Board of Trustees’ Meeting May 22, 2025
District Office 6:30 p.m.
270 East Bridge Street
Blackfoot, Idaho

Minutes

Chairwoman Bonnie Hepworth called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Mrs. Hepworth welcomed the
audience and led them in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

Board members in attendance were Chairwoman Bonnie Hepworth, Vice Chairman Carlos Mercado,
Treasurer Cleon Chapman, Trustee Mary Jo Marlow, and Trustee Kevin Callahan. Also in attendance
were Superintendent Brian Kress, Assistant Superintendent Ryan Wilson, Board Clerk Jennifer Hatch,
Teresa Rowe, Josh Torngren, Ronna Park, Christy Bissonnette, Shelley Nash, Russ Nash, Joy Mickelsen,
Jan Neish, and Heidi Cornell.

Approval of the Agenda- There were no changes to the posted agenda.

Recognition of Staff Member- Shelley Nash, a math teacher at Independence High School, was
nominated for the Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching. There were
3 finalists in the state of Idaho. Mrs. Nash spoke about how much she loves her job and making a difference
in the lives of kids. She loves instilling confidence in the lives of students.

Public Forum — No one came forward during public forum.

Superintendent Update (Information) — Today was our annual Senior Walk for graduates of the
Blackfoot School district. The seniors visited all of the schools in the district. We had participants at the
state spring sports tournaments last weekend. Construction is going well. Now that work has moved
mostly inside it is not as easy to see, but work is happening. Mr. Kress thanked the board for giving the
students an extra day off at the end of the year. The students are very happy.

Supplemental Levy Update (Information) — Our 2.4-million-dollar levy passed by 65%. We saw about
300 more votes cast. We are so thankful for the support from our community. The board would like to
discuss the reasons that we saw so much social media negativity online. We try to be open and transparent
and would like to think of ways to do better. We need to make sure people understand the difference
between a bond and a levy. A disadvantage that school districts have is that we cannot campaign, we can
only educate. We could create a committee of patrons to help get the word out to the community. Mr.
Chapman feels like the community needs to be made aware of the ramifications that would have happened
if the levy had failed. Our community has supported the supplemental levy for almost 40 years.

April Financial Report (Information) — We have had a busy few weeks and were not able to get the
finance report done. The April and May reports will be presented in the June board meeting.

Graduation Ceremonies (Information) — Blackfoot High School’s graduation ceremonies will be on
May 29" at 7:00pm. Independence High School graduation ceremonies will be on May 30" at 1:00pm.
Blackfoot Online Ji/Sr School’s graduation ceremonies will be on May 30" at 6:00pm. All ceremonies
will be held at the Blackfoot Performing Arts Center. Ms. Mickelsen shared a poster of all the Native
American graduates from all of our high schools. It will be displayed at the tribal business center. We
have 87% of our Native Students who graduate.
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Student Checkout Protocol Survey (Information) — Mr. Kress passed out an example survey that he
would like to share with the Riverbend parents. The board would like feedback on the implementation of
this protocol for the 2025-26 school year. Other schools had the opportunity to opt-in for the checkout
protocol; it was a requirement at Riverbend Elementary.

Request Permission for School Meal Price Increases (Action) — This was presented as an information
item in the April board meeting. The price increases were modest for the students. There were no further
questions or discussion. Mr. Chapman moved that the board of trustees approve the request for the School
Meal Price Increases as presented in written form. Mr. Mercado seconded the motion. All approved.

Request Permission for Sale of Property (Action) — Last month a .27-acre plot was discussed. Mr.
Wilson met with a buyer and agreed on a price of $15,000 with the buyer taking care of all associated
fees. Mrs. Marlow moved that the board of trustees approve the Sale of Property as presented by Mr.
Wilson. Mr. Callahan seconded the motion. All approved.

Request Permission for Financial Audit (Action) — Ms. Rowe requested permission to have WIPFLI
conduct our annual financial audit for the Blackfoot School District. The auditors will be in our office in
August. They will start collecting information in June. Mr. Mercado moved that the board of trustees
approve the request for the district’s financial audit to be conducted by WIPFLI. Mr. Callahan seconded
the motion. All approved.

Paper Bid Results (Action) — Mrs. Bissonnette passed out information regarding the bid. Contract Paper
Group came in with the best price. This is who we used last year as well. Mr. Chapman moved that the
board of trustees approve awarding the paper bids as recommended by Mrs. Bissonnette. Mr. Mercado
seconded the motion. All approved.

SVPP Grant (Action) — Mr. Wilson presented information about the School Violence Prevention
Program. This is a nationwide federal grant for $500,000. This grant focuses on readiness and emergency
management for schools. The intent would be to install working PA systems through the schools. These
could be used for everyday use, but in the event of an emergency this system would be critical. Mr.
Callahan moved that the board of trustees approve moving forward with the application process for the
SVPP Grant as presented by Mr. Wilson. Mrs. Marlow seconded the motion. All approved.

