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The short answer is, "Elected officials who govern the school district." It may not
be commonly known that school board members are not paid. When one
considers the required 15‐20 hours each month of unpaid service, it must also be
asked, "Why do they run?" The answer could be one of many: I have children,
or grandchildren, in the school district and I feel a sense of commitment to
provide the best possible education, using a finite number of resources; or, I
have something to contribute in the way of talents or abilities to better the
school district; or, I represent a group of people in my voting zone who have a
desire to change, or implement a program or issue. Regardless of the reason our
five board members ran, we expect them to represent each of us as they create
policy.
Protocol: The public is invited to attend school board meetings that are
commonly held the fourth Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. The November
meeting will be the 18th so as to not fall on Thanksgiving. Because these are
business meetings, not an open forum, those who wish to address the board
should contact Superintendent Crane prior to the board meeting. He will explain
the proper procedure for addressing the board. Other than that time, patrons
and visitors may not address the board.
At the October 28th board meeting there was noticeable tension between the
board members who vehemently represent their zones. It is perfectly
understandable that when strong willed people feel passionately about a topic,
that there will be conflict. It is hoped and expected that civility and decorum will
preside and win or lose, each board member will accept the final vote.

The District Uniform/Dress
Code Committee worked
diligently to decide the proper
Being a school board member can be a tough and thankless job, but be assured
direction the district should
that you, as a patron, are being represented. It is proper to contact your school
go when it comes to dress
code and uniforms at our
board member individually especially if you have a concern you'd like the entire
public schools. The
board to address. It's also appreciated when you see your board member to say,
committee, headed by Jake
Jacobson, shared they would "Thank you."
like input from parents,
students and the community
before coming to their final
decision. To make this
possible, a survey was
available online at the district
website. A final decision
was made and the Blackfoot Schools Welcome New Administrators
School Board Policy was
amended May 20, 2010.
Five Schools in the Blackfoot School District welcomed new administrators this fall.
To review the Updated Dress
Code Policy 511.50, please

Blackfoot High School - Wes Jensen, Dean of Students

visit the District Website at
www.d55.k12.id.us
Click on 'District News' then
click on the 'Updated Dress
Code Policy 511.50' link
Picture Caption: 6th Grade
students at BSGS show off
their style.

Blackfoot High
School Hosts
Argentina Principal

Mountain View MIddle School - Brian Kress, Principal
Fort Hall Elementary - Brenda Honena, Principal
Groveland Elementary - Christine Silzly, Principal
Irving Kindergarten Center - J Thayne, Principal

mimios in Education
Shawnee Stosich, Public/Media Relations

Blackfoot High School
Students had the opportunity
of welcoming Argentina
Principal Luisa Diaz through
an exchange program known
as the Fulbright Principal
Exchange Program.
"I came here in order to learn
more about schools; not only
schools, but their culture
too. We understand how
schools function through the
culture as well." shares Diaz,
" I am looking for activities
happening in the schools, not
only teaching but how
classes are organized,
everything
I can gain."
In June of 2010 Principal
Blaine McInelly had the
opportunity to visit Diaz's
school in Cordoba. "She has
a lot to share with us too"
shares McInelly. "We have
really enjoyed having
her. She is very pleasant
and compassionate."
Diaz shared these last words
about her
experience here:
"I am very glad to be
here. Thanks to all the staff
here and the students. They
are very kind and have
shown me many things. I
would also like to thank Mr.
McInelly and his wife for
hosting me and being so
kind. I feel as if they are my
own family."
Picture Caption: Luisa Diaz
poses for a picture with
Blaine McInelly at BHS.

