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November 2012
Welcome to the newsletter!
If your browser should cause problems with the
pictures in this issue, try clicking on the "click here"
link at the top of this message.
I am the district's new public relations specialist since October
10, and am eager to promote the good things you are all doing.
If you know of something happening in the district that deserves
recognition, please email or call me.
Sincerely,
Charles Stanford
stanchar@d55.k12.id.us
785-8800

Blackfoot FFA takes bronze in national convention
The Blackfoot FFA chapter traveled to the national convention, where they received bronze
emblems as a team and individually in the Poultry Evaluation Career Development Event (CDE). This
event is supported nationally by Newly Weds Foods, Inc., Tyson Foods, Inc., and U.S. Poultry & Egg
Association. The FFA members who represented the chapter in the contest (left to right in the picture
below) were Hyatt Henderson, Zach Strupp, and Elijah and Anniken Whitten. Amanda Kumiko Kent,
Agricultural Sciences teacher at BHS (at far left), is the chapter advisor.

Poultry Evaluation is one of 24 career development event areas, covering job skills in everything
from communications to mechanics. Members evaluate production, processing and merchandising
phases of the poultry industry as well as identify various industry components. They are also tested on
the application of sound management practices. Participants evaluate live birds, give oral presentations
and place a class of ready-to-cook broilers. In the processing and merchandising phase of the event,
members select and grade ready-to-cook turkeys, processed products and cartons of eggs. CDEs help
students develop the abilities to think critically, communicate clearly, and perform effectively in a
competitive job market. (Source: FFA press release, August 2012.)
Seth Pratt, a BHS grad, just finished his term of service as the 2011-2012 FFA National Western
Region Vice President. He is currently a sophomore at UI, studying Agricultural
Science, Communication and Leadership. You can read more about him here.
Along with other officers, he spoke at this year's convention, which was
held in Indianapolis on October 24 - 27, 2012. His retiring address was part of the
third general session on Thursday October 25. In his speech, he used the
metaphor of a greenhouse to illustrate the principle of making a proper
environment to nurture goals and ambitions. Pratt urged his listeners to be wise
in choosing the influences to surround themselves with. You can watch a
recording of his speech here. It lasts from 1:15 to 1:36.
Seth's younger sister Anna, from the class of 2012, also ran for national
office this year. BHS freshman Willie Wolfely also went with the school's team
this year, where he attended workshops.

Elementary schools hold book fairs
The district's elementary schools held their fall series of book fairs in October and November.
These book fairs are sponsored by Scholastic publishing and feature a wide range of titles from different
genres designed to appeal to as many readers as possible. Books for the fair are specially shipped from
Scholastic, along with novelty school supplies, which are quite popular with the students. Posters are
also a best-selling item, but of course the main intent of the book fair is to get books into students' hands.
With that goal in mind, the schools typically hold the fairs during parent-teacher conferences so that
parents can browse titles and buy books for their children.
In October I visited briefly with Cheri Simpson, who divides her time as librarian between
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Blackfoot Sixth Grade School and Donald D. Stalker
Elementary School. At BSGS this October she enjoyed the
help of six "junior librarians," who set up the displays within
an hour. "They think it's great because they get to wear the
little lanyards," she said, "and they're very professional about
it."
Cheri has been hosting book fairs since she first
started working for the district seven years ago. She enjoys
decorating and dressing up for the events as time allows:
dividing her time between the two schools keeps her very
busy, and sometimes of course she gets delayed by trains
between buildings. Still, she says, "I think I have the best job
in the district."

Some of the titles available at I.T. Stoddard
Elementary.

Sixth Grade School celebrates Red Ribbon Week
From October 29 to November 2, BSGS held their Red Ribbon Week, a national drug prevention
campaign held every October. As part of the celebration, students and staff were invited to dress
according to a different theme each day:
Monday: Pirate Day. Dress up as pirates, say "arrrrr" to drugs.
Tuesday: Patriotic Day. Wear red, white and blue.
Wednesday: Halloween. Wear costumes, say "boo" to drugs.
Thursday: Sports Day. Dress as your favorite athlete.
Friday: wear as much red as possible.
It was a fun week at BSGS as students were encouraged in engaging ways to keep themselves free
of drugs' destructive effects.

Doing drugs is like walking the plank! Students and teachers at BSGS pose for Pirate Day.
Dori Stevenson.

[space]

An array of clever costumes on Halloween. Dori Stevenson.

[space]
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Sixth graders show their commitment by wearing red on Friday, November 2.

[space]

On Friday, students also made displays in their school's fences
with red plastic cups.

District schools celebrate American Indian Week

Dancers of various ages in old and new styles of regalia perform at Irving. Juan Rodriguez.

American Indian Week is an annual celebration that happens the last week of September, in part
to commemorate the signing of the Fort Bridger Treaty on July 3, 1868 and also to promote pride in and
understanding of Native American cultures. Besides the Shoshone-Bannock Tribe, there are also
students in the district with many other tribal heritages.
As part of the week's festivities, a troupe of dancers toured the district, performing for each school.
These dancers are drawn from the whole district and include students of all ages, with most of them in
elementary school. During American Indian Week, Friday is a tribal holiday, therefore the dancers
perform on Wednesday and Thursday.
The dancers travel together in a bus around the district, and meet up with various drum groups at
the schools. A drum group consists of several musicians who share a large drum and sing. Each group
has a lead singer. BHS has its own drum group called the Bannock Boys, founded by Chasen Coby who is
now a senior. Sophomore Alonso Big Horse also plays the flute for the event.
This event has happened annually for the past five years, since Fort Hall Elementary principal
Brenda Honena got the tradition started again. All district administrators and staff have been very
supportive - in fact, Blackfoot District 55 is the only school district in the state of Idaho that hosts such
events. At Fort Hall, Donald D. Stalker and I.T. Stoddard, students learn about and take part in crafts
and activities such as bead work, storytelling, making dream catchers, and traditional dishes like
chokecherry pudding. The Indian Club at BHS also goes to Fort Hall Elementary and teaches drum
classes. At Blackfoot High School, students learn about native traditions through the week, as a
preparation to appreciate and distinguish quality in the dances. Keisha Campbell, the president of the
Indian Club at BHS, served as a commentator for this year's performance there.
In the performances, you can see many of the same kinds of dances that you would at powwows,
including grass, traditional, jingle, and fancy dances. Merle Smith, advisor for the Indian Club at BHS, is
one of the few fancy dancers in this region, and he dances with his grandson. At one school, they also do
an Owl Dance, a mixer where students are invited to take part. At the end of each performance, they
invite spectators to join in the Friendship Dance, a simple two-step performed in a circle that draws in
tighter and tighter.
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These performances have a powerful impact on the students who listen and watch. Even those
who may be reluctant to claim a Native American identity come away encouraged to own this heritage
with joy and confidence.
Michelle Hernandez, a para-educator at I.T. Stoddard, has served as an announcer for the dances
at each school. Five staff members from the district travel with the group, and they take time off from
their buildings for two days to do it.
The dances happen during lunch time, and food service helps by providing food for all who attend.
This includes not only the dancers and students, but also family members who come to take part. The
Indian Education program pays for the buses, drum groups and food.

During the week, some
schools also elect royalty. At Fort
Hall Elementary, the princess
was Natalie Gonzales and the
brave was Tony Tone. At BHS,
the queen was Talia Galloway.
Miss Shoshone-Bannock (aka
Miss Sho-Ban), Natasha
Watson, graduate of BHS in
2011, came with the dancers on
their tour, having been crowned
during the 49th Annual
Shoshone-Bannock Indian
Festival in August.

Fort Hall Princess Natalie Gozales, Miss Shoshone-Bannock Natasha Watson
and Ontaria Kanip at MVMS. Juan Rodriguez.

New software helps with student literacy

Kaitlin Hall's First graders at Donald D. Stalker learn at their own pace.

An old adage says that truth is stranger than fiction. This year, children in Blackfoot School
District 55 are proving that right.
In 1951, Isaac Asimov wrote a short story called "The Fun They Had." You should read it. It's a
short and interesting early part of the ongoing conversation about technology and media in education (I
read it in elementary school). The story describes a future scenario where paper books are replaced with
"telebooks" and each child takes school lessons at home from a "mechanical teacher" that "has to be
adjusted to fit the mind of each boy and girl it teaches and that each kid has to be taught differently." A
young girl wishes she could go to school with other children instead of sitting alone with a big ugly
machine.
Looking around 61 years after the story was published,
much of it seems quaint. People of all ages carry hand-held devices
that dwarf the power of Asimov's mechanical teacher. It's not 2157
yet, but there may not ever be such a thing as a "telebook": we've
already gone to ebooks, which we read on devices that try to mimic
paper and ink. Meanwhile, as another science fiction author
observes, "people who read off of screens all day long buy lots of
print books and read them primarily on paper." (Cory Doctorow:
"You DO Like Reading Off a Computer Screen,"Content, Tachyon
Publications 2008.)
The print medium,
which set the stage for public
education as we know it,
Technology and social interaction
continues to prove itself one
coexist at Wapello.
of the most tenacious ever
invented. It has shaped the
development and use of digital media. These media have now been
around long enough that we see better how they can coexist with
and complement the printed word rather than threaten it.
One example of this is Imagine Learning, an educational
software system which the district began using in all its schools this
year. It engages each child one-on-one to teach language and
literacy skills. Administrators in a school in Iowa have compared
Imagine Learning to a power tool for teachers. The metaphor is
worth considering. A circular saw or power drill doesn't replace the
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labor of human hands but it does amplify it. In the same way,
Imagine Learning is designed to help teachers do more than they
otherwise could with the time available.
Imagine Learning also improves greatly on Asimov's
mechanical teacher by aiming to help children have fun with
their lessons. It teaches by means of games, activities and songs strategies that educational TV shows have used for years. This
program, however, does what TV can't: headsets with
microphones allow students to respond and improve their skills
by measurable practice. Imagine Learning even generates
automatic progress reports, so teachers and parents can see how
their child is doing from day to day.
These high-tech capabilities are all used as means to the
very traditional end of helping children learn to read. The
program doesn't depend only on the software's nifty features: it
also brings children together for collaborative activities, and
relies on a wider strategy of social and family engagement. Posts
Fascinated by a space-themed game at
on the company's blog include advice on how to recruit parents
Irving.
to help their children with summer reading as well as "turn
technology into a Trojan horse" - in other words, use it to promote reading rather than distract from it.
A Wapello first grader reads about
candle making.

The program also requires active oversight and intervention
from instructors. Teachers and paraeducators keep track of progress,
step in to help students with specific problems or concepts as needed,
motivate the students with praise and rewards, and of course keep
the equipment running. The Imagine Learning company gives good
support, with prompt response to service calls.
Imagine Learning is designed to serve four groups: early
childhood learners, English learners, struggling readers and students
with disabilities. Within the district, all students from kindergarten
through second grade use it as part of their regular class work for at
least 30 minutes each day. In addition to their daily half-hour, some
students use Imagine Learning during after-school sessions as well.
For higher grades, Imagine Learning is used in Special
Education and for students who are still learning English. Sue
Sue Anderson at Donald D. Stalker Anderson, Title 1 paraeducator at Donald D. Stalker, is an
enthusiastic proponent of the program. She states that it has been of
does some troubleshooting.
great help in assisting students who are behind their grade levels in
reading. "There's no way a teacher with 36 students could give each
of them the individual attention they really need, but with this they do get it."
The district has students at every level who are still
learning English. Some local teachers may know some
Spanish, but how many know Vietnamese? Imagine
Learning engages these students one-on-one in their native
language and quickly introduces them to English in
strategic ways. The program's 13 different language
modules can give specific attention to sounds that may not
be in the students' native languages. Such small details can
and do make huge differences in helping children quickly
gain English proficiency.

Third graders at Donald D. Stalker get extra
help with reading and English.

A variety of screens on display at Irving.

District welcomes new personnel
The following employees have joined the district this fall:
District Office/District-Wide
Linda Ferris: Speech Language Pathologist
Sonya Harris: Special Ed Teacher
Jennifer Herrman: Special Ed Transportation Aide
Charles Stanford: Public Relations Clerk
BHS
Elaine Carter: Special Ed Teacher
Jonathan Cederberg: Social Studies Teacher
Marcy Curr: Speech and Debate Teacher
Andrew Hansen: Language Arts Teacher
Robyn Hansen: Special Ed Paraeducator
Amanda Kent: Ag Teacher
Cynthia R. Lemon: Counselor
Zaira Nieto: ESL/LEP Teacher
Shirley Robinson: Special Ed Paraeducator
Sharon Tom: Special Ed Paraeducator
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Shauna Wheelwright: Special Ed Paraeducator
IAHS
Jeannie Coulson: Teacher
Eric Dupuis: English Teacher
Lauren Hong: Title 1 Paraeducator
MVMS
Dawnae Kirkham: Social Studies Teacher
Jeanette Mosbrucker: Plato Paraeducator
Matthew Nelson: Math Teacher
Linda Peters: Special Ed Paraeducator
Kendra Sanders: ESL Teacher
BSGS
Amy Armstrong: Teacher
Mallory England: Teacher
Laura Gabrylczyk: Counselor (also at MVMS)
Leonor Hathaway: Teacher
John Trepanier: Custodian
Donald D. Stalker
KaitlinHall: First Grade Teacher
Kara Hawke: First Grade Teacher
David Kearsley: Custodian
Angela Martin: Food Service Assistant
Benjamin Parker: Second Grade Teacher
Jack Stewart: Fourth Grade Teacher
Fort Hall
Ranya Elhady: Title 1 Paraeducator
Chelle Mangum: Special Ed Teacher
Glenda Marshall: Indian Ed Paraeducator
Charlynn Pyne: Media Paraeducator
Kelly Smith: Title 1 Paraeducator
Marie Stinger : Kindergarten Teacher
Natasha Watson: Title 1 Paraeducator
Groveland
Tiffany Anderson: Food Service Assistant
Elizabeth Forsyth: Special Ed Paraeducator
Liza Garrett: Title 1 Paraeducator
Chandra Minick: Special Ed Paraeducator Catherine Norris: Special Ed Teacher
Monica Puente: Title 1/ESL Paraeducator
Melissa Ray: Special Ed Paraeducator
I.T. Stoddard
Andrea Andrews: Title 1 Paraeducator
Lori Bingham: Special Ed Paraeducator
Arianne Harmon: Elementary Music Paraeducator
Marcie Hill: Food Service Assistant
Ethel Larsen: Food Service Assistant
Joshua Nickell: Custodian
Misti Taufu'i: Fourth Grade Teacher
Ridge Crest
Sharon Berg: Food Service Assistant
Debra Elkins: Title 1 Paraeducator
Skyler Hill: Food Service Assistant
Rachel Saline: Food Service Assistant
Wapello
Oscar Espinoza: Custodian
Angie Frias: Food Service Assistant
Leeann Parker: First Grade Teacher
Kaelyn Porter: Second Grade Teacher
Kristine Sluder: Fifth Grade Teacher
Jana Lee Yancey: Title 1 Paraeducator
Irving
Heather Ashley: Title 1 Paraeducator
Susan Barrington: Title 1 Paraeducator
Holly Hawkes: Special Ed Teacher

Upcoming Events and Dates
District Wide
Nov 21-23: Thanksgiving break, no school
Nov 30: End of 1st Trimester
No School K-8th Grade Only
BHS
Nov 15: GBB @ Madison 6:00 9/JV 7:30 V
Nov 20: GBB @Idaho Falls 6:00 9/JV 7:30 V
Nov 27: GBB @Hillcrest 6:00 9/JV 7:30 V
Nov 28: BBB @Hillcrest 6:00 9/JV 7:30 V
Nov 29: GBB @Home W/Rigby 6:00 9/JV 7:30 V
Nov 30: BBB @Home W/Madison 6:00 9/JV 7:30 V;
GBB @Snake River 6:00 9/JV 7:30 V
Independence Alternative High School
Nov 16: End Block 4, 3 p.m. Orientation
Nov 19-23: Thanksgiving break, all week for IAHS only
Nov 26: Start Block 5
Mountain View Middle School

6 of 7

4/14/2015 2:01 PM

News from Blackfoot School District #55

http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs156/1102707682273/archive/11115...