Motion to Executive Session (Action) — Mr. Mercado moved that the board of trustees recess into
executive session in the manner and for the purposes authorized by Section 74-206, Idaho Code (1) (a)
to consider hiring a public officer, employee, staff member or individual agent, (b) to consider the
evaluation, dismissal or disciplining of, or to hear complaints or charges brought against, a public
officer, employee, staff member or individual agent, or public school student. Mr. Chapman seconded
the motion.

Mrs. Hepworth noted that this is proper business for consideration in executive session as per Idaho
Code 74-206. All board members in attendance voted in the affirmative in a roll call vote. Mrs.
Hepworth — aye. Mr. Mercado — aye. Mr. Chapman — aye. Mrs. Marlow — aye. Mr. Callahan — aye. The
motion passed.
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Executive Session May 22, 2025
7:17 p.m.

Mr. Kress presented the personnel recommendations. The board met regarding Mr. Kress’ evaluation
and contract. Compensation for the Superintendent and Administrators was discussed. Discussion was
also held regarding the 2025-26 Negotiated Agreement.

The board reconvened into open session at 10:00 p.m.

Superintendent Evaluation and Contract (Action) — There was no further discussion. Mr. Mercado
moved that the board of trustees approve Superintendent Brian Kress’s evaluation and extend his
superintendent contract for 1 (one) additional year. Mr. Chapman seconded the motion. All approved.

Ratification of the 2025-26 Negotiated (Action) — There was no further discussion. Mrs. Marlow moved
that the board of trustees ratify the 2025-26 Negotiated Agreement between the Blackfoot Education
Association and the Blackfoot School District No. 55 Board of Trustees with an annual average increase
in teacher salaries of 5%. Mr. Mercado seconded the motion. All approved.

Compensation for the Administrators (Action) — There was no further discussion. Mr. Mercado moved
that the board of trustees approve giving the administrators, excluding the superintendent, an increase of
4% annually for the 2025-26 school year. Mr. Callahan seconded the motion. All approved.

Compensation for the Superintendent (Action) — There was no further discussion. Mr. Callahan moved
that the board of trustees approve issuing the superintendent an increase of 3% annually for his 2025-26
contract. Mrs. Marlow seconded the motion. All approved.

Consent Agenda (Action) — Mrs. Hepworth asked if there were any questions regarding items on the
consent agenda. Mr. Chapman moved that the board of trustees approve the prior board minutes, personnel
recommendations with the declaration of the area of need as they appear below in these minutes, the
payment of April bills, the student trips, and BPAC events. Mr. Callahan seconded the motion. All
approved. The motion passed.

PERSONNEL RECOMMENDATIONS May 22, 2025
New Hires Position Location

Elenna Beasley-Eldridge Classroom Para (3™ grade) FH

Heidi Harmon Math Teacher BHS

New Hires within District = From To

Paola Adrignola Special Education Para- BHS Extended Resource Room Para-
BHS

Jordyn Monroe Special Education Para- MVMS Extended Resource Room Para-
BHS

Transfers From To

Casey Hostert SLPA/SpEd Teacher- DW/BOSS Speech Language Pathologist- DW
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Extracurricular
Camryn Cottrell

Jacob “Quinn” Dayley
Jason Taylor

Josh Wells

Resignations/Retirements

Position

Soccer Girls’ Varsity Head Coach
Football Assistant
Football Assistant
Football Assistant

Position

Janet Allen

Ashley Breeze
Chayse Cronquist
Chloe Cronquist
Sharon Cummens
Brady Folsom
Hazel Folsom
Emily Gailey

Billie Gibson

Jaxon Holmes

Ivy Kestner

Christi Kotter
Cortney Leneham
Logan Lindholm
Christopher Loomis
Jordyn Monroe
Ronna Park (6/30/26)
Naomi Peterson
Jordan Reynolds
Ciji Stecklein
Elaine Stevenson
Deborah Thompson
Elaine Watson

Rya Wehrle
Amanda Whitehead

Non-Renewal of Contract

Kindergarten Teacher

Science Teacher

Classroom Para (28 hr)

Special Education Para (28 hr)
Special Education Teacher
After School Program Assistant
Esports Assistant Coach

After School Program Assistant
Volleyball Varsity Assistant Coach
After School Program Assistant
Math Teacher

CTE Teacher/Photography
Indian Education Para
Elementary Music Specialist
Track Head Coach

Special Education Para
Communications Specialist
Speech Language Pathologist
Speech/Debate Teacher

Indian Education Para

Math Teacher

Secretary

Special Education Para

After School Program Assistant
Special Education Para

Position

Lea Hartman

Special Education Teacher

Location
BHS
BHS
BHS
BHS

Location
RB
IHS
STA
STA
RB

RC
BHS
STA
BHS
RC
BHS
BHS
RB
DW
MVMS
MVMS
DO
DW
BHS
WAP
BHS
RB

FH
DW
RB

Location

STA

Future Agenda Items (Information) — No future agenda items were discussed.

Adjournment (action) — Mr. Mercado moved that the May meeting of the board of trustees be adjourned.
Mr. Callahan seconded the motion. All agreed. The motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 10:06

p.m.

Bonnie Hepworth, Chairwoman

=

Jennifer Hatch, Clerk
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