Board ofTrustees' Meeting

April 15,2021

District Office
270 East Bridge Street
Blackfoot, Idaho

6:00 p.m.

Minutes

Chairwoman Bonnie Hepworth called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. She welcomed the
audience and led them in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members in attendance were
Chairwoman Bonnie Hepworth, Vice-Chairwoman Mary Jo Marlow, Treasurer Sonya. Harris,
Trustee Karen Driscoll and Trustee Dewane Wren. Also in attendance were Superintendent Brian
Kress, Assistant Superintendent Ryan Wilson, Board Clerk JaNae Smith, Joy Mickelsen, Lynette
Carter, Teresa Rowe,^Madi Simpson, Christa Stuffiebeam, Paige Hyde, Lori Kay, Brenda
Thibeault, Katie Thibeault, Vicki Chase, Liam Martin, Liam Pope, Chelsey Arave, Amy Wren,
Steve Martin, Eulalie Christensen, Venessa Shutes, Ryan Shutes, Emilee Murdoch, Don Hong,
Leif Watson, Teresa Watson, Samantha Pharis, Sidnee Menefee, Olivia Hyde, Ayla Nichols,
DeeLane Worley, Amelia Robinson, Lacy Hong, Heather Grimmett, Abbie Robinson, Linda
Beauvais, Ronna Park, Kelsey Callister, Kambri Johns, and Mia Johansen.

Mr.Kress stated that there was a need to amend the agenda to add Item C,2b. Superintendent/Board
Correspondence. Mrs. Mary Jo Marlow moved that the board of trustees amend the agenda and
add item C,2b. Superintendent/Board Correspondence. The good faith reason is the
correspondence took place after the agenda was posted. Mr. Wren seconded the motion. All ayes.
The motion carried.

Mrs. Hepworth recognized the MVMS Gifted Talented History Students. Mrs. Vicki Chase
explained the History Projects, benefits ofthe program and student successes. In 2020,there were
17 students who qualified for the State Contest and 6 students who qualified for the National
Contest. This year all Blackfoot entries received awards at the regional contest. The state contest
is May 1,2021. Christa Stuffiebeam and BHS cheerleaders were also recognized. They placed in
every routine with a third place overall in the State Championship. They are the only all-girl team
to place in the all-around. Mr. Kress told them they have elevated Bronco Pride and expressed
appreciation to them.
Public Forum - Mrs. Emilie Murdoch, Ms. Eulalie Christensen, and Mrs. Amy Wren came

forward during public forum. Mrs. Murdoch would like the board to have an opt-in policy instead
ofthe current opt-out one for human sexuality education. Ms. Christensen is concerned with what
is being taught to our children. She has been on curriculum boards and would like to help. She
would also like to see an opt-in policy. Mrs. Amy Wren gave a message of hope. She would like
to see her teaching profession be valued.
Superintendent Update (Information)- Mr. Kress said that springtime is trying to get here.
Baseball played out in the rain yesterday. The third trimester is in full swing. He told about the
BHS SAT testing that took place in the new gymnasium. He gave a shout out to the
Senior/Freshman Service Day. There were 2400 hours of service given by the BHS students. The
end ofschool is almost here.
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March Financial Report(Information)- Ms. Rowe gave the March financial report. At the end
of her report, it was noted that the amount for FY21 Revenue to Date and FY20 Actual Revenue

thru 3/31/2020 was the same amount. Ms. Rowe said it looked like a clerical error. (See
attachment.)Note:Prior to the end ofthe board meeting Ms. Rowe gave board members a revised
Cash Flow Statement.

Superintendent/Board Correspondence(Information)- Mr. Kress stated that he had
correspondence with the board this week, and he read the emails to them as follows:
"4/13/2021 Board Members,
It came to my action over the weekend via social media, and also information was shared with

me yesterday, that there is concern that we are currently teaching literature that contains
pornographic material to our secondary students. This is an accusation I took VERY seriously.
Today I met with the English Language Arts Department from Mountain View Middle School, I
plan to meet with the same department from Blackfoot High School tomorrow. I asked them if
they had taught,in the past two years, any material that could be perceived as pornographic in
nature. Each ofthe teachers answered with a resounding NO. One teacher even made the
comment that she was well aware ofthe values and conservative nature ofour community and
that there is no way she would open that can of worms. I followed up that I had been informed
that some ofthe supplemental materials and libraries contained pomographic
content. According to what I was told, complete novels ofa supplemental nature cannot be
completely accessed by a student unless it has been assigned by a teacher. There are small
excerpts of novels, but from what I was told nothing pomographic in nature. Having leamed
that, I will be seeking clarity from the curriculum companies regarding what students can and
cannot access. Regarding the use ofsupplemental material and novels, the teachers stated they
barely have enough time to cover the main source material and there is no time for the use of
supplemental materials. I believe what was told to me by our teachers.
As I stated, I will be speaking with the BHS ELA department tomorrow to cover the same
ground. I also reached out to a colleague, he has served as a mentor of mine,to seek ifthey had
experienced the same sort ofthing. He gave me some great advice that I will share when it
comes time to hear a recommendation from our curriculum committee. Regarding that
committee, there was a flaw in the membership of that committee. When I became aware ofthe
flaw, I asked it to be rectified. I am pleased to say that it has been corrected. We will now have
4 parents to help review the curriculum. The parents would be ethnically classified as: 2
Caucasians, 1 Native American, and 1 mixed race. The socio-economic and religious
background ofthese 4 parents is also diverse. I would say that it is a cross section of our
community. This group has a HUGE challenge ahead ofthem, and I do not envy them at all. I
am not sure when a recommendation will come,but I will ask that it be placed on the board
agenda as soon as it has been made.
I will report back to you tomorrow regarding the discussion I have at BHS. I will not condone
pomographic material being used in our classrooms. I will do my very best to better understand
this situation. As always, please feel free to contact me with any concems or questions.
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