District Drama
held at BHS

"The students think it's magic!" claims Elisa
Miskin, Groveland's 3rd grade teacher and
technology director. "They love it!"
Ms. Miskin is referring to the use of a mimio in
her reading and mathematics lessons. The
mimio is a technological device that allows
teachers to turn their whiteboards into interactive
computer screens. Everything that is on their
computer is now accessible on their whiteboard. With the use of a mimio pen or the mimio
pad, information can be recorded from the board and stored to be utilized later. The screen
that appears on the whiteboard is the same page or worksheet that appears in the students'
workbooks and text books. Many text book companies provide interactive websites for
teachers to use in their classrooms, the mimio helps that interaction to be realized and adds
to the overall educational experience.
"This is such an interactive world, students almost need something like this to stay involved
in the lesson" shares Miskin. The students view in their textbooks what is displayed on the
whiteboard, they have visual cues as to where they should be and can easily follow along.
Groveland is the first elementary school to use the mimio in the classroom. When last
year's principal, Troy J Thayne, learned of the opportunity, he jumped at the chance and
obtained one of three available to the district at the time. He felt it should be utilized in the
classroom and it has been in Miskin's class since last spring. Each teacher at Groveland
was provided a projector this year thanks to the efforts of this year's principal Christine
Silzly. With these projectors and the mimio capability the possibilities are endless for what
can be done in the classroom. "Students love technology," says Thayne, "the mimio allow us
to access the adaptations we've made to the fullest. All around, technology is a better
method of delivery."
Every school in the district has an opportunity to obtain a mimio for their school use through a
grant from the district. The school is asked to demonstrate how it is used in the classroom
for teaching and in leadership capacities. The district is hoping to add more mimios for future
use.
To learn more you can visit www.mimio.com
Picture Caption: Groveland Elementary 3rd Grade Teacher, Elisa Miskin, reads along with
her class using the interactive whiteboard that mimio provides.

Safety Procedures - Reminder to Parents
Infrequently, we are forced by emergency situations to close a particular school or to close all
of the schools in the district. Sometimes a closure will occur before the school children are to
report to school for the day. On other occasions, the closure will occur after school has
started. Closures may occur due to a civil defense alert, a natural disaster, severe weather,
a problem related to the school physical facility or many other reasons. Should there be a
need for a school (or all schools) to close, we will follow these procedures so parents will be
notified as soon as possible. (Obviously, a personal contact cannot be made with each
child's parents.)
1. The public will be notified by radio and/or television. If the emergency involves civil
defense problems, police mobile broadcast, and civil defense procedures will be used.
2. Students who ordinarily walk to school will be dismissed and will be expected to proceed
directly home. However, parents may give their children specific instructions to go to another

th

Saturday, November 13 ,
Blackfoot High School hosted
the district drama festival to
select students who would
represent their schools at the
State Drama
Competition. BHS will be
sending three: Haley
Krehbiel in Audition, Angelica
Winkler in Solo Serious, and
Cheyenne Oleson in Solo
Humorous. Alternates
include: Caity Owens in
Original Serious, Cheyenne
Hill in Technical make-up
(with model Tony Davis),
Brianna Thornsbury in Solo
Serious, and
Ashlee Blackburn and Quin
Pinkerton in Ensemble
Humorous. The state
competition is
th
th
December 4 and 5 .

Students Toot Their
Own Horns
Congratulations to Daniel
Burt, Robert Cannon and
Paul Cannon who have been
selected to represent
Blackfoot High School at the
All-Northwest Honor Band in
Bellevue, Washington, the
first week in
February. Daniel plays
trombone and will be one of
the four from five
states. Robert plays the
flute. He performed a solo at
the Veterans' Day Assembly
last week. Paul plays the
French horn. This type of
recognition is a well deserved
feather in the cap of our band
program.

Quick Links
U.S. Department of
Education

location, as family situations may dictate.
3. Bus students will be transported to their regular route drop-off point. As is usual at the
close of a regular school day, it will be the responsibility of the parents to get their children
from these bus stops. If parents are not available, they should provide their children with
specific instructions about how to proceed from the bus stop.
4. For the safety of their children, parents need to review with them the procedures they are
to follow should school close early, including where to go if the parents are not
home. Children need specific instructions such as where to find the house key, what to do
when arriving home if no one else is there, and what to do at home should there be a real or
simulated emergency conducted by civil defense people. Parents may call the school if there
are questions or problems. The principal or the office staff will be available when practical.

School Activities on School Closure Days
When school is closed or students are released early due to weather-related conditions,
district activities are automatically cancelled for that particular day. This includes all home
and away activities. This also applies to all organizations scheduled to use the building on
that day, i.e., Jazz Basketball, public meetings, etc. The district is at risk if school is closed
early or cancelled and we continue to have practices, games, and other activities. We need
to insure the safety and well-being of the students and employees.
EXCEPTION: Further consideration will be given and a decision made at an appropriate
time for events sponsored by the Idaho High School Activities Association which have been
previously contracted for that particular day. The building principal and superintendent of
schools will make this decision.