Blackfoot Sixth Grade School
Nov 7: Picture Re-take
Donald D. Stalker Elementary School
Nov 15: McTeachers' Night at McDonald's
Fort Hall Elementary School
Groveland Elementary School
I.T. Stoddard Elementary School
Ridge Crest Elementary School
Wapello Elementary School
Nov 16: Freaky Friday, Farmer Day
Nov 19: Wreaths delivered
Irving Kindergarten Center
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December 2012
December is here!
Welcome December, when we can enjoy being inside and
looking out at the cold weather. Whatever you may celebrate
this month, we hope it brings you joy. As always, I am eager to
promote the good things you are all doing. If you know of
something happening in the district that deserves recognition,
please email or call me.
Sincerely,

Calendar

Charles Stanford
stanchar@d55.k12.id.us
785-8800

Delbert Baron honored for driving many Miles

L-R: Delbert Baron and his wife Nellie with his daughter and Jim and Sue Broadbent. Jim drives for Teton Stage
Lines and Sue used to drive for them.

Bus drivers and custodians are essential to the operations of our schools, but may not always get the
recognition they deserve. So it is always good to express gratitude to them for their hard work behind the
scenes.
The Transportation Department held an open house on November 12 for Delbert Baron, who retired after
serving the district for 38 years, as a bus driver by day and as a custodian by night. He began his bus driving
career in 1974 when Frank and Darla Miles bought two buses, and Darla drove one while Del drove the other.
School buses may have kept their basic shape and colors since 1974, but a lot of other things have changed, and
over the years Mr. Baron's life has touched many others'. A large warm crowd of family and friends came to bid
Mr. Baron best wishes for his retirement. Miles Bus Co. presented him with a handsomely-embroidered coat.
Evonna Hammon recalled how he and she used to argue "toe to toe" about her daughters when they
were in school and riding his bus. "They were the first to get on and the last to get off . . . The best day of his life
was when my girls got a car, and he didn't have to put up with them anymore," said Evonna, who is now a bus
driver herself.
Mr. Baron has apparently been driving buses for long enough not to hold any grudges: when asked if the
girls had been troublemakers, he replied "They had their moments."
Congratulations and best wishes to Delbert Baron for his years of service!
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Chad Struhs congratulates Mr. Baron, surrounded by well-wishers.

District's Child Nutrition program balances diets, regulations and expectations
Since school started, students and their parents throughout Idaho have probably noticed some changes
in the lunch menus. In July 2012 Idaho's Child Nutrition Programs changed its regulations for school meals
according to the Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act passed by the US Congress in 2010. Before the law was passed,
Idaho was one of 15 states that differed from the national food-based norm.
Tami Robinson, the director of the Child Nutrition Program for Blackfoot School District #55, has been
working hard to bring the district into compliance with the new federal regulations, analyzing and adjusting the
menus and recipes for the school kitchens. The new regulations, designed to promote better health among
children in the United States, include minimum daily and weekly servings for fruit and for dark green, starch,
and red or orange vegetables. Sweet potatoes and carrots are the mainstays for red or orange vegetables, since
they are not only plentiful and practical but versatile as well. To help offset the higher cost of more fruits and
vegetables, the USDA pays an extra reimbursement of six cents per tray for districts such as Blackfoot #55
which are certified to be in compliance with the regulations.
Grain and meat or meat alternatives also have minimum and maximum amounts required. This year,
half of the servings of grains must be whole grain-rich, and beginning July 1, 2014 they will all be required to be
whole grain-rich. Legumes also have a required weekly amount, countable as either a vegetable or a meat
alternative. This means the schools' famous chili is served about twice a month, much to the delight of the
district staff, who often purchase a meal for their own lunches too.
Calorie amounts have been adjusted as part of the new standard. Breakfasts should provide ¼ of the
recommended daily calories, and lunches a third. High school lunches range between 750 and 850 calories. The
new regulations divide school children into categories of K-5, 6-8 and 9-12.
Students are required to take at least a half a cup of fruits and/or vegetables on their tray at lunch; the
fiber and water in these should fill them up if they eat everything they are served. If they go home hungry it may
be because they haven't eaten their whole lunch.
School breakfasts as of this year must consist of a serving of grains, fruit and milk. Schools in the district offer
fruit and juice in their breakfasts, to give more variety and help ensure that students get the minimum half cup
serving of fruit.
Robinson said that students are getting used to the new foods, notably the whole wheat and sweet potato
products. She hopes that as time goes on the students will learn to enjoy the healthier lunches and eat
everything served to them. The USDA and the Idaho State Department of Education are encouraging this with
promotional campaigns, in conjunction with First Lady Michelle Obama's "Let's Move!" initiative. One of these
was a contest that enlisted school children around the nation to help create tasty and healthy dishes using whole
grains, legumes and green and orange vegetables. The fruits of this competition are found in the Recipes for
Healthy Kids cookbook, which can be downloaded here. This cookbook is delicious evidence that children can
and do cultivate adventurous appetites for good nutrition when given the chance.

Sixth graders cheer the BHS football team on its way to take state.

BHS athletes continue to excel
The Blackfoot High School football team got an enthusiastic send-off on their way to take the 4A state
title for the third time in the last four years. On November 16, the team rode through town on their way to the
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championship game. A police car and a fire truck escorted the two
chartered buses, along with many other vehicles driven by parents,
friends and the booster club.
Blackfoot Sixth Grade School sent out all of its students to cheer on
the motorcade as it passed along East Bridge Street.
After winning the state title, the football team along with
Coach Buck and staff were congratulated by BHS Principal John
Pearce and by athletic director Nick Pettinger, not only for their
victory, but for the exemplary sportsmanship they had shown
throughout the season, together with the soccer team.

Sixth grader Dallas Spanbauer is already a
Bronco at heart.

Another special assembly in the BHS gym on November 20

The champions display their banner.

honored the champions with more music and cheerleader demonstrations. It also featured a relay race,
which entailed doing cartwheels and somersaults along the length of the gym after drinking pickle juice.
Fortunately, no one was seriously incapacitated, although it was a near thing for Assistant Principal Wes
Jensen.

Brine-fueled somersaults.
Son, Mr. Jensen can drink you under the table.

Tater Trot
The Blackfoot Education Association volunteered for the Tater Trot fund raiser for the Community
Dinner Table on Saturday, November 10th. Runners participated in 5K and 10K races, and children ran a 1 mile
race as well. BEA volunteers manned the stations along the routes.
This event was part of BEA's ongoing support of the Community Dinner Table, an event which began in
2008 and has been a great success in bringing Blackfoot residents together. BEA is glad to help in any way it
can.
For those who may still be unaware of the Community Dinner Table: it is a free meal where all are
welcome, every Tuesday from 5:00-6:30 pm at the JLMU Methodist Church Building, from October 30-March
26, with different groups taking turns providing the food. All are welcome. If you would like to know more
about BEA's work on behalf of the Community Dinner Table or help, you can contact Sarah Condon or Jacalyn
Bombard.

Free Indoor Walking Program
Once again, P.E. teacher Brinton Jefferis will host indoor walking this winter at I.T. Stoddard Elementary
School. This program is free to the public and will take place from 4:30 to 5:30 pm on Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays for seven weeks, starting Tuesday, January 8.
This is a good way to get some consistent and gentle exercise (running is in fact not allowed) while
keeping out of the cold - which is especially useful during this season of overeating.

National Honor Society chapter collaborates with Welders
Paula Maldonado is the new head advisor of the NHS's group at Blackfoot High School. For this year's
Christmas Tree Fantasy, they co-sponsored a Christmas "tree" shaped like a saguaro cactus, with Cleon
Chapman's welding class. The welding students built the tree and the NHS students decorated it.
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Before . . .
After!

Blackfoot High School Art Spotlight:
BHS Library Mural

Elizabeth Wheelwright, a senior at Blackfoot High School, is working on a mural in the school library.
Commissioned by Librarian Cynthia Driever and designed by Art Teacher Brenda Bodily, the mural depicts two
students reading under a tree, and when completed will include abstract designs blending to installed
bookshelves which will hold featured books.
Elizabeth has been studying art since her freshman year and currently serves as teaching assistant for
Ms. Bodily's first hour art class. After graduating she is thinking of going into a health-related profession, and
may possibly minor in Interior Design.

Fort Hall After School Program
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On November 26, I was able to capture some images of students from Fort Hall Elementary School as
they worked on their art project at Blackfoot High. These visits to the high school are a regular feature of Fort
Hall's After School Program, which is open to all students who wish to participate.

The assignment that day was to make paper robots, and Ms. Bodily encouraged these third to fifthgraders to use a variety of shapes and colors to make their creations interesting. Below are some of the robots
the students made.
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Upcoming Events and Dates
District Wide
Dec 24-Jan 1: No school - Christmas Break
Blackfoot High School
Dec 4: BBB @ Idaho Falls, 6:00 9/JV 7:30 V
Dec 5: GBB @ Pocatello, 6:00 9/JV 7:30 V
Dec 7: BW @ Juab Tournament TBA
BBB @ Home w/ Snake River 6:00 9/JV 7:30 V
GBB @ Bonneville 6:00 9/JV 7:30 V
Dec 8: BW @ Juab Tournament TBA
Dec 11: GBB @ Home w/Madison 6:30 9/JV 7:30 V
Dec 12: BW w/ Madison/Hillcrest at Rigby 5:00
BBB @ Home w/Hillcrest 6:00 9/JV 7:30 V
Blood drive in new gym, 7 a.m.-4 p.m.
Dec 13: BW HCC JV Duals TBA 3:00
GBB @ Century 6:00 9/JV 7:30 V
Dec 14: BW HCC Duals TBA 3:00
BBB@ Home w/Bonneville 6:00 9/JV 7:30 V
Dec 15: BW HCC Duals TBA 3:00
Dec 18: GBB @ Home w/Preston 6:00 9/JV 7:30 V
Dec 19: BHS Band and Choir concert
BBB @ Pocatello 6:00 9/JV 7:30 V
Dec 20: GBB @ Home w/Snake River 6:00 9/JV 7:30 V
Independence Alternative High School
Dec 18: End Block 5, 3 p.m. orientation
Dec 19-Jan 1: No school - Christmas Break
Mountain View Middle School
Blackfoot Sixth Grade School
Donald D. Stalker Elementary School
Dec 10: Christmas program @ BPAC, 7 p.m.
Fort Hall Elementary School
Groveland Elementary School
Dec 5: Christmas program @ BPAC, 6:30 p.m.
Dec 7: 1st Trimester Awards assembly
I.T. Stoddard Elementary School
Dec 4: 1st-3rd Grade Christmas program @ BPAC, 6 p.m.
Dec 5: 50 in a Minute
Dec 6: Vista Books AHOY! read-in, 3-4 p.m.
Dec 7: Hall of Fame assembly (3rd, 2nd, 1st, 5th, 4th), 8:30 a.m.
Dec 14: Pastries with Parents, 7:30-8:15 a.m.
Dec 19: 50 in a Minute
Dec 21: Stoddard Craft Fair, 9-10:50 a.m.
3rd Grade sing along, 2 p.m.
Ridge Crest Elementary School
Dec 4: Jump Rope Club, 3-4:15 p.m.
Dec 6: McDonald's McTeacher Night, 5-7 p.m.
Dec 7: Student of the Month assembly, 8:45-9:30 a.m.
D.A.R.E. graduation, 2-3 p.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays: Jump Rope Club, 3-4:15 p.m.
Wapello Elementary School
Dec 3: Christmas program @ BPAC, 7-8 p.m.
Dec 6: Report Cards sent home
Hall of Fame, 8:30 a.m.
Dec 12: D.A.R.E. graduation, 1:30 p.m.
Dec 21: Freaky Friday: Pajama Day
Irving Kindergarten Center
Dec 14: Law and Wood's Christmas program
Dec 17: Polar Express night
Dec 18: St. John and Nilsson's Christmas program, 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
Dec 19: Earley and Green's Christmas program, 9:45 a.m.-1:15 p.m.
Stuart and Stewart's Christmas program, 10:45 a.m.-2:15 p.m.
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January 2013
Wow, but is it ever cold out there!
The district now has an active Facebook page, with a
Twitter account in the works. While I don't expect these
to replace this newsletter, they will provide channels for
more frequent news about happenings in the district.
As always, I am eager to promote the good things you
are all doing. If you know of something happening in
the district that deserves recognition, please email or
call me.
Sincerely,
Charles Stanford
stanchar@d55.k12.id.us
785-8800

Alternate Classroom bakes

L-R: Mr. Torngren, Thunder Beasley, Diego Sanchez, Luis Quezada, Kevyn Broncho, Shea
Rolfe, Teran Brown.
Josh Torngren's students in the alternate classroom did their part to spread holiday good
will. The classroom is located in the district office, and since they go over to the sixth grade
building for breakfast and lunch anyway, it was a small step to use the oven in the sixth grade
kitchen to bake a large batch of cookies. These they then decorated and distributed to the denizens
of the district office, bringing much appreciation and good cheer. Thanks, guys!

