BLACKFOOT SCHOOL
DISTRICT SUPPLEMENTAL AND
PLANT FACILITY LEVY
This presentation is designed to give you an overview
of the upcoming supplemental and plant-facility levy
being voted on March 14, 2017. If you need more
information or have questions, please let us know and
we will do our best to keep you informed and
involved. We appreciate your ongoing support.

School Finance Fundamentals
Our district operates on an annual budget of around $ 24,500,000. Of that money, more
than 80% goes to wages and benefits. Roughly 95% of our funding comes from the state,
who collects it from sales tax and other sources besides our county's tax base.
When more money is needed beyond what the state provides, districts can generate
money on the local level for facilities and operation expenses in one of three ways:
1. Supplemental Levy - Runs for 1 or 2 years and requires a 50% majority to pass. Money
from a supplemental levy can be used for operational and/or building expenses.
2. Plant-Facility - Runs for up to 10 years and can only be used to pay for building
maintenance and repair. Our plant facility levy requires a 55% majority to pass and the
monies are distributed to the district annually after local taxes are assessed.
3. Bonds - A bond functions much like a loan. The bond is sold on the open market, the
district gets the entire balance up front, and then pays the debt back annually.
Interest accrues, but the State Department of Education assists in offsetting some of
those expenses.

BLACKFOOT SCHOOL DISTRICT CURRENT VS. PROPOSED LEVIES
Current Levies
f

Supplemental Levy = $ 2,600,000
f

f

f

f

2 year term (2015-2016)

Bond Levy = $ 982,220
f

Proposed Levies

f

f

8 years remaining on bond

Plant Facility Levy = $ 0

Supplemental Levy = $ 2,150,000
Bond Levy = $ 825,000
f

f

Total Levy Amount = $ 3,582,220

f

6 years remaining on bond

Plant Facility Levy = $ 600,000
f

f

2 year term (2017-2018)

10 year term (2017-2027)

Total Levy Amount = $ 3,575,000

The proposed levies decrease the current amount by $7,220.

PROPOSAL SUMMARY
• The district will decrease the bond levy by $ 157,220.
•

Why? The district is ahead on the bond re-payment schedule and can therefore
reduce the bond tax requirement on district patrons.

• The district is asking to decrease the supplemental levy by $ 450,000.
•

Why? The district has demonstrated fiscal responsibility and has improved its financial
stability over the past 18 months, thus enabling the district to reduce the supplemental
levy tax on district patrons.

• The district is asking for a $600,000 annual plant facility levy.
•

Why? To establish funds dedicated solely to maintain and improve district facilities.
This will improve safety, learning environments, and foster feelings of security and
pride.

What does that mean for you as a taxpayer?
• The total amount the district is asking for is slightly lower.
• As a tax payer, your property taxes levied by the district will not
increase.

What Happens with the Money?
Bond Levy
• The current bond levy is paying for the construction of the Blackfoot
Performing Arts Center & BHS Gymnasium
• The bond was approved in spring of 2001.
• The bond will be paid off in August of 2022.

SUPPLEMENTAL LEVY
f

The supplemental levy funds are used to meet the goals
established by the finance advisory committee:

1.

Keeping salaries and benefits competitive with surrounding
districts in order to attract and retain highly qualified and
effective educators and support staff.

2.

Enhancing the classroom environment through technology and
instructional resources to provide students with 21st century
learning opportunities.

3.

Maintain and improve district facilities in a manner that
encourages learning and fosters feelings of security and pride.
In the future, this priority will be funded with the approval of the
plant facility levy.

PLANT FACILITY LEVY
•

Plant facility levy funds are used to maintain and improve existing buildings.

•

Would meet district needs without depleting Supplemental Levy maintenance
funds.

•

Past projects have included:

* New Roof at Fort Hall Elementary

* Gym Lighting at Blackfoot Heritage 6th Grade

* Phase 1 Renovation of BHS Cafeteria * Gym Lighting at BHS old gymnasium
* Roof Repair at Wapello Elementary

* Installed new play area at Independence High School

* Renovated locker rooms at BHS

* Renovated student drop off at Ridge Crest Elementary

* Renovated computer lab at BHS

* New sidewalks at Groveland Elementary & MVMS

* Installed modular classroom at Stoddard Elementary
* Resurfaced parking lots at Stalker Elementary & Ridge Crest Elementary

•

With a plant facility levy, we can support our district’s long-term plan to maintain
and improve our buildings.

Effective planning, forecasting, and cost savings has enabled the Blackfoot School District to
reduce the total amount levied/bonded by the district benefitting the taxpayer.
The plant facility levy will affect school facilities in several areas requiring either immediate repairs or
preventative maintenance. Our Project Priority List Includes:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Improve student drop off safety zones at schools
Modular classrooms as needed
Repair BHS Track
Complete renovation of BHS cafeteria & commons
Single Point of Entry at schools to enhance student safety
Surface Parking Lot at Independence High School
Upgrade district phone system to VOIP
Heating and ventilation systems
Upgrade lighting
Playground walk paths
Repair/Replace roofs

Passing this Plant Facility Levy enables the district to provide preventative maintenance
now, avoiding costly ongoing deterioration and future rising costs. In the long term, this will
be a cost savings.

Levy polling hours are from 8 am-8 pm at your normal
polling location.
If you are unsure of where to vote, if you are not yet
registered to vote, or if you have any other questions
about the voting process please contact the Bingham
County Election Office @ 782-3164