Restructuring Brings New Programs to BHS
Last year BHS failed to reach AYP (Adequate Yearly Progress) by just a couple of
students. As a consequence, BHS had to change significantly enough to convince a
committee from the Idaho State Board of Education that we are a "New School." Principal
Blaine McInelly; Brian Kress, assistant principal; Vicki Johnson, counselor; Wes Jensen,
classroom teacher; and Becky Lloyd, from Special Ed; made the presentation. We were
applauded for the plan and presentation and have implemented the changes required.
In our effort to create a new school we're using the acronym CPR to mean, Credit-ProgressRecovery. "Credit - Are students earning the credits they need to be ready for
graduation? Progress - How are the students progressing in their classes? Are they getting
their homework completed? Recovery - Haven't passed the ISATs yet? Behind in credits?
Let's get caught up with Credit Recovery." Before lunch there is a 30 minute study time for
all students who haven't passed all of their ISATs , or are otherwise not online for graduation.
All freshman and sophomore students must attend CPR. The first and last weeks of every
trimester all student must attend. An incentive for attending CPR is that students who attend
CPR receive 1/3 of a credit each trimester. That's basically a free credit each year. Another
incentive to pass ISATs and be online for graduation is that they won't be required to attend
CPR and will have an extra 30 minutes for lunch.

Idaho Department of
Education
Blackfoot School
District #55 website

November/December Calendar and Upcoming Events
No School and Early Release Dates
November 24, 25, 26 - Thanksgiving Break
December 22 - 2 hr Early Release
December 23 - 31 - Christmas Break
Blackfoot High School
November 11 - Veterans' Day Assembly was Held - Was a Great Success with many Veterans in Attendance

November 20 - Varsity Football Team State Championship Game vs Bishop Kelly - 1:00 p.m. at BSU in Boise Go Broncos!
November 22 - Trimester Exams for Class Periods 1-3
November 23 - Trimester Exams for Class Periods 4-5
November 23 - End of 1st Trimester
Mountain View MIddle School
November 18 - Wrestling against Rigby at 4:30
Blackfoot Sixth Grade School
November 12 - "Reading Rewards Program" - An Afternoon of Fun and Games for Those who Reached their Goal
November 18 - PTA Meeting at 4:00 p.m. at Mountain View Middle School (BSGS and MVMS share PTA)
Irving Kindergarten Center
November 15 - "Bear Night" was held by Mrs. Crane, Ms. Law and Mrs. Earley
November 18 - Veterans' Day Assembly - Two Sessions 9:30 a.m. and 1:10 p.m. (one for each kindergarten session)
Donald D. Stalker Elementary
December 7 - 7:00 p.m. Christmas Program at the BPAC
Fort Hall Elementary
November 18 - Parent/Council Committee Night at 5:30 p.m. - Theme will be a Health Fair
I.T. Stoddard Elementary
November 11 - Veterans' Day Assembly was held - Students wrote Christmas Cards to Soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan
November 23 - Fund Raiser Items may be Picked Up at the School
December 3 - Hall of Fame Assembly at 8:20 a.m.
December 3 - Parent/Teacher Conferences - Call School for Times
December 4 - Parent/Teacher Conferences - Call School for Times
Ridge Crest Elementary
November 12 - Annual Veterans' Day Assembly was held
November 12 - Student of the Month Assembly was held - students are chosen and recognized for their outstanding
achievements
November 18 - Music Assembly 9:00 a.m. in the Gym
November 19 - 9:00 a.m. First Grade Thanksgiving Program
Wapello Elementary
November 11 - Annual Veterans' Day Assembly was held
November 17 - Parent Night from 6:00-7:00 p.m. - Topic will be "Fit for Fall"
November 22 - Wreaths Delivered - Thank You for Your Support

Catch the Trade Winds; Simplicity, Consistency, Quality, Victory
Blackfoot School District appreciates the opportunity to work with your children every day.
It is our pleasure to be a part of their future and for that, we thank you.

Contact Info
Public/Media Relations
Tom Harrington
harrt@d55.k12.id.us
Technical Support
Trish Moore
moort@d55.k12.id.us
208-782-9548
Email Marketing by
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Yulissa Beltran
Receives Lighthouse
Award

Superintendent CraneTeaches Administrators
Tom Harrington, Public/Media Relations

Brian Kress, principal of
Mountain View Middle
School, said, "Each year
MVMS students participate in
the American Legion's Essay
Contest. The contest
involves all 7th and 8th grade
students who write an essay
to be turned in to their
English teachers.
The essays are then judged
according to content and how
well it conforms to the
assigned topic. This year the
topic was, "Why I am proud
to be an American." MVMS
awarded prizes for the top
three essays at each grade
level. This year's 8th grade
winner was Yulissa Beltran.
She presented her essay
during the November 18,
School Board Meeting to
Board Members: J.D.