High School drama rehearsals
Micheal Moll's drama students are rehearsing for a performance in February. They will
present an old-fashioned melodrama by Tim Kelly, "The Villain Wore a Dirty Shirt," which looks
like a hilarious romp.
I had a wonderful time visiting their rehearsal on January 8 and soaking in their exuberant
energy. With actors like this, the performance should be thoroughly enjoyable.

Warming up with social games.
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Community Ed class from Doug Turner
Doug Turner will teach the "Make it Happen" Shop Class on Thursdays from 6:00-8:00 pm
in the Mountain View Middle School Workshop, beginning January 31 and ending February 28.
Cost is $20 plus supplies, and you can register by calling Doug at 690-1659 or emailing him at
turnd@d55.k12.id.us.
Come enjoy the use of Mountain View Middle School's workshop! We have a
large variety of tools available, including the following: sheet metal tools, drill
presses, metal lathe and mill, and several types of welders. Learn about small engine
repair, computer aided design (Sketchup software), welding, or anything in between!
There are several projects available in several different areas or bring your own
ideas, and we will make them happen.
You must be at least 18 years old or be accompanied by an adult to take this
class.

Community Ed classes from Amando Alvarez
Amando Alvarez will teach two language classes:
Beginning Spanish II will be held in Room 202 of Blackfoot High School Mondays, 6:00-7:30 pm,
beginning January 28 and ending April 15, excluding February 18 and March 25. The class fee is
$40.
English 1 for Non-English Speakers will be held in the same place, on Wednesdays, 6:00-7:30 pm,
beginning February 27 and ending May 8, excluding March 27. The fee for this is also $40.
Register for either of these by calling Amando at 758-1402 or emailing him at
aamando@aol.com.

Pre-school
Parents who are looking at options for preschool should consider Tamara Luker's Child Care
class at Blackfoot High School. Open to juniors and seniors, this Family Consumer Science class
welcomes children age three to five years into a preschool program put together by Ms. Luker and
her students. The high school students spend the first part of the fall trimester learning about early
childhood development and preparing lesson plans. The children begin visiting in November and
attend twice a week through February with a break for Christmas and starting new lesson plans in
January. Children ages three to four come on Tuesdays and Thursdays, those from four to five on
Wednesday and Friday, from 8:30-10:30a.m.
The students, wearing uniforms and badges, engage the children with readings from books,
song and rhyme activities, and themed craft projects. They also serve them a snack, making sure
their hands are clean first. The classroom features a small wooden play set built by woodworking
students at the high school, and it is also equipped with a sink, tables, chairs, a wide variety of
learning toys, and art and craft supplies.
Some of the students in the class plan on pursuing careers in early childhood education, but
personal interest in and enjoyment of children are the most common influences on the students,
many of whom report previous experience with young children in their own families.

Talking about cowboys.

One of the day's crafts: paper horses from traced
foot forms.

Learn and Be Fit
Heather Polatis has always loved working with children.
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Throughout her life she has been involved in track, basketball,
cheerleading, aerobics and running. After becoming a Certified Group
Fitness Instructor, she decided to focus her efforts on helping children
establish habits of fitness. While living in Florida she joined the staff of
the Be Fit and Learn program, which operates on the principle that
motion helps memorization. In the program, children do a range of
calisthenic exercises in the classroom and memorize facts in between,
guided by an instructive DVD. After schools in Florida adopted the
program the students' test scores increased dramatically.
Since moving to Blackfoot, Heather has worked as a trainer at
Gold's Gym. This year, she started leading live "Learn and Be Fit"
sessions at Donald D. Stalker Elementary School, where her enthusiasm and dedication have
already shown results. She has seen noticeable improvements in students' physical fitness, and the
school administration looks forward to the improvements the program will bring to the students'
academic fitness as well.
Heather is excited for the wide-reaching benefits that young children get from doing these
exercises in the classroom, where they already spend their time learning. The exercises not only
help them retain facts, but expend energy, helping them sit calmly for the rest of their lesson time.
"It's a win-win situation," Heather said.
But like the rest of us she only has 24 hours in a day, and so in order to expand the program
she needs other instructors. Her first apprentice at Donald D. Stalker is Alisha Nebeker, a Title 1
paraeducator who will begin leading sessions on her own soon. Heather would welcome more
interested personnel to train, so that this program can reach more students.

Now put those arm muscles to use!

Heather points out the triceps.

BHS students take 1st place in speech competition
The speech and debate program continues to do well at BHS under Marcy Curr's direction.
Wyatt Anderson and Sven Poensgen won 1st
place in duo interpretation at the Blacksnake
speech and debate competition at ISU on January
4-5. Blacksnake was one of 11 round-robin
competitions held throughout the year before the
district and state competitions begin in late
February.
In addition to their drama work, Wyatt and
Sven have put in hours of practice on their piece.
Although the piece was written as a dramatic duet,
the students performed it as a speech duo,
meaning that they can't touch or even look at each
other. This requires precise individual timing and,
interestingly, increased reliance on hearing. "Olive
Juice," written by Allen Amundsen in 2003, is
about the relationship between a deaf boy and his
hearing older brother. Desperately wishing for a
normal brother, Marcus gets frustrated and loses
his temper when Brett's cochlear implant fails to
Sven Poesgen (L) and Wyatt Anderson
work as expected. In the end he has to accept his
demonstrate a performance of "Olive Juice" in brother as he is: "You're just like me. You just can't
Marcy Curr's Communications class on
hear." The two students performed in English and
January 9.
American Sign Language.

Connor Slagowski and Kenny Williams
won first place in duo interp at the Rim to
Rim Rally in Twin Falls, December 7-8.
Connor cut their script, meaning he edited it
from other sources, in this case, from three
stories by Dr. Seuss. Their piece includes
adaptations of "Yertle the Turtle," "The
Sneetches" and "Horton Hears a Who," with
brief transitions between each story. The two
performers depicted many different characters
by their postures, facial expressions and voice
modulations.

Kenny Williams (L) and Connor Slagowski act out
the story of "Horton Hears a Who" on January 16.

Upcoming Events and Dates
District Wide
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1/21: Martin Luther King Day: no school.
Blackfoot High School
1/17: GBB @ home w/ Bonneville 6:00 9/JV 7:30 V.
Gem State Honor Band.
1/18: BW @ Tiger/Griz Tournament 3:00.
BBB @ home w/Pocatello 6:00 9/JV 7:30 V.
1/19: BW @ Tiger/Griz Tournament 3:00.
1/21: Inservice: no school.
1/22: GBB @ home w/Pocatello 6:00 9/JV 7:30 V.
BHS Choir Presentation.
Independence Alternative High School
1/18: End Block 6. 3 pm orientation.
1/21: Start Block 7.
Mountain View Middle School
1/17: 7:30 pm. Parent/Teacher Conferences in gym.
4:30 pm. Basketball: MVMS at Sandcreek.
1/22: 4:30 pm. Basketball: Madison at MVMS.
1/23: 7 pm. National Junior Honor Society Induction Ceremony.
1/24: 4:30 pm. Basketball: Rigby at MVMS.
1/25: "Team Up Against Drugs": wear a team jersey to school.
1/29: 4:30 pm. Basketball: Taylorview at MVMS.
1/31: 4:30 pm. Basketball: MVMS at Eagle Rock.
Blackfoot Sixth Grade School
1/17: Parent/Teacher conference.
1/21: Inservice - no school.
Donald D. Stalker Elementary School
Fort Hall Elementary School
Groveland Elementary School
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3-4:15 pm: Jump Rope Club.
I.T. Stoddard Elementary School
1/18: 4th Grade Sing Along.
1/24: McTeacher Night at McDonald's.
1/31: Midterm report cards sent home.
Ridge Crest Elementary School
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3-4:15 pm: Jump Rope Club.
Wapello Elementary School
1/25: Freaky Friday, Sock Day.
Irving Kindergarten Center
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Volume 5 Issue 2
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February 2013
I notice that this issue's contents mostly concern the
middle school. Interesting how things like that
happen. It's easiest for me to visit the schools closest
to the office, so I'll increase my efforts to visit the
outlying buildings more often.

History Day
Soup-er Bowl
BHS Debate
Student Work Spotlight: Stoddard
Calendar

Quick Links

District website
District Facebook
Last Month's Newsletter
BHS BroncWriter
Blackfoot Bands
BPAC

With that in mind, this issue will inaugurate a regular
feature of student arts and crafts from our elementary
schools. Works by students make the most
appropriate decorations for walls of classrooms and
hallways, and by documenting them photographically
I aim to recognize not only the students' creativity but
commend the teachers for including their students in
the management of their space.
Of course, the pictures linked are hosted on the
Facebook site and can therefore be looked at at any
time. Links in other articles also lead to photo albums
on the Facebook page, which can host many more
pictures than I can fit in here.
As always, if you know of something happening in the
district that deserves recognition, please email or call
me.
Sincerely,
Charles Stanford
stanchar@d55.k12.id.us
785-8800

New microscopes
Mountain View Middle School Science
teachers Eileen Huestis and Alan Southern were
awarded a Summer of Innovation Mini Grant.
This program awards funds "to support student
interest in science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM) by strengthening the
capacity of organizations or schools that inspire
and engage female, minority or high poverty
middle school students in STEM content." The
grant that Huestis and Southern have received
enabled them to purchase 10 new microscopes.
On January 30 the students in Ms. Huestis' first
hour Life Science class unwrapped the new
Students in Eileen Huestis' class examine
microscopes and put them to use, examining
protozoa.
paramecia and amoebas, and searching for
microbes in samples of local pond water. The
students find the new instruments easy to carry and to use, and were glad to show them off.
See more pictures from this event here.

Book talks
Students in English classes at MVMS are
preparing "book talks" - digital video presentations
promoting a book they have read.
These short videos are put together from stills
and music, using a program called Photo Story 3
which functions similarly to Windows Movie
Maker. The objective of the assignment is to convey
the visual images that the student had in mind while
reading the book, and to induce others to wish to
read it too. In preparing for the assignment the
students are given a worksheet which includes blank
storyboard boxes.
See more pictures of the students in the library
here.
English Teacher Tamara Dalley advises a
student.

NJHS induction
On January 24, 2013 the Mountain View Middle School National Junior Honor Society
held its annual induction ceremony. The school inducted 43 returning members and 52 new

4/14/2015 2:05 PM

News from Blackfoot School District #55

2 of 3

http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs156/1102707682273/archive/11122...

members. Past members Cami Dougal, Emma Nelson, Talia
Lopez, Haley Acor, Liz Delazene presented the five traits of the
National Junior Honor Society of scholarship, citizenship,
character, leadership, and service. The MVMS Jazz band
provided special music for the evening and Mountain View
teacher Vicki Chase was the guest speaker. She challenged the
students to define success not by the wealth and accolades they
can acquire, but by their involvement in and service to the
community.
The Mountain View Middle School National Junior
Honor Society was chartered in 2009 and continues to
encourage the students to be positive role models and provide
service to the school and community.
See more pictures of the event here.

And yummy cake!

History Day
Students in the Blackfoot School District
are preparing for this year's History Day
competitions. National History Day is a national
program in which students from elementary and
secondary schools prepare themed presentations
and exhibits on a wide range of historical topics.
Students in the Blackfoot District's Gifted and
Talented program in grades 6-8 do a History Day
project as part of their class work each year. The
program emphasizes the use of primary as well as
secondary sources. While libraries and archives
are steadily increasing the wealth of historical
Vicki Chase works with the students in
source material available online, plenty of
designing displays
material still has yet to be digitized. Vicki Chase,
who teaches the Gifted and Talented students in
the district from grades 6-12, takes the students to visit the ISU Library each year, where they
have the opportunity to use the print (and manuscript) resources available there.
This year's theme is "Turning Points in History: People, Ideas, Events." Like all themes,
this allows for a wide field of application, and our students' projects are no exception. To name
only a few, this year's diverse topics include Philo Farnsworth, Frank Lloyd Wright, the Triangle
Shirtwaist Factory Fire, the Seneca Falls Convention, Amelia Bloomer, women factory workers
in World War II, hydroelectric energy, Pearl Harbor, and the Black Death. The projects are in
essence mini-dissertations, wherein the students engage their topics critically and then present
the results of their work in front of judges. Presentations can take the form of exhibits,
documentaries, performances, papers and web sites.
The Regional History Day competition for Eastern Idaho will be held at Rocky Mountain
Middle School in Idaho Falls on March 1, and the winners will be eligible to advance to the state
competition on April 6. The national competition will take place on June 9-13. You can read
more about National History Day at http://www.nhd.org/, and about the program in Idaho at
http://history.idaho.gov/national-history-day-idaho.
See more pictures of the students at work here.

Soup-er Bowl
The National Junior Honor Society at MVMS organized the
"Soup-er Bowl of Caring," an event in which students donated cans of
food or other non-perishable food items for a local food bank.
Students donated the food within their SAFE classes from January
28 through February 1. Each class took on a team name, and the
progress of the teams was shown on charts resembling football
fields. On Friday, February 1, a team from each grade was chosen for
having donated the most items. The winners were:
"Niners Shiners," Michael Shigihara's class, for 7th Grade,
with 355 items; and
"Hoge Hotties," Sharon Hoge's class for 8th Grade, with 217
items.
At a special assembly on Friday, the teams
competed in a game that involved carrying cans
on pizza boxes and stacking the boxes in a
teammate's arms. Hoge Hotties took 1st place
amid much cheering from their classmates, and
Principal Todd Lauritsen thanked the students
for donating nearly 2,000 food items in all.
You can see loads of pictures from the
event here, including many taken by 8th grader
Mckenzie Medeiros, who works on the school
yearbook staff. She and her fellow staff member
8th grader Colby Johnson, who recorded video
of the event, cooperated very graciously with me
in sharing pictures.

BHS Speech and Debate
The following students have qualified for the NFL National Competition to be held
June 16-21!
In Lincoln-Douglas Debate: Samantha Johnson and Gentry Carter.
In International Extemporaneous: Blake Dewveall.
An article about them appeared in the Morning News on February 8. Congratulations,
and good luck!

Student work spotlight: I.T.
Stoddard Elementary School
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This January, Stoddard students
completed art projects in honor of Martin Luther
King Jr. These included coloring in line pictures
of Dr. King and making portraits of him with
cut-out construction paper. Following the same
theme, other students painted polychrome
handprints under copies of a poem that muses
on "how dull the world would be/If just one
single color was all that we could see."
See more pictures of art by Stoddard students including penguins and owls too - here.

