sex Education as presented in written format. Mrs. Sonya Harris seconded the motion. All ayes. The
motion carried.

Joint Vaping Litigation (Action)- Last month Mr. Kress gave them information on JUUL litigation.
Joining the litigation will not cost the district, but if there is a settlement the district would receive a
portion. Mr. Kress recommended to the board that the school district join the litigation. Mrs. Sonya Harris
moved whereas, the district recognized that vaping is a national and local problem impacting upon student
health and the disciplinary operation ofthe district; and whereas multi-district litigation is pending against
JUUL, as well as its shareholders in Federal Court; and whereas the board of trustees having considered
the inclusion of the district in this multi-district litigation and having found it to be in the best interest of
the district and its students, I hereby move that the board take all necessary steps to join this lawsuit as a
Plaintiff against JUUL and direct the Board's Chairman and/or Superintendent to execute all appropriate
documents to that end. Mrs. Karen Driscoll seconded the motion. All ayes. The motion carried.
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