November 17, 2010, Dr. Crane listens to a question from one of Blackfoot's administrators
during a recent training session. The Superintendent invited all the district's administrators to
discuss Data Driven Decision Making (DDDM). Principals are the educational leaders of
their buildings and are responsible to guide the learning of all students in the school. As
teachers make adjustments to classroom instruction, each should examine assessment data
to best determine what, and more importantly, what was NOT learned. Making these
curriculum adjustments improves learning for all students.

Picture Caption: Superintendent Crane Teaches Administrators

Tolman, Mary Jo Marlow,
Peter Lipovac, and Bryce
Lloyd. Upon completion of
the reading of Yulissa's
essay, Dr. Crane presented
the Lighthouse Award to
Yulissa and explained to her
parents in Spanish that she is
a light to all of us. He
congratulated them on
raising such a fine daughter.

Azteca Dancers
Tom Harrington, Public/Media Relations

Azteca Dancers performed at Groveland
Elementary School on November 11,
2010. Josefina Muñoz, one of the
dancers, said the group of about 20,
Blackfoot based dancers do the
programs for the enjoyment of passing
along an important part of their
culture. The show can run anywhere
from 15-60 minutes, depending on the
Picture Caption:
school's schedule. The colorful
Yulissa Beltran congratulated
costumes are often hand-made by the dancers themselves, or may be specially ordered from
by Dr. Crane for receiving the
a company in Mexico.
Lighthouse Award.

Quick Links
Picture Caption: Azteca Dancers perform a beautiful show at Groveland Elementary for 80
to 100 people.

U.S. Department of
Education

Brrr, But Beautiful
Tom Harrington, Public/Media Relations

Idaho Department of
Education

Call it Kwanzaa, Christmas, Hanukkah,
Winter Fest, or nothing at all, December
brings in a magical time of year. Mr.
Merle Smith, the Native American Study
Skills teacher at Blackfoot High School,
says that each Indian tribe has customs
and traditions personal to that particular
tribe. The translation of his tribe's
tradition is, "The Greatest Gift of All." It
specifically honors birth. The birth of a
child means your heritage will continue. With the event of a new birth comes responsibility,
hope, and dreams. During this month, we all turn to friends and family. We seem to be
particularly generous as the spirit of giving overtakes us. May you be healthy and happy
during this beautiful time of year.

Blackfoot School
District #55 website

Picture Caption: Frost covered trees in front of Blackfoot High School.

Emergency School Closure Procedures
Always having the safety of our students in mind, the school board has used the following guidelines to help decide whether
district schools should be closed. A link on the Blackfoot School District's web site (www.d55.k12.id.us) home page has been
added to facilitate a quick updates under "School Emergency Information" or more information can be found by clicking on the
"District News" button on the web site home page which will connect you to a link for "Safety Procedures-Emergency
Closures." Radio and TV stations are also notified to get the word out to as many as possible.
Board Policy 661 - Emergency School Closure outlines the procedure that will be followed for school closure in the event of
hazardous weather or other emergencies which threaten the safety or health of the students or staff. In the event that students
cannot be safely transported to school because of road closures due to weather-related conditions, the superintendent will
make the decision, in consultation with the chairman of the board of trustees, between 5:45 a.m. to 6:15 a.m. School will also
o
o
be cancelled if the air temperature is -20 F or if the air temperature and windchill are -20 F.
Review the Severe Weather and Wind-Chill Chart sections of the Emergency Procedures Handbook. The Severe Weather
section also deals with closing school early because of situations that occur after students have arrived at school. In the case
o
of cold weather, the guidelines are that students should not be outside for recess if temperatures are 10 F or colder.

Wind-Chill Chart
Air Temperature (F)
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"New" Wind-Chill Formula: T(wc) = 35.74 + 0.6215T - 35.75(V0.16) + 0.4275T(V0.16)