Upcoming Events and Dates
District Wide
2/18: Presidents' Day: no school.
2/28: 7:00 p.m. 5th Grade Patriotic Program at BPAC.
Blackfoot High School
2/11-12: 7:00 p.m. "The Villain Wore a Dirty Shirt" @ BPAC.
2/11-15: BW District Tournament TBA.
2/11-23: BBB District Tournament TBA.
2/14-16: GBB State Tournament TBA.
2/16: Valentine's Dance
2/18: Musical Set Build Day.
2/20: Choir Concert.
2/22: Jazz Dance.
2/22-23: BW State Tournament TBA.
2/23-28: "Oklahoma!"
Mountain View Middle School
2/12: 4:30 p.m. Boys' and Girls' Basketball Sandcreek @ MVMS.
2/13: 4:30 p.m. Boys' and Girls' Basketball MVMS @ Madison.
2/19: 4:30 p.m. Boys' and Girls' Basketball MVMS @ Rigby.
2/20: Band Solo & Ensemble Festival.
2/21: Anti-bullying Lunch Activity - MVMS Percussion Band.
4:30 p.m. Boys' and Girls' Basketball MVMS @ Taylorview.
2/22: Anti-bullying activity at lunch - MVMS Jazz Band.
"Stomp Out Bullying" - wear boots.
7:00 p.m. Jazz Dance @ BPAC.
2/26: 4:30 p.m. Boys' and Girls' Basketball Eagle Rock @ MVMS.
Donald D. Stalker Elementary School
2/14: Valentine's Day parties.
2/15: 7:00 a.m. Pastries with Parents.
2/25-3/1: Dr. Seuss Week.
2/27: 5th Grade Tar Wars.
2/28: Dance-A-Thon Assembly.
Groveland Elementary School
2/14: 1:45 - 2:20. Valentine's Day class parties.
2/22: 5th Grade Share Fair.
I.T. Stoddard Elementary School
2/14: Vista Books AHOY! Read-In.
2/15: 5th Grade Sing-Along.
Ridge Crest Elementary School
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3-4:15 pm: Jump Rope Club.
Wapello Elementary School
2/22: Freaky Friday, Crazy Hair Day.
Irving Kindergarten Center
2/11: Spring Class Pictures.
2/21: 5 p.m. - 7 p.m. McTeacher's Night.
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March 2013
Putting together the newsletter always presents
interesting questions of timing. Sometimes I have
sent out an issue just as something interesting was
happening, or soon after it happened and had to write
about it in next month's issue. After four months in
the district office I understand better how much really
does go on in our schools every day and wonder if it is
possible to keep track of all of it. It certainly is proving
a great challenge to me, and so I hope no one is too
disappointed if I seem to slacken my attention to their
class or program. It is not through lack of caring.

Fifty Nifty . . .
History Day
Book Share
MVMS Bands
Calendar

Quick Links

District website
District Facebook
Last Month's Newsletter
BHS BroncWriter
Blackfoot Bands
BPAC

Still, I remain committed to expand recognition of the
positive actions and achievements of the students,
teachers and others in our district. The Facebook
page has been a lot of fun so far, and has what I
consider a decent following, although I know that not
everyone uses Facebook.
I welcome suggestions and conversations as to how I
might better serve this commitment. Good things
happen in our schools every day, and their stories can
best be told through collaboration. I'm very grateful
to everyone who takes pictures and writes about
events that I can't personally attend, and am always
willing to help share these with the world.
Sincerely,
Charles Stanford
stanchar@d55.k12.id.us
785-8800

Kathy Malm, Bekki Mangum, Kim Buck and Paula Maldonado in the MVMS Library.

BEA: "What Works in the Classroom"
On February 20, members of the Blackfoot Education Association presented "What Works
in the Classroom." This event took place in the MVMS Library and featured master teachers
from the district, hosted by Scott Fields.
Paula Maldonado showed some "foldables" which she gives to students in her Spanish
classes to take home. These help with vocabulary, and since they allow for interchangable
components of sentences, students can use them to form a variety of utterances and better
acquaint themselves with the structure of Spanish grammar.
Kim Buck shared techniques she uses to encourage motivation among her students,
especially by fostering a feeling of belonging in the class. She displays a sign in her classroom
which reads "Treat others the way you would like to be treated" and takes seriously the
responsibility of caring for her students as if they were her family. "You will always be mine," she
tells them. She also talked about various systems of incentives which she has found effective in
steering the students' behavior. She encourages students to exchange "warm fuzzies," which
consist of notes saying kind things about each other. The students cherish these expressions of
caring.
Bekki Mangum reported about creating an atmosphere of learning by various means:
adjusting the lighting, playing pleasant music in a variety of styles (making sure the selections
are appropriate: "I never leave it to chance with the radio"), and giving her students some
personal background about herself. Explaining to her students about her own history of
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struggles with school and her lifelong history with the community helps the students relate to her
personally, strengthening the connections that enable her to help them meet the challenges they
face. "Already I've connected with many of my students in ways that they can relate to . . . I failed
7th grade English . . . even though I understood English and felt it was a strength, I simply didn't
have support at home. This always leads to a great lesson on 'irony' as I have been teaching
middle school English for 8 years now!"
Kathy Malm continued these themes, emphasizing the need to get to know students and
spend time with them: "too often, a teacher may be the only positive person students interact
with. Giving respect to students is what earns you their respect." When her students know she
cares, they more readily accept high standards. "Many of the students that I gave failing or low
grades to are the ones that I get thank yous from and hugs from now that they have graduated
and moved on in life."
See two more pictures from the event here.

BHS Comic Book Club
On February 22, the BHS Comic Book
Club had a video conversation with Philip
Gelatt and Tyler Crook, an author and artist
who collaborated on the graphic novel
Petrograd. Andrew Hames and Micheal Moll
set up the three-way video conference using
Google hangouts. The students could barely
contain their excitement and listened intently
as the two professionals shared stories of their
careers. They also answered questions from
students.
Andrew Hames organized the Comic
Book Club last year, after several of his choir
students expressed interest in the superhero posters on the walls of the choir room. The purpose
of the club is to foster and encourage interest in comics and graphic novels and to promote their
reading and appreciation as a legitimate medium of story-telling.
See images from the event here.

BHS: Panel Discussions in History class
History can be the most fascinating of subjects and may well be the most vital in preparing
young people for citizenship. As Geddy Lee sings, "when you lose the past, the future makes no
sense."
How unfortunate that students so often view history the same way most of us would
contemplate a root canal.
Recently I visited the Dual Enrollment US History class at BHS and sat in on a class
activity that helps young people feel connected to history as a vital concern. The class includes
weekly panel discussions of social and ethical questions drawn from historical events. Students in
a panel present positions on different sides of the question before opening up the discussion to
the entire class. The discussion is lively: participants give sharp insights and are on the alert to
spot logical fallacies, but the tone stays civil throughout. Although the panel members argue
different sides of a question, this is different than a debate. The intent is not for opponents to
defend their positions, but for the group to consider the different opinions surrounding a
question and to examine its underlying facts.
Vicki Chase, who teaches the class, arranges these discussions as an antidote to the
loathsome old teaching methods of "read this, answer that, fill out worksheets until you're dead."
The students can delve into the topics and investigate, which leads to a better understanding.
Sharing their ideas in a group leads them to reevaluate, and often amend, their opinions.
The students in the class were enthusiastic in enumerating the benefits to this approach of
learning history:
"It makes you think."
"Your opinion actually matters."
"This is better than listening to a teacher drone on."
"I used to hate history classes. I had to memorize vocabulary instead of learning history . .
. the textbooks just say what happens, nothing more."
These discussions also help the students connect historical questions with the wider world
and to see the same principles showing up in other events throughout their lives, even when
watching movies or playing their much-maligned video games.
See pictures of the discussion here.

BHS SkillsUSA
Representatives from SkillsUSA visited the
wood and metal shops at BHS on February 15 to
judge students competing in cabinet making and
welding. Two finalists and a third alternate from
each category will advance to the state
competition held in Nampa on April 11-12.

In the cabinet making category:
1st place: Sophomore Jared Evans.
2nd place: Junior Jake Lauritsen.
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3rd place: Freshman Ryan Kunz.
In the welding contest:
1st place: Zack Hall
2nd place: Cade Adakai
3rd place: Tyler Morgan
Welding Fabrication (three-person teams design and build a fire pit):
John Roberts, Austin Peterson and Chaz Packham
Also the following will be competing in the Job interview category: John Roberts, Tyler Morgan,
Austin Peterson and Chaz Packham.
Zack Hall will be competing in Technical Relater Math.
Click here for more pictures of the testing day.

The Feudal System rendered in Legos
Sixth Grade Social Studies Teacher Deborah
Kraml has discovered the benefits of Lego play in the
classroom. While she worked at Wapello Elementary
School, she organized the "Lego Festival," an annual
opportunity for all students to gather and build with
Legos. It was a great way for students of all ages and
abilities to work together on common projects they
designed and created.
In her classroom at BSGS she continues to use
Legos on a smaller scale. Her most recent class project
had the students building models of medieval manors.
The assignment directed the students to work in groups of two or more and to include portrayals
of the essential features of a manor under the Feudal system: agriculture, castle, artisans, village,
and church.
In the late 1970s, Umberto Eco (author of the famous medieval murder mystery
The Name of the Rose) wrote "Dreaming of the Middle Ages," an insightful essay examining the
enduring popular fascination with that time period, or rather, with our varying imaginings of that
time period. This immediately calls for further qualification since the thousand-year stretch we
conveniently classify as "medieval" can be further broken down into two eras: the Early and the
High Middle Ages. It is unfortunate that these two should be further confused under the label of
"Dark Ages," since the eleventh through fifteenth centuries brought forth impressive flowerings
of not only art and music, but also engineering and technology throughout Europe setting the
stage for the Age of Exploration. One of the most important causes for the flourishing of medieval
civilization was the three-field system of crop rotation which Mrs. Kraml has taught her sixthgraders about: the introduction of legumes into regular cultivation, improved soil fertility and
nutrition in Europe.
Fantasy literature as we know it today owes a tremendous debt to the romanticizing of the
Middle Ages that began as soon as those ages ended, typified by Ludovico Ariosto's iconic
Orlando Furioso, boosted by Horace Walpole's The Castle of Otranto and accelerated in the
popular consciousness by the likes of Walter Scott, William Morris and the Pre-Raphaelite
Brotherhood. This was the background for Tolkien's great success which canonized most of the
genre's current conventions. In its proliferating varieties, fantasy remains a wildly popular choice
of adolescent readers. They may thereby be at an advantage to learn to appreciate the historical
medieval eras, which laid the foundations of many institutions and problems that still shape
society.
Of course there are Castle-themed Lego sets, but the students don't use these for this
assignment, at least not exclusively. The jumbled bricks they mine for their models include pieces
from various themed sets, the majority being basic building pieces. Aesthetics are not the aim of
this assignment, even though creativity is encouraged - in fact, it becomes indispensable when
using such materials. Therefore, this project draws on student creativity to build something that
is first and foremost a portrayal of a social and economic structure. To quote Eco in reference to
these models: they "lack sublimity, thank God, and thus look more 'human.'"
The project also brings together students from different backgrounds and skill levels in a
way that traditional classroom instruction does not. Working in their small groups unites them in
a common purpose while providing for individual expression of their different talents.
See more pictures from this event here.

Student Work Spotlight: BSGS
Students in Mr. McKenzie's
Sixth-Grade Art class have been learning
how to use perspective in their drawings, a
technique that was unknown in the Middle
Ages. Meanwhile, Ms. Kraml's classroom
walls have some lovely examples of "cave
art" done by her students, as well as
colorings of Hindu Rangoli designs and
Mayan calendars. Click here to see them.

Fort Hall: Read Across America
At Fort Hall Elementary School on
February 27, the students had a wonderful time
immersing themselves in stories. The Read
Across America event honors the legacy of Dr.
Seuss, and at Fort Hall there were activities
drawing on that rich and delightful body of work,
as well as other celebrations of our two most
enduring narrative media. (Although the event is
scheduled for March 1, school was out that day
for grades K-8.)
A book swap in the gym gathered
gently-used children's books to distribute to the
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Firefighter Tony Siaz reads There's a Wocket students. In the library, local authors and
representatives of law enforcement, the fire
in My Pocket!
department, and the school district took turns
reading to classes in rotating shifts. I had the great pleasure of introducing fifth graders to works
by Neil Gaiman, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and Walter De la Mare.
Two Tribal storytellers, Thomas Mendez and Charlene Wahtomy, shared traditional tales
in one of the classrooms. The stories touched on the importance of listening to parents, being
aware of family members and knowing who to trust, and watching out for each other. The
storytellers distributed booklets printed bilingually in English and Shoshoni which included
pictures for the students to color.
In another classroom, students played bingo by matching phrases with contractions.
Last but not least, there were Dr. Seuss-themed activities. In the gym, students played
with pans of "oobleck" (corn starch mixed with water and colored green) and had "Sneetch
snacks" - peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. The kitchen even served green eggs and ham for
lunch!
The Sneetches formed the focus of another activity in another classroom: Chelle Mangum
read the story to groups of students and then shared detailed advice on how to work against
bullying. She emphasized the importance of intervening when they see someone picking on
someone else and making sure to confront a bully in a group instead of alone.
In preparation for the day, the students had hung Dr. Seuss-inspired artwork on the walls.
The event also coincided with a pajama day, and all of this combined to create a day of delight
and enjoyment, which are essential in passing on knowledge and wisdom.
See pictures from the day here.

Ohana families bond at Groveland
This year at Groveland Elementary, Mrs.
Silzly introduced a program called "Ohana
Families", to help celebrate the differences we all
share as a community. Each group includes a
mixture of all grade levels with a teacher to guide
the monthly activities.
The first activity of the year helped the students
learn about not judging others. The students made
paper plate faces of themselves to see how others
see them and how they see themselves.
Another activity was designed to demonstrate
individuality. Just as each real snowflake is
Building friendship across ages.
unique, the students made their own unique paper
snowflake. A Winter Wonderland was created in the halls with the snowflakes.
The latest activity reinforced what special qualities each student possesses. Students
played a bingo game where the bingo chips were placed on spaces that described some of the
qualities or experiences they have such as, "plays piano", "owns a pet", and "born in another
state".
The Ohana Families' activities have helped the students to make new friends, become more
aware and accepting of each others' differences and to just have fun.
-Contributed by Dale Brown.
See more pictures of Groveland students in their Ohana families (and T-shirts) here.

"Fifty Nifty United States" at Groveland
(Does anyone remember singing that song in school?)
On February 22, fifth grade students at Groveland presented a
"Share Fair" consisting of exhibits they had made representing
each of the fifty states. The rest of the school toured the
exhibits throughout the day, learning interesting and
surprising facts about the states from the presenters who
The hands that built America. regaled them with treats or awarded them for answering mini
quizzes.
Some of the presentations were very detailed and creative. Since the states were assigned,
the project led the students to learn new things about places they have never been and to
appreciate the diversity of our country.
Click here to see pictures from the fair.

District Students at Regional History
Day Competition
History Day is something close to my own
heart. I was involved in it as an archivist in New
Mexico, helping students research manuscript
collections and judging a regional competition. As an
example of project-based learning, History Day is
ideal. There is no aspect of learning, or skill set, that
these projects do not engage.
Vicki Chase's students in the GT program for
Noelle Johansen polishes her
6th-8th grade competed in the Regional History Day
contest that was held on March 1st at Rocky Mountain presentation on the Triangle Shirtwaist
Factory Fire.
Middle School. Blackfoot took forty 6th, 7th, and 8th
grade students and five high school students. In total,
the district received 36 1st - 4th place ribbons. We have 24 students who qualified (1st or 2nd
place) for the State contest which will be held on April 6 in Caldwell, Idaho.
Congratulations to all the following students:

Scott
Rosario
Kaitlyn
Scott
Ally
Hagen
Dylan

Carter
Rivas
VanOrden
Cannon
Pack
Moore
Pope

Junior 4th
Junior 4th
Junior 4th
Junior 4th
Junior 4th
Junior 4th
Junior 3rd

Individual Website
Individual Documentary
Individual Documentary
Individual Exhibit
Individual Exhibit
Individual Website
Individual Exhibit
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Kon
Robinson
Junior 3rd Individual Exhibit
Rebecca Struhs
Junior 3rd Individual Performance
Hazel
Folsom
Junior 3rd Individual Website
Daniel
Andrade
Junior 3rd Individual Website
Sabrina Satterthwaite
Junior 2nd Historical Paper
Cameron Hansen
Junior 2nd Individual Documentary
Jace
Jorgensen
Junior 2nd Individual Documentary
Briyonna Yazzie
Junior 2nd Individual Documentary
Christyl Dunn
Junior 2nd Individual Exhibit
Emma
Harris
Junior 2nd Individual Exhibit
Anastasia Rightler
Junior 2nd Individual Exhibit
Cami
Dougal
Junior 2nd Individual Performance
Jordan Reynolds and Brenden Willey Junior 1st Group Website
Derek
Baker
Junior 1st Individual Documentary
Jerica
Satterthwaite
Junior 1st Individual Documentary
Ahna
Yancey
Junior 1st Individual Documentary
Brian
Castaneda
Junior 1st Individual Exhibit
Hayley Hawker
Junior 1st Individual Exhibit
Rashelle Howe
Junior 1st Individual Exhibit
Emma
Nelson
Junior 1st Individual Exhibit
Noelle
Johansen
Junior 1st Individual Performance
Nicholas Hammond
Junior 1st Individual Website
Colby
Johnson
Junior 1st Individual Website
Elisabeth Yancey
Senior 2nd Historical Paper
Maren
Nield
Senior 1st Historical Paper
Bryan
Chase
Senior 1st Individual Documentary
Jacob
Harris
Senior 1st Individual Exhibit
Bryce
Chase
Senior 1st Individual Website
See pictures of the students' preparation and displays here.

MVMS Book Share
Although reading can be a
solitary and intensely personal
activity, sharing books can be one of
the most rewarding and exciting
parts of it. Teresa Martinsen
oversees a Book Share in the MVMS
library every month. Students enjoy
a treat and take turns telling the
others about a book they have read.
Each book share bears a theme
which the students follow in
presenting to their peers. In
February, Mrs. Martinsen asked the
students to talk about someone or
something that a character loves.
The students' love of their favorite books was visible in their presentations, as well as in their
conversations before the event.
See pictures of the event here.

MVMS Band Performances
Making music together is a powerful social bond, and
working towards mastery of an instrument is a very
effective way to grow individual confidence and courage in
young people vulnerable to social predation (I speak from
experience). On February 21st and 22nd, MVMS hosted
anti-bullying activities in the form of musical performances
during the lunch hour. The Percussion Ensemble, on
Thursday, and the Jazz Band, on Friday, filled the large
space with exciting music. Students listened as they ate,
and there were chairs set up closer to the stage area where
teachers and parents sat.
On the evening of the 22nd, the MVMS Jazz Band
joined the BHS Jazz Band for the Jazz Dance at the BPAC.
This included instruction on swing dance techniques before the dance started, to help those who
attended enjoy the event more confidently.
This district is very fortunate to have such a strong music program.
See pictures of the lunch hour performances here.

Upcoming Events and Dates
District Wide
3/11: 3-5 p.m.: Common Core Workshop at BPAC.
3/25-3/29: Spring Break.
Blackfoot High School

4/14/2015 2:29 PM

News from Blackfoot School District #55

6 of 6

http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs156/1102707682273/archive/11127...

3/11: 12 p.m. Golf w/Twin Falls @Blue Lakes CC.
3/12: 12 p.m. Tennis w/ Wood River/ Century @Century.
3/13: 3:30 p.m. 3:30 p.m. GSB w/Madison (2) @Home.
3/14: 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. "Oklahoma!" matinee.
3:30 p.m. Tennis w/Madison @home.
3:30 p.m. Track w/Twin Falls & Bonneville @Canyon Ridge.
4 p.m. BBB @Home w/ Idaho Falls.
3/15-16: 7 p.m. "Oklahoma!" performance.
3:30 p.m. Tennis @ Jerome.
4 p.m. BBB @ Skyline.
3/16: 4 p.m. BBB @ Minico.
3/18-19: 7 p.m. "Oklahoma!" performance.
3/19: 9 a.m. Symphonic Band @ ISU Festival.
3 p.m. Tennis @ Idaho Falls.
4 p.m. GSB w/Skyline @ Blackfoot.
3/20: 2 p.m.
Golf w/Skyline/Hillcrest @Blackfoot.
3/21: 3:30 p.m. Tennis @Skyline.
3:30 p.m. Track w/ Rigby & Madison @Blackfoot.
4 p.m. GSB @Hillcrest.
BBB @Home w/Pocatello.
3/22: 4 p.m. BBB @Pocatello.
3/25: 1 p.m. BBB @Home w/ Burley.
3/28-30: Bucks Bags Tourney @Boise TBD.
Mountain View Middle School
3/21: 8:30-11:30 a.m. PLATO training.
3/22: "Put a Cap on Bullying": wear hats.
Donald D. Stalker Elementary School
3/13: Spring Picture Day.
7 p.m. Family Reading Night.
3/14: 8:30 a.m. "Oklahoma!" at BPAC.
Groveland Elementary School
3/11, 12:30 pm: 2nd Trimester Awards Assembly.
3/15: Danish with Dad.
3/19: Ohana Family Activity.
3/21: Spelling Bees, grades 3-5.
3/22: 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Grandparents' Day.
Independence Alternative High School
3/14: 5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m. Parent, Teacher Conference.
3/22: End of Block 9.
3 p.m. Orientation.
I.T. Stoddard Elementary School
3/13: 50 in a Minute.
6-7:30 p.m. PTO Science Night with ISU.
3/14: "Oklahoma!" at BPAC.
3/19: 8:30 a.m. Bus evacuation drill.
3/21: Spring Portraits.
3/22: 1st Grade Sing-Along.
Ridge Crest Elementary School
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3-4:15 pm: Jump Rope Club.
Wapello Elementary School
3/13: Science Fair 1st-3rd Grade.
3/14: Science Fair, 4th-5th Grade.
3/18: 12:30-1:30 p.m. Fun Run.
3/21: Class Pictures.
3/22: Freaky Friday - Twin Day.
Irving Kindergarten Center
3/6-8: Parent-Teacher Conferences.
3/18: Germ fighting presentation.
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As I prepare this issue of the newsletter, we are
suffering through a rather disagreeable cold spell.
Don't forget that the return of warmer weather is just
around the corner, and keep your eyes open.
Wonderful things are happening in our schools every
day, and I appreciate your help in making them
known to the public.
Charles Stanford, public relations specialist
785-8800
stanchar@d55.k12.id.us
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Bear Night at Stalker
Some of the most awesome denizens of
Idaho's wild lands are its bears. Black bears
and grizzly bears both live within the state
boundaries, and each species has its own
distinguishing characteristics of appearance
and behavior. If you venture out into the wild
much, it will serve you well to know how to
identify and peacefully coexist with bears.
Face painting.
Of course, bears also serve as a symbol
of children's play, with one of the most iconic toys being fashioned in their image. This
makes it even more important for children to learn about the behavior of wild bears if
they are to spend time in their habitat.
Librarian Cherie Simpson likes to organize a theme every month for the library
at Donald D. Stalker Elementary School, and tries to organize a Family Reading Night
every year. When she got a call from the Distinguished Young Women at BHS offering
service, she decided to enlist them in putting together this year's reading night. Since
the theme for March was "Give a book a bear hug," Cherie devised a bear-themed
Family Reading Night for March 13.
The event began with a "Bear Picnic" in the cafeteria. Representatives of the
Fish and Game Department then presented interesting and important facts about the
bears that live in Idaho. After that, children roamed between activity stations. The
DYW painted faces and conducted games of musical chairs and fishing. Children also
made bear puppets from brown paper bags.
After the activities, hopeful children gathered in the gym for a drawing to
receive free books. Those who took part in the evening's events also took home a
newspaper-style handout to help them remember what they had leanred about these
dangerous yet endearing animals.
See a few more pictures of the event here.

District Personnel Prepare for Common Core
On Tuesday, March 19, Wapello Elementary Principal Brandee Hewatt hosted a
meeting to discuss strategies for implementing the new Common Core State Standards
in the Blackfoot School District. The conference room at the district office was full of
teachers of all grades from all around the district. Hewatt, who also serves as the
curriculum director for the district, shared a promotional video for the standards from
the Ohio Department of Education. The Common Core State Standards, which have
been adopted by 46 states and the District of Columbia, aim for depth instead of
breadth: deeper coverage of fewer topics and mastery of critical thinking skills, with the
express goal of preparing students for employment in twenty-first-century job markets.
Information about them is available at http://www.corestandards.org/.
Discussion was lively as teachers shared several ideas on how they might use
these standards to their advantage. One teacher said that the Common Core brings
schools closer to how they used to teach, while adding more accountability. In the past,
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students have enjoyed studying thematic units which included several disciplines or
subject areas. Teachers discussed how they might involve students more closely in
curriculum planning to encourage motivation and interest, and avoid lessons that feel
"canned."
Several teachers expressed enthusiasm for the standards as an opportunity to focus more
on principles and thinking beyond memorization of facts and figures. Incorporating the
standards may bring social studies into a more prominent role, working with other
departments and possibly even the wider community.
Brandee Hewatt pointed out that elementary schools already teach in an
integrated manner. This was a chief factor in her motivation to become an educator, and
the older styles of more integrated teaching have been a source of satisfaction to
teachers before testing usurped the focus and killed joy.
Teachers also suggested ways to share their accumulated experience and
knowledge as they move forward in putting these standards into practice.

History Day Students in State Competition
On April 6, 2013 the Blackfoot School District had 23 students from grades 6-11
attend the State History Day contest held at the College of Idaho in Caldwell. The
following students received recognition at the contest:
Noelle Johansen - 8th grade student from MVMS received a 2nd place for her
performance on the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire,
Derek Baker - 8th grade student from MVMS received a 2nd place for his
documentary on the creation of the Polio vaccine,
Cami Dougal -8th grade student from MVMS received a 4th place for her
performance on Rosie the Riveter,
Jacob Harris - Junior from BHS received a 1st place for his exhibit on Plessey vs.
Ferguson,
Maren Nield - Junior from BHS received a 2nd place for her paper on American
Exceptionalism,
Bryan Chase - Junior from BHS received a 3rd place for his documentary on the
creation of Yellowstone National Park.
Noelle, Derek, Jacob, and Maren qualified to represent Blackfoot at the National
Contest in College Park, MD June 10-15, 2013.
-Vicki Chase

INL Workers Demonstrate Space Battery at
Wapello
Students at Wapello Elementary School got a rare
treat on March 22 when representatives from Idaho
National Laboratories brought in a model of a multimillion-dollar battery. The Radioisotope Thermoelectric
Generator in one version or another was used for the
Apollo moon landings and has powered unmanned space
vehicles since 1973, including Voyagers I and II and the
Curiosity Rover.
Stephen Johnson and Lynne Coe-Leavitt presented a mockup of the battery and
told students about its development. They also encouraged students to work hard in
learning math and science, pointing to the importance of those disciplines in space
exploration.
See more pictures from the visit here.

Ridge Crest Ropers
Have you heard of the Ridge Crest Ropers? They are a new
jump rope team at Ridge Crest Elementary School for grades one
through five. They have been practicing and learning how to jump
rope since October and performed for a school-wide assembly on
March 22, 2013. Quincy Lindsay, 5th grader, said, "It's the best thing
ever because on Friday we get to be out of class two different times to perform. I am so
excited!!"
Due to an overwhelming response from the students wishing to participate on
the jump rope team, they had to separate the students into a Tuesday club and a
Thursday club. Head coach and 5th grade teacher, Mrs. Alicia Kepler said, "I didn't
expect that kind of response, but it makes me happy that so many kids were excited and
willing to be a part of the team. The team consists of 100 students and 9
teacher/coaches. The teams practice once a week after school for one hour and fifteen
minutes. "I go home after practice really tired," says Rowdy Kepler, third grader, "it's
hard work but a lot of fun." Students were expected to come to practice prepared with
their jump rope and the correct type of shoes for jumping. Mrs. Melinda Powers, 3rd
grade teacher and coach, said she was impressed by the level of responsibility the
students demonstrated throughout the many practices. Also attendance was a priority,
students were asked to commit and be at every practice. They all knew if they missed a
week of practice they were behind everyone else. Out of the 100 students who signed
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up, 35 had perfect attendance and no one on the team missed more than the allotted 5
times. Mrs. Jill Bonnel, 2nd grade teacher and coach, said: "I was very impressed with
the dedication that these kids shown throughout jump rope and their skills greatly
improved."
Some of the skills the students learned were: single front cross, back cross, long
rope, figure-eight, partner jumping, egg beater, the triangle, and double Dutch. 1st
grader, Colby Bodkin said, "I couldn't even jump the single rope in the beginning and
now I can jump and cross my hands. It is so cool!" Learning to turn the rope was a
challenge for a lot of the students. They didn't realize how important it was to be able to
turn the rope correctly. Alexandria Adams, 5th grader, says, "Jumping double Dutch is
easy but turning the ropes for double Dutch is harder than what you might think."
Davyn Czepkowski , 4th grader, says "the egg beater has been the most challenging for
me because you have to try to get 5 people into two crossed ropes." Mrs. Kathy
Behrend, coach and 2nd grade teacher, says "The jump rope team has taught the kids
they can accomplish anything if they just practice. Students were actually saying this in
the regular classroom as well as at jump rope."
"Having a jump rope team at our school has been very beneficial for the
students," Principal Colin Folsom said, "What a great idea to have a safe place for
student to go after school and get healthy." It definitely has been a positive experience
for the students and everyone is looking forward to another year of the Ridge Crest
Ropers.
-Alicia Kepler

Star Tutors
Star Tutor is a one credit elective class
offered through Blackfoot High School. Because
Stoddard is so close to the high school, we are
lucky to have many star tutors! This trimester we
have 46 students who participate in the Stoddard
Star Tutor program throughout the day. High
school students are assigned to a classroom for
one trimester. They can work with kids in 1st 5th grade.
We have several students who sign up for
Quinn Early poses with some of his the Star Tutor program multiple times. Quinn
young friends.
Early (10th grade) has been in Mrs. Buck's 5th
grade classroom for 2 trimesters. He said, "One
of my favorite things about being a Star Tutor is getting to know the kids. They are like
my friends now."
Star Tutors are given specific assignments by their classroom teachers. They do
anything from one on one reading instruction, to running small groups focusing on
math, reading, or spelling, to helping with craft projects. Mrs. Leiseth, a second grade
teacher, enjoys the Star Tutors because they are able to spend time helping kids who
need a little bit of extra attention. She also appreciates the high school students for
being such great role models.
The Star Tutor program is a great opportunity for both the BHS students and the
Stoddard teachers. The people who receive the greatest benefit of all are the elementary
students who say THANK YOU and we love our Star Tutors!
--Jennifer Hatch
See more pictures of the Star Tutors here.

Taped to the Wall
On March 22, students at Donald D. Stalker Elementary School were rewarded
for their participation in the dance-a-thon fundraiser by a special assembly. The object
of this assembly: to tape five teachers to the wall.
Staff members called students forward by name to collect the lengths of duct
tape they had earned. After collecting the length of tape, the student then went and
stuck it to one of the long-suffering teachers who were standing against the wall, most
of them on crates. As the ritual progressed, the roar of the children's mirth grew along
with the silvery webs holding their teachers immobile.
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When all the tape had been disposed of, the school staff pulled the crates out
from their colleagues' feet, and as one after another tore free from the wall, their fellow
teachers helped them peel away the tape. The last one down was Miss Jones, who had
so much tape holding her up that she was unable to even budge without help.
See more pictures of the event here.

Wapello Fun Run
On March 18, the Wapello PTA held
their annual "Timberwolf Trot" Fun Run (or
Fun Walk, as the case may be), a fundraiser
where students collect donations pledged
according to the distance they walk. Due to
the weather, most of the track for this year's
event was within the school building,
including a circuit through the gym, where a
DJ played music and the BHS cheerleaders
offered encouragement.
Students paced themselves and
several family members joined them as they
Aspen was unstoppable.
flowed through the halls of the school.
Afterwards they gathered in a brief
assembly and then returned to their rooms. A few classes were allowed to hold
sprinting races down the hall.
See more pictures of the event here.

Student Artwork Spotlight: Fort Hall
In the last newsletter I mentioned the Dr.
Seuss-themed artwork at Fort Hall Elementary. The
students had devised paper creatures by mixing and
matching parts, and had cut out footprints from paper
which they decorated in cute ways. There were also
posters promoting books the students had read and
encouraging "bucket filling" kind behavior. Click
here to see them.
Scary feet!

Upcoming Events and Dates
District Wide
4/19: No school.
Blackfoot High School
4/16: Gem State Instrumental Festival @ Idaho Falls.
4:30 p.m. BBB @ Home w/ Hillcrest.
9 a.m. Golf Falls Classic @ Pinecrest.
3:30 p.m. Tennis @ Highland.
4 p.m. GSB @ Rigby (2).
4/18: 3:30 p.m. Tennis w/Century @ home.
4-7:30 p.m. Parent-Teacher Conference.
4/19: Prom.
Tennis E. Idaho Tournament @ Idaho Falls TBA.
3 p.m. Track Tiger/Griz Invitational @ Ravsten Stadium.
4/20: Tennis E. Idaho Tournament @ Idaho Falls TBA.
10 a.m. Track Tiger/Griz Invitational @ Ravsten Stadium.
4:30 p.m. BBB @ Shelley.
4/22: Choir Concert.
4/23: 10 a.m. Golf Madison Invitational @ Rexburg.
4 p.m. GSB w/Century (2) @ Home.
4:30 p.m. BBB w/Madison @ Home.
4/24: All Band Night.
3:30 p.m. Tennis w/Skyline @ Home.
4/25-30: We the People Nationals.
4/25: 2 p.m. Golf Brown Paddle Challenger @ Blackfoot.
3:30 p.m. Tennis @ Rigby.
3:30 p.m. Track Bingham County Invitational @ Blackfoot.
4:30 p.m. BBB @ Century.
4/26: 4:30 p.m. BBB w/Century @ Home.
4/27: 11 a.m. GSB w/Preston (2) @ Home.
4/30: 3:30 p.m. Tennis w/Bonneville @ Home.
4 p.m. GSB @ Bonneville (2).
4:30 p.m. BBB @ Bonneville.
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Blackfoot Sixth Grade School
4/17: Parent-Teacher Conference.
Mountain View Middle School
4/16-18: 8th Grade ISAT testing.
4/17: 4:15-7:30 p.m. Parent-Teacher Conference in gym.
4/18: 4:30p.m. Track Meet: Sandcreek @ MVMS (BHS Field).
4/23-26: 7th Grade ISAT testing.
4/24: 7 p.m. All Band Night @ BPAC.
4/25: Jazz Band plays during lunch. "Shade Out Drugs" - wear sunglasses.
4/26: 4:30 p.m. Track Meet: MVMS @ Taylorview (Ravsten Stadium).
4/29: 7th Grade students may pick up petitions for 8th Grade student government
positions.
Groveland Elementary School
4/16: 1:45 p.m. Ohana activity.
Independence Alternative High School
4/19: End Block 10.
3 p.m. Orientation.
4/22: Start Block 11.
Ridge Crest Elementary School
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3-4:15 pm: Jump Rope Club.
Wapello Elementary School
4/18: Report cards sent home.
4/26: Freaky Friday, Hat Day.
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The school year is almost over, and like the buds
bursting into blossoms and leaves, the long months
of preparation within the schools now burst into a
flurry of activity. I have noted with satisfaction the
recent positive coverage in the local newspaper of our
students' achievements, and am happy to be working
alongside them to bring good news to your
awareness.
For every story that they or I catch and share with
you, there is more that happens which you might not
see. Therefore I hope every parent who reads this
will take time to talk to their children in school about
what they are doing. Find out what is going on in
your child's life, listen with patience and with
understanding, and talk to them about how it relates
to the wider world.
Charles Stanford, public relations specialist
785-8800
stanchar@d55.k12.id.us

BHS Drama in State Top Three
The BHS Drama Club competed at the state
competition on ISU campus on April 27 with the
one-act play "It's Not You, It's Me." This humorous
portrayal of several different ways relationships
might end gained the team a Top Three award.
Teams had to set up, perform and tear down within
45 minutes.
On May 4, the club performed "It's Not You,
Life's too short not to be the school's cutest It's Me" at a Drama and Speech Open House at the
couple.
BPAC. On Thursday May 2 I visited their
rehearsal, where I caught these shots.

BHS Skills USA Follow-up
The SkillsUSA representatives from BHS were
written up in an article in the Morning News on April
25. The competition is very close at state and national
events, with winners taking the lead by single points
or even fractions of points. This shows that no matter
what place someone takes in these competitions, they
have all reached a high and commendable level of skill
and competence.
Messrs. Evans, Lauritsen, Hall and
Morgan converse with Leslie Mielke from
Visiting the shops in BHS and watching the
the Morning News.
students at work confirms this. Every student may
grow in confidence in their ability to make useful things, and this can be a lifelong
benefit to them, their families and their community. (As one example, Jake Lauritsen,
who took first place in cabinet making, recently finished a large desk for his family's
home, as pictured here.)

"Books Ahoy!" Program at I.T. Stoddard
Avast, ye lubbers! For those of ye what haven't heard, the
literate buccaneers at Stoddard blew their book readin' goal clear
outta the water - shiver me timbers! For findin' a treasure in
every letter, they were treated to a celebratory occasion of much
mirth and frivolity. As you can see from this article in the
Morning News, the event was a rip-roarin' time. We got pictures,
and blow me down - there be so many we've had to sorrrt 'em into
two albums! If ye dare, click your mouse on these links here and
here to see moarrrrr views of the jollification.
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3D Printing Arrives at MVMS
As we continue to move into the 21st century
we continue to witness real-life events which call to
mind and challenge the last century's science fiction.
One of these is the evolving manufacturing
technique of three-dimensional printing, which has
grown explosively in popular perceptions over the
last few years.
Doug Turner is now helping students at
MVMS to gain their own first-hand experience in
this exciting field of technology. Recently he
installed a Mendel Max printer in the metals and
A quick model of a car nears
engines shop at the school. The Mendel Max is a
completion.
version of the RepRap, a light-weight 3D printer
which can print many of its own parts. 3D printers
build up an object by an additive process, layer by layer, in a method similar to those
used by CNC (computer-numerical control) machines which cut metal or wood into two
dimensional shapes.
While these machines have been used for years in heavy industry, do-it-yourself
enthusiasts have also been working on smaller-scale models which can be operated in
domestic settings. An open source distribution of designs for machines and printable
goods, together with a growing network of user communities, are bringing about what
may prove to be one of the most important manufacturing revolutions in history.
In a recent demonstration of the Mendel Max in class, "Mr. T" invited the
students to speculate on where 3D printing technology might go in the next five years.
The machine at MVMS prints from an ABS plastic filament (PLA is the other most
widely-used material). Currently these machines are most useful for making models and
prototypes, but they can also replace components to larger objects that are otherwise
unavailable, like some hinge pieces Doug printed from fifty cents' worth of plastic,
which saved a $400 helmet from the trash. Open source 3D printing enthusiasts continue
to experiment with designs and materials, and now the students of Mountain View
Middle School have an opportunity to join the next generation of industrial innovators.
See more scenes of the Mendel Max in action here!

MVMS Drama Gets a Master Class
As part of their productive year, Sharon Hoge's Mountain
View Players were very fortunate to have a brief workshop with
the one and only Tim Behrens, whose stage interpretations of
Patrick McManus stories have made him a regular favorite at the
BPAC. He performed McManus in Love there on Valentine's Day,
and earlier on that day before the performance he paid a visit to the
middle school, where he led the players through a range of
humorously challenging exercises. Looking through the past couple months of the
newsletter, I realized I had not mentioned this event, and in order to remedy that
negligence, here is this brief article, better late than never. You can see more pictures
from the workshop here.

Student Art Spotlight: Ridge Crest
Some delightful work has been on display at Ridge Crest,
including colorful fish, music-themed collages, flowers and more. Click
here to see the nifty things the students have been doing.
On the same day I took those pictures, I also caught students and
teachers wearing crazy outfits and flying kites.

Idaho Reads! at Wapello
Idaho Reads! VISTA is a grant opportunity offered by the State Department of
Education, funded though Corporation for National and Community Service. Eligible
applicants are Idaho elementary schools containing a K-3 grade span that qualify for
Title I services, and/or literacy programs serving children in Kindergarten through third
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grade serving a low income population.
The volunteers help put together some wonderful activities, and I had the great
privilege to take part in a Breakfast Buddies reading with 4th graders at Wapello on
April 26. Click here to see pictures from the event, which also occurred on hat day, as
you might have guessed.

"The Voice of the Broncos" Retires
Charley Hopkins, who has served as the "voice of the Blackfoot Broncos" for
over 20 years, is moving back to his home in Treasure Valley.
Charley and his wife Debbie met and were married in Moscow over 40 years ago while
attending UI. After graduating, he joined the US Army, which took them overseas to
Germany for five years. After that, they moved to Minneapolis, MN, where he worked
in personnel management in St. Paul. In 1988, they moved to Blackfoot where Charley
began a 24-year term of employment as human resources director with Nonpareil (he
retired from there last year).
Debbie had substitute taught during their travels, and when they moved here she
began working for Blackfoot School District 55. She has taught at Stoddard, Stalker and
Groveland in grades 1-5, reading recovery and Title 1.
In 1990, BHS band booster Janet Crook asked Charley to announce a band
competition. The next spring the Hopkins' son was on the BHS track team, and Coach
Barlow welcomed Charley's offer to announce for an upcoming meet. That fall, when
the school's former announcer Tom Moss left, Charley took over and has been
announcing for most of the school's sporting events ever since. Besides football, he has
announced for basketball, wrestling, softball and baseball. He also frequently took up
the microphone for high school assemblies. Veterans' Day celebrations held a special
place in his heart.
Charley has lent his voice to community events: volleyball games, the Eastern
Idaho State Fair, parades, the Elks' Demolition Derby and the Relay for Life. In all this
he has enjoyed the support of Nonpareil, who encourage and expect their executives to
take part in the life of the community. During the Hopkins' time in Blackfoot, Charley
has also been active in the Rotary club and served for 12 years in the Blackfoot
Chamber of Commerce, three of those years as its president.
Over the past 15 years, Debbie has worked beside her husband in announcing
some sporting events, helping him out as spotter and scoring track meets. During
football or basketball games she pointed to a name on the list to identify who had just
made a tackle or basket. "I never could get her to speak into the microphone, but she did
all the work," he says.
The Hopkins' consistent and modest service to the people of Blackfoot have
formed a commendable role model, and we wish them the best in the next stage of their
life.

Upcoming Events and Dates
District Wide
5/27: No school.
5/31: Last day of school for grades 1-12.
Blackfoot High
5/15: Band awards concert.
5/16: BBB state tournament TBA.
1:00. Track 4A State @ Don Larsen Park.
5/17-18: Racquet/Swim Club TBA.
GSB state tournament @ Post Falls HS TBA.
BBB state tournament TBA.
5/17: Tennis state tournament @ Boise.
1:00. Track 4A State @ Don Larsen Park.
5/20: Choir awards concert.
5/23: 1:30. Awards ceremony for Juniors and Seniors.
5/31: 3 hour early release.
Graduation.
Independence Alternative High
5/13: Start Block 12.
5/30: Graduation.
Blackfoot Sixth Grade
5/23: 1:00. Choir concert.
5/29: 12:30-2:30. AR swim party.
5/30: Award assembly/locker clean-out AM/carnival PM.
5/31: 3 hour early release.
Mountain View Middle
5/13: NJHS activity.
5/15: 8th grade registration in Geography classes.
Library books due.
5/16: 7 PM. Band concert at BPAC.
5/17: 1:30 PM. ISAT reward assembly in afternoon.
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5/21: Math final test.
5/22-24: 7 PM. Mt. View Players at Nuart Theater.
5/22: 7 AM. Awards program in gym.
History/Geography final test.
5/23: Language Arts final test.
5/24: Science final test.
5/29: Locker cleanout - use morning assembly schedule.
5/30: End of the Year activity day.
5/31: 3 hour early release.
Donald D. Stalker Elementary
5/15: 5th grade DARE day.
5/17: 3rd grade field trip.
ISAT & IRI celebration.
5/28: School carnival.
5/29: 1st grade field trip.
5/30: Hall of Fame Assembly.
Groveland Elementary
5/14: 2nd grade field trip: Reed's Dairy/Tautphaus Park.
5/15: 5th grade DARE day.
5/17: Library AR store.
5/20: 5th grade Idaho history program.
5/21: 3rd grade field trip: Rexburg Planetarium.
5/24: 5th grade field trip: ISU/Deleta.
1st grade field trip: Museum of Clean.
4th grade field trip: Massacre Rocks.
5/30: Field day/Ohana activity.
5/31: 8:15 AM. Awards Assembly.
11:35 AM. Early release.
I.T. Stoddard Elementary
5/15: 5th grade DARE day.
5:16: 2:00. Rock the Halls.
5/17: 2nd grade field trip: Bear World.
5/21: 3rd grade firld trip: Tautphaus Park.
5/22: 5th grade field trip: Rexburg Planetarium.
5/23: 3rd grade bowling.
5/24: Movie and Swim Day.
5/29: Accelerated reader carnival.
5/30: Yearbook signing.
Track and field day.
5/31: 8:30 AM. Awards Assembly, grades 1-2.
10:20. Awards Assembly, grades 3-5.
12:00. Early release.
Ridge Crest Elementary
5/13: 4th grade 4-H judging.
5/15: 8:30-2:45. 5th grade DARE Day.
6-7 PM. Parent Night reading celebration.
5/16: Sun Safety guest speaker: Jared Harris, 2nd grade, 3rd Powell, 5th Kepler.
5/17: 3rd grade field trip.
8:30-11. 1st grade walking field trip.
5/29: 12:30-3. AR carnival grades 3-5.
5/31: 8:45 AM. Awards Assembly grades 1-2.
10 AM. Awards Assembly grades 3-5.
12. Early release.
Ridge Crest Elementary
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3-4:15 pm: Jump Rope Club.
Wapello Elementary
5/15: 5th grade DARE day.
5/16: 4th grade fishing day.
5/17: 3rd grade walking field trip.
4th grade fishing field trip.
5/21-24: BOGO Book fair.
5/21: Field trip: Museum of Idaho/Zoo.
5/22: Track meet.
5/23: 12:30. 5th grade state fair.
5/24: Freaky Friday: Beach Day.
5/28: 5th grade graduation.
5/29: End of year field trip.
5/30: Field day.
5/31: 8:30. Science fair/Elks reading/Track meet assembly.
11:40. Early release.
Irving Kindergarten Center
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5/21: No school for PM students.
8:20-12:40. AM students zoo field trip.
5/22: No school for AM students.
10:20-2:50. PM students zoo field trip.
5/30: Last day for kindergarten.
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June 2013
This issue of the newsletter has grown to a gigantic
size, as is fitting for the end of the school year. As
the summer begins, the district's programs
continue to evolve, and I hope to continue to
improve the mechanisms by which we shine a light
on the good things that our people are doing.
Enjoy your summer!
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BSGS Math: Games
BSGS: Shoes
Donald D. Stalker Student Council
IAHS Student Health Council
MVMS Follett Challenge

Charles Stanford, public relations specialist
785-8800
stanchar@d55.k12.id.us
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Honored employees gather at MVMS on June 3. Back, L-R: Penny Pattee, DeeLane Worley, Carol
Scarborough, Anthony Peterson, Pete Golinveaux, Cleon Chapman, Elizabeth Riley, Peggy Welsh, Lisa
Parmenter.
Front, L-R: Camille Georgeson, Rebecca Hocking, Joy Mickelsen, Jill Bonnell, Lesa Hong.

District Employees of the Year for 2012-2013
This year each school in the district named a Teacher of the Year and Inviting
Employee of the Year. In some cases several names were tied for the honor. Below is a
list of the honorees along with biographical information where given.
Blackfoot High School:
Cleon Chapman, a Blackfoot native, has been teaching Welding at BHS for 25
years after five years in St. George and eight years in the aerospace industry,
which helped forge his expertise in metals. This year he was happy to see students
of his win the SkillsUSA state championship. He has served as president of the
Career Technical Educators of Idaho and its Industrial Trade and Technical
Association division. He has also held the SkillsUSA Teacher of the Year title
twice.
Pete Golinveaux, from Pleasant Hill, CA, has lived in Blackfoot for a total of 30
years and has been teaching Cabinet Making at BHS for 13. While maintaining
discipline in his classroom can be a challenge, this year he was also thrilled to take
some of his students to win the state title for cabinet making at the SkillsUSA
competition. He says that teaching is his dream job: "back in my younger years I
worked in construction . . . the winter months were slow and I would get laid off
for a brief period of time." Now, "I can fish and golf in the summer."
Elizabeth Riley, from Queens, New York, has lived in Blackfoot for 25 years,
teaching Health and CNA classes at BHS for 10. She and her husband Chris have
raised three daughters here, all of whom are BHS alumni. "I have had the pleasure
of teaching and knowing probably THE BEST group of senior students from BHS.
The vast majority of them have gone on to various careers in the health
professions. I loved sharing all my nursing experiences with them while watching
them grow into mature, compassionate young adults who are ready to take on the
very complex world of health care. I will miss the camaraderie I have been able to
establish with each new class." In her spare time she loves to read, go on walks
with her husband and their dog, and socialize with family and friends over coffee.
Vickie Beck, Blackfoot native, has been a secretary for 25 years. "Every day is
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good," she says. She enjoys reading and spending time with her children and
grandchildren.
Susan Pearson is a media paraeducator at BHS.

Blackfoot Sixth Grade School:
Anthony Peterson teaches Math at BSGS.
Michael Pope has been a Title 1 paraeducator at BSGS.

Donald D. Stalker Elementary school:
Carol Scarborough, from the Tyhee-Fort Hall area, lives near Idaho Falls and
teaches third grade. She has taught grades 3-5 at Donald D. Stalker for 25 years
now. This year she worked with "a group of students that had not yet had the
reading light turned on. It was exciting and fun to watch them as they discovered
that they could read and enjoyed reading . . . I had tremendous support from my
paraeducators and I believe that together we made the difference." In her spare
time she enjoys crocheting and knitting, and the company of her 15 grandchildren.
DeeLane Worley is the kitchen manager at Donald D. Stalker.

Fort Hall Elementary School:
Rebecca Hocking was born in California but moved to Pocatello in the fifth grade.
She attended BHS, graduating in 1998, and served four years in the Army before
beginning her teaching career in Colorado. She has been teaching second grade at
Fort Hall for two years. "There are so many good moments when you are
privileged enough to work with kids. It is so difficult to pick just one. This year I
would have to say the success of the Read Across America day at our school was
amazing. It was awesome to see all the hard work and planning pay off in the form
of smiles and excitement of the whole school and the community members who
came out." In her spare time she loves to read, camp, hike and ride ATVs with her
daughters.
Camille Georgeson, a Pingree native, has been a classroom paraeducator at Fort
Hall for 10 years. She has been very happy to see all the positive changes that
have been happening at the school this year and loves to read.

Groveland Elementary School:
Jaymee Orton teaches fourth grade at Groveland.
Kim Fundum moved here from Flagstaff, Arizona about four years ago and has
worked as librarian (media paraeducator) at both Groveland and Irving
Kindergarten Center for the past three years. She uses her unusual surname as an
ice-breaker with the students: "I am FUN but not dumb." She loves watching
kindergartners progress in reading skills through the year. At Groveland she has
enjoyed starting the Junior Librarian program that I have modeled after the
programs led by Tammi Hickman and Cherie Simpson within the district. She
says: "I feel fortunate to work with all the librarians in the district who have
patiently mentored me along the way these last couple of years."

I.T. Stoddard Elementary School:
Peggy Welsh, from Gooding, has lived in Pocatello for eight years (she received
her Bachelor's Degree in Education from ISU) and has been lucky enough to teach
1st graders at Stoddard Elementary for a year so far. "My wonderful staff and I
were able to provide a family at the school, and in my class, a Christmas, which
otherwise would not have been possible. The children were so excited to meet
Santa Claus and open the numerous gifts he brought them. It will always be such a
great memory from this school year!" She and her husband have a two-year-old
daughter, and balancing her time between family and students is a challenge, since
she loves them all. "I believe first-grade is the absolute best grade! We have so
much fun learning in a creative, loving environment." In her spare time she loves
gardening and horses (having grown up competing in rodeos).
Rachael Jensen, from Geneva near Bear Lake, has absolutely loved her Title 1
paraeducator job which she has held at I.T. Stoddard for three years.

Independence Alternative High School
Lesa Hong, from Shelley, has been at IAHS for nine years, where she teaches
Business, Math, and Work-Based Learning. She has also taught elementary school
and college. In her classroom, students enjoy using clickers (hand held remotes
like a Jeopardy game). "We enjoy the interactive activity and lighthearted
competition in the classroom." She cares deeply about her students and never
wants to see them give up on themselves after having so much encouragement
from their peers, teachers and the administrators at the school. In her spare time
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she enjoys swimming, reading, Spanish, and gathering life history stories.
Lisa Parmenter is the secretary at IAHS.

Mountain View Middle School:
Penny Pattee, from Shelley, has been a counselor at MVMS for five years. "Any
time I can help students feel better about themselves or about a situation is a good
moment for me." This last year she faced an exceptional challenge in changing
teacher schedules. "It was tough, but . . . I made it work." Her other interest
outside of her job is family. "My brothers and sisters and their families occupy
most of my free time and I love it. From dance competitions, band concerts, family
vacations, to Easter Egg contests, my family knows how to have fun and knows
how to stay busy."
Sheryl Paul, a Blackfoot native, has been a custodian at
MVMS for 14 years. Every day is a new beginning for her
and, she says, "you never know what will happen." The
staff at the school have shown great appreciation for her
good work: "I had to have surgery and I was off for 8
weeks. I received get well cards and when I came back
everyone was happy to see me. They told me they really
missed me and were glad I was back. They also said no one
made the building look as good as I did, Now that I'm back
everything would be back to normal. They really appreciated me and all the work I
do."

Ridge Crest Elementary School:
Jill Bonnel, an Oregon native, moved to Blackfoot 24 years ago. She taught at
Donald D. Stalker and Fort Hall before coming to Ridge Crest six years ago,
where she teaches second grade. She loves watching her students mature during
the year and teaches with a strong sense of humor. In March, the second grade
team at Ridge Crest taught a unit on the Iditarod to coincide with their Imagine It!
curriculum. "Watching the students learn about the race, the mushers, the sleds, the
dogs as well as graphing, googling, researching and writing was amazing. The kids
led their learning and expanded beyond our expectations." Jill sings with the Idaho
Falls A Cappella Chorus Chapter of Sweet Adelines International, women's
barbershop. She and her husband ride a tandem bicycle and tour with it when
possible, care for a small flock of chickens and foster stray animals who then find
themselves spayed or neutered, and enjoy living in a house built in 1895.
Annette Thomas, from Spanish Fork, Utah, has lived in Blackfoot and Groveland
for 40 years. She has been with the district for 23 years, most recently working as
a Title 1 paraeducator at Ridge Crest. "My greatest moments are when a child
begins to understand and a smile is on their face." She loves children - at work, at
church, and in her family - and will miss working with them in school, having lost
her full-time position this year due to restructuring of the Title 1 program. She also
likes to garden, do handwork, and crafts.

Wapello Elementary School:
Joy Mickelsen, from Shelley, taught in Firth for 10 years before coming to
Blackfoot 15 years ago, where she has taught first grade at Wapello. She enjoys
gardening and has taught gymnastics for 30 years.
Dixie Sjostrom has been a Title 1/Duty paraeducator at Wapello.
Oscar Espinosa is a custodian at Wapello.

L-R: Mike Shigihara, Janine Shigihara, Rosalie Neitzel, Connie Jamison, Pat Farmer, Karen Thurston.
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The District Thanks its Retirees
This year's retirees are:
Certified Staff
Pat Farmer, DO
Barbara Golder, BHS
Maureen Gordon, MVMS
Victor Jackman, DO
Janet Moysh, FH/STA
Rosalie Neitzel, STO
Janine Shigihara, BHS
Mike Shigihara, MVMS
Karen Thurston, STA/IRV
Evelyn Young, BHS
Classified Staff
Kathy Arnn, RC
Candace Beck, BHS
James Burkman, GRO
Connie Jamison, MVMS
Roger Spillman, DW
Thank you all for the hard work you have put in for the children of Blackfoot. You will
be missed.

BHS Extended Resource Room Picnic
On May 17, the five students in the room gathered with Student Support staff
from the school and the district office. The place was Jensen Grove and the weather was
cool and cloudy. As part of their work throughout the year, the students had practiced
life skills such as shopping, and they put their learning to use by buying the food for the
picnic lunch from Kesler's Market near the park.
After enjoying some tasty sandwiches, we listened to the students present posters
about their activities during the year, assisted by their classroom peers. You can see
pictures here. The students are:
Brayden Achter
Yvette Cardenas
David Figueroa - who was elected Mr. BHS this year
Lovisa Morgan
Ashton Wixom
After the presentations, the students had a good time playing in Jensen Grove's
well-equipped playground.

BHS nets grand championship in International Economic Summit
Valerie Williams' students recently gained her the
eighth grand champion prize in four years. Since fall of 2007
she has led her Dual-Enrollment Economics classes in the
International Economic Summit. This competition, organized
by the Idaho Council on Economic Education, is held twice a
year at ISU. Sponsors include Monsanto, US Bank and
Wells-Fargo.
High school and university students form teams that
represent current sovereign states, with three to five students
in a group, acting as if they were economic advisors to that
country. They prepare for the event through a ten-week
course of study. This comprises four preparatory activities
Some of the awards won
which they submit to the contest judges, accruing points that
by Williams' students.
count towards the final score.
First, they write a fact sheet about the country they represent. They take a
certifying test to ensure they know the rules and procedures of the summit. They prepare
a trade plan and a proposal for a specific program, in answer to the question: what can
our country do to make the world a better place? BHS students have written some
inspiring proposals, including desalination, production of algae-based biofuels and
disease-prevention programs.
This spring, the Nigeria students from BHS netted the grand champion prize in a
competition with five high schools, 35 countries (student teams) and 150 students. Their
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proposed program was one of sex education for impoverished populations of third world
countries, calculated to reduce the numbers of sexually-transmitted diseases along with
illegitimate and orphaned children.
On the day of the summit, student representatives take part in activities for which
they accrue more points: geography quizzes, collecting signatures in order to join policy
debates, forming alliances, trading and banking in three different currencies, table
displays and even costumes. The status of grand champion won by this year's Nigeria
team reflects on the points gained by the students in all of these activities.
Each year the students in the class write a report on their experiences at the
summit. This time around about a third of the students wrote that the experience changed
their minds about economics. They honestly didn't look forward to the summit, but to
their surprise found it very engaging and enjoyable.

The winning team, representing Nigeria.

BHS State Solo Musicians
The musicians in the BHS bands are a diverse bunch. Sure, they all enjoy playing
their instruments and wish for world peace, but below that calm exterior lurk some
surprising facts. Let's have a little look at the students who qualified for the state solo
competition.
You can see the students' individual portraits here.
Paul Cannon, class of 2013, placed third in French horn. He has been playing the
horn for about eight years and would like to get accepted into a program playing the
instrument in college. He also played baseball and was involved in tennis, cross-country
and track, but didn't like Government class.
Jose Cruz, class of 2013, placed third in trumpet, which he has played for about
six years. He draws inspiration from Koji Kondo (composer of some famous Nintendo
game themes) and trumpeter Logan Anderson. He composes and arranges in hopes of
some day becoming a band director, and wishes for his own professional music studio.
Jacob Harris, class of 2014, placed fifth in keyboard percussion, but since he
didn't hand in a questionnaire he remains a man of mystery to us.
Jazzmin Lindsay, class of 2015, placed first in baritone saxophone. She delighted
her parents by taking up an instrument that is so iconic of jazz. She has played the
saxophone for two and a half years and also "kind of" plays the clarinet, deriving
inspiration in all of this from Diana Krall. She would like to get a music scholarship for
college, but doesn't intend to take one more Geometry class than she absolutely has to
because . . . wait for it . . . . . . .
"it's a pointless subject."
Dylan Neff, class of 2015, placed first in bassoon. He has been playing it for four
years and also plays piano, organ, flute, saxophone, clarinet and some percussion. He
plays in the Idaho State Civic Symphony Youth Orchestra and the Snake River
Community Orchestra. He likes Biology and wishes for a professional-quality bassoon.
Samuel Nielson, class of 2016, placed fourth in bassoon, which he has been
playing for two years. He also plays trombone and piano. He likes Edvard Grieg and
Science, but not English.
Trey Olney, class of 2014, placed seventh in trombone. He has been playing it for
five years and also plays bass guitar. He also plays rugby, and enjoys listening to the
Alexandrov Ensemble (AKA Russian Red Army Choir). He does not like Math classes.
Aaron Swenson, class of 2013, placed first in tenor saxophone. He also remains
a mysterious figure.
Gabe Wistisen, class of 2015, qualified for state solo but couldn't go; he placed
4th at district. He started playing the French horn in sixth grade. Although he didn't
know what it was, he remembered that his grandmother had wanted to play horn in
school (they made her play oboe instead). So when they offered him other choices in
sixth grade he insisted on French horn, and he loves it. His biggest inspiration is his
private instructor Michael Hellman at ISU. He would like to go into musical theater and
work in movie and game soundtracks.
Elisabeth Yancey, class of 2014, placed sixth in flute, which she has been playing
for five years. She also plays piano and hopes to get a music scholarship for college. In
addition to playing in BHS ensembles she also plays in the Idaho State Civic Symphony
Youth Orchestra. She is also involved in the Art Club, NHS and the tennis team. She
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loves Math, hates English class, and wishes for an endless supply of Laffy Taffy.

BSGS Teacher Gets Pies in the Face
When the ISATs loomed on the horizon this year,
Blackfoot Sixth Grade Teacher Amy Armstrong faced the
fearsome challenge by offering her students an inspiring reward:
any of them who scored as proficient in Math would get to throw a
pie in her face!
The fearsome aspect of the ISATs is magnified for
Armstrong's students, many of whom are still struggling with basic arithmetic. She has
worked hard with them throughout the year, using creative incentives to help them
solidify their memory of multiplication tables and other fundamental facts. And when the
ISATs came to Blackfoot, 22 of her students scored proficient and earned the pie
privilege.
On the morning of May 23, Ms. Armstrong and her students walked onto the
green grass in the sunshine, where she donned goggles, shower cap and garbage bag to
receive the creamy honors: nine in her first hour class and 13 in second. Her mother and
younger sister set up and helped clean up. Students scooped up dollops of Cool-Whip
from their teacher's shoulders and dabbed their noses. (See more pictures here.)
This has been Amy Armstrong's first year teaching. She teaches Math and Social
Studies. It is a job she felt called into by her own hard times in school as a child, which
has motivated her concern for the children entrusted to her care. She works to ensure that
her classroom is a place where they are safe from any kind of harassment or
intimidation. Students come to school from a variety of home environments, and their
lives outside of school shape their learning experiences. Ms. Armstrong welcomes
students who come to share feelings or concerns with her, and this helps to gain their
trust.

Students play-test each others' games while Indian Ed paraeducator Elaine Watson
looks on.

Math Games at BSGS
Every Spring, Bonnie Barker leads her sixth grade Math classes in an activity
wherein they design board games. The design parameters for these games are open but
they must incorporate the principles the students have learned in class, such as fractions
and geometry. Small groups (usually of four) appoint responsibilities among themselves,
gather supplies, write rules, and decorate a board. After that the classes engage in a few
days of play-testing, where the groups rotate through the room playing each others'
games and making adjustments when rules are unclear (or answer keys incorrect).
Finally, they invite a neighboring class in to play the games. This year it was Anthony
Peterson's class that came to keep their newly-learned skills sharp while having fun.
You can see pictures of the games here.

Sixth Grade Enjoys a Wacky Shoe Day
May 24 was Wacky Shoe Day at BSGS. All
Science students and their teachers were required to
make a pair of shoes and wear them for the entire
day today. Here are pictures of some of the contest
winners. The students were all very excited and
creative in their designs. We all had a great time!
--Submitted by Dori Stevenson

Donald D. Stalker: Student Council Reinstated
(A version of this article also appeared in the Morning News.)
The Student Council at Donald D. Stalker Elementary has accomplished many
things this year, especially considering that they were elected in February. This is the
first student council that Stalker has had in many years. The students had to give
speeches in front of the entire student body as part of their campaign process. Mrs.
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Cochrane, Student Council Supervisor, says
that the public speaking skills they used were
phenomenal!
One of their responsibilities was to
give the morning announcements each day.
They also had the job of raising and lowering
the flag each day. Their teachers, Mr. Barker
and Ms. Jones, were very understanding with
allowing them classroom time to meet and
work on their projects.
They organized a green-ticket hunt for
the student body. Students at Stalker earn
green tickets throughout the year by being
good, doing good things, getting homework
in, having a good work ethic, and having
good citizenship. The green-ticket hunt was
held March 21st and was lots of fun.
They also planned a picnic day for the
end of the school year.
Nick Chappell and Reagan Dougal,
Afton Allen, Student Body Vice
Co-Presidents Afton Allen and Drake
President, contacted Kesler's and asked them
Collier, Co-Vice Presidents Hallie
if they'd like to donate a tree to "help us show
Mickelsen and Alyssa Ramirez
that we care about the earth and help our
Co-Secretaries
playground to be more beautiful." The
Stalker Student Council is delighted to announce that Kesler's Market has donated a tree
to our school. It's a Purple Robe Locust that will grow to have a canopy of 30 feet in
diameter. The Student Council planted that tree on Monday, May 20.
"We hope to have the tree here for many generations to come," says Student
Council Co-President Reagan Dougal.
---Submitted by Debbie Cochrane

IAHS Students Promote Health
On May 15, students from IAHS took part in the
"Tell It To Me Straight" Dinner at Cafe Tuscano in
Pocatello. This event was designed to encourage open
and ongoing dialogue between teenagers and parents
about the challenges teenagers face as they grow
towards adulthood. It was sponsored by Southeastern
Idaho Public Health and the Idaho Adolescent
Pregnancy Prevention Program.
The Student Health Council at IAHS has been
an enthusiastic partner with Southeastern Idaho Public Traci Lambson, Michelle, Tony
Davis, Brooklyn Espinoza and
Health. Tony Davis and Nayeli Morales have led the
Austin Jensen in Pocatello.
council for the past year and worked closely with Traci
Lambson of the public health district. Their proposal to
make Blackfoot parks smoke-free gained them a mention in the Morning News on May
9.
Both students say their work with the health council is an important part of their
involvement with what they consider their second home. They have found a place of
safety and acceptance at IAHS, with a close-knit group of peers.
Nayeli, who graduated last month, says that the program of study at
Independence is very rigorous but worth it: "you learn a week's worth of stuff in one
day." When she started there (after having dropped out), she had such a negative attitude
that her counselor told her "you're done." But over time she turned herself around and
has graduated a year ahead of schedule. She believes strongly that the school you attend
is not as important as how hard you work and how serious you are.
Tony (class of 2014) was afraid to attend Independence at first: "I refused . . . I
didn't think I would, but I found my place the first day."
Both students emphasized the importance of the school staff in helping them
achieve so much. Nayeli: "What I like about my teachers is that they're part of me. If
something's going on they know right away . . . they don't make you feel stupid." Tony:
"The staff will help with anything - they're here for you."
The Student Health Council officers are enthusiastic ambassadors for their
school, and hope that more students will get involved to carry on its good work.

MVMS Follett Challenge
(A version of this article also appeared on the front page of the Morning News print
edition on May 28.)
The enduring romantic appeal of 18th-century piracy continues to show itself a
superb educational instrument. This is especially appropriate for a project undertaken
this year by English language learners at Mountain View Middle School. Drawing on the
classic novel Treasure Island, these students embarked on an adventure in individual
imagination and creativity, sharpening their writing ability and forging bonds with a
diverse array of fellow students.
It began when Librarian Teresa Martinsen approached ESL Teacher Kendra Cox
with an idea: Follett Corporation, a purveyor of software for school libraries, created the
annual "Follett Challenge" in 2010: "as a platform to give librarians an opportunity to
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share their innovative programs in their
libraries" (as stated in the presentation of
last year's winners). Teresa suggested that
Kendra's students head up such a program
at MVMS.
They started about halfway through
the second trimester. In keeping with
Follett's guidelines, the project
encompassed the entire school. To begin,
the ESL students did research into the
history of piracy and began preparing
individual Pirate Logs. The log is an
exercise in individual role-playing and
writing: the students wrote as if they had
Enjoying the Treasure Island Meal
been pressed into service on a pirate ship's
crew. Entries included descriptions of their captains, their jobs on their ship, sea battles .
. . and of course, treasure maps.
After writing about their final escapes from their murderous erstwhile shipmates,
they read Treasure Island, continuing to write about the story in group poster
presentations. Then they teamed up with Vicki Chase's Gifted and Talented students to
do research on islands around the world. The GT students taught them to use Google
maps and other research tools to locate their assigned islands on the globe. After
researching their islands, the students in turn made their own assignments: classrooms
throughout the school decorated their doors to depict features and facts of a specific
island. Once decorated, the ESL students judged the doors, giving out prizes in several
different categories. The grand prize went to Angelen Parrish's SAFE class for their
display about Guam. They won a treasure chest built by Stan Reinwald's wood-working
students.
Doug Turner's students joined in on the action too, making small sailboats that
they raced in a regatta also judged by Kendra's crew.
On May 16, Angelen Parrish's foods 2 students cooked and served a Treasure
Island Meal during lunch time. Crammed in a hallway "galley" around a long set of
tables, the students enjoyed "parrot wings," twice-baked potato boats, carrot doubloons,
mini key lime pies and apple cider grog. They even sampled hardtack biscuit, such as
was taken on long sea voyages in days of yore and will break your teeth if you're not
careful.
On May 28, Kendra's students closed out the year by sampling some
old-fashioned drinking chocolate, such as was enjoyed both by European nobility in the
Baroque age, and by pirates like the English captain William Dampier, who wrote about
the cacao tree and chocolate production in A New Voyage Round the World, published in
1697.
Whether MVMS gets the prize from Follett or not, the students have worked
together on a project that has expanded their world view and built new relationships
across ethnic, linguistic and class boundaries. This is not unlike the experience you
might get joining a pirate crew in the 18th-century Caribbean - without the violence, of
course.

Summit School Begins Ascent
The new Summit Middle School has been
gaining a lot of interest in the community. An
informational meeting on May 28 drew a large
crowd of parents and students wishing to learn more
about the school.
Brandee Hewatt, who will serve as the
principal, says that Summit will be a non-traditional
school focusing on project-based learning. Based on
the upper floor of the district office, it will build on
the successes of this past spring, bringing in students
from grades 6-8. With enrollment capped at 90
students, it will provide an environment where students can form close relationships in a
smaller setting.
Project-based learning is an instructional approach built upon authentic learning
activities that engage student interest and motivation. These activities are designed to
answer a question or solve a problem and generally reflect types of learning and work
people do in the everyday world. In Summit's beginning stages, its students have taken
part in preparatory projects such as organizing a library, designing and painting a sign,
and volunteering at the Bingham County Historical Society. Students who attended this
spring have enjoyed strong friendships and enjoyed their time together, and we in the
office have delighted in their company. The seventh graders look forward to returning,
and some of the eighth graders have said they wish they could come back too.
Summit is designed for students with average to above average ability who have
not been successful in a traditional school environment. Applications are available at the
district office and should be turned in by June 28 to be considered for the 2013-2014
school year. Call Brandee Hewatt at 785-8844 or the district office at 785-8800 for more
information.
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Student Art Spotlight:
Groveland Elementary
Groveland students have produced a wide variety
of art and science projects over the past year, from tribal
posters to dodecahedrons to crystals. Click here to see
more images of their work.
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