December/January Calendar and Upcoming Events
No School and Early Release Dates
December 22 - Two hour Early Release
December 23 - 31 - Christmas Break
January 3 - School Resumes
Blackfoot High School
December 1 - Boys' BBall @ Idaho Falls 6:00 & 7:30
December 2 - Girls' BBall home with Hillcrest 6:00 & 7:30
December 3 - Girls' BBall home with Skyline 6:00 & 7:30
December 3 - Wrestling @ Skyline 5:00
December 4 - Boys' BBall @ Pocatello HS 6:00 & 7:30
December 6 - Blood Drive 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
December 7 - Boys' BBall @ Skyline 6:00 & 7:30
December 8 - Girls' BBall home with Madison 6:00 & 7:30
December 9 - Boys' BBall home with Madison 6:00 & 7:30
December 10 - Girls' BBall @ Bonneville 6:00 & 7:30
December 10 - Wrestling @ Juab, Utah 5:30 p.m.
December 11 - Wrestling @ Juab, Utah 5:30 p.m.
December 11 - Boys' BBall home with Snake River 6:00 & 7:30
December 13 - Food and Money Drive Assembly
December 14 - Girls' BBall home with Pocatello HS 6:00 & 7:30
December 15 - Band and Choir combined Christmas Concert 7 p.m. BPAC
December 15 - Boys' BBall @ Hillcrest 6:00 & 7:30
December 15 - Wrestling home with Shelley 5:30
December 16 - Girls' BBall home with Shelley 6:00 & 7:30
December 17 - Boys' BBall home with Rigby 6:00 & 7:30
December 17 - Wrestling @ High Country Conference 5:30
December 18 - Wrestling Duals 5:30
December 21 - Girls' BBall @ Rigby 6:00 & 7:30
December 21 - Wrestling @ Idaho Falls/Skyline 5:30
December 22 - Boys' BBall @ Snake River 6:00 & 7:30
December 22 - Holiday Assembly
December 22 - Two hour Early Release
Mountain View MIddle School
December 1 - National Junior Honor Society recognition 7:00 p.m. in library
December 3 - Angel Tour all day
December 7 - Sand Creek Jr. High School in Idaho Falls 4:30 p.m.
December 11 - Wrestling - Conference Meet
December 11 - Breakfast for Santa 8:00 - 11:00 a.m.
December 13 - Choir Concert combined with BSGS @ BPAC 7:00 p.m.
December 16 - Band Concert @ BPAC 7:00 p.m.
December 18 - Craft Fair 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
December 22 - Two Hour Early Release
Blackfoot Sixth Grade School
December 1 - Fund Raiser begins and runs all month for the needy, "Coins for Turkeys"
December 3 - Mid-term
December 3 - DaVinci Display tour in Idaho Falls (Free - Thanks PTA)
December 9 - Parent / Teacher Conferences 4:30 - 7:30 p.m.
December 17 - Choir Concert @ BSGS 2:00 p.m.
December 21 - Band Concert @ BSGS 2:00 p.m.
December 22 - Two hour Early Release

Irving Kindergarten Center
December 10 - Christmas Program - Mrs. Earley and Mrs. Hall 10:30 a.m. & 2:00 p.m.
December 14 - Christmas Program - Mrs. Bingham and Mrs. Stuart 10:30 a.m. & 2:00 p.m.
December 15 - Christmas Program - Mrs. Crane and Mrs. Law 10:00 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
December 17 - Christmas Program - Mrs. Nilsson and Mrs. St. John 10:30 a.m. & 2:00 p.m.
December 20 - Christmas Program - Polar Express 4:30 - 7:00 p.m. (activities for kindergartners and their families)
Fort Hall Elementary
December 17 - Christmas Program 5:30 p.m., Everyone is Invited
December 22 - Two hour Early Release
Groveland Elementary
December 13 - Dress Rehearsal for Christmas Program 8:15 a.m.
December 14 - Christmas Program at BPAC at 6:30 p.m.
Ridge Crest Elementary
December 3 - Student of the month assembly 8:45 a.m.
December 22 - Pajama Day, Class parties
December 1-4 - Doing a tree for the Christmas Tree Fantasy
December 22 - Two hour Early Release
Stalker Elementary
December 7 - Christmas Program at BPAC at 7:00 p.m.
December 22 - Classroom parties with a "Special Visitor"
December 22 - Two hour Early Release
I.T. Stoddard Elementary
December 1 - Faculty and Staff Christmas Party @ Meridian Center
December 3 - Student Hall of Fame recognition
December 8 - Christmas Program @ BPAC 1:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.
December 17 - Craft Fair 1:00 p.m.
December 22 - Sing along with Santa at 8:20 a.m. Santa arrives @ 8:40 a.m.
December 22 - Two hour Early Release
Wapello Elementary
December 6 - Christmas Party @ BPAC 7:00 p.m.
December 17 - Freaky Friday - Wear Sweats
December 22 - Classroom Christmas parties and a visit from Santa
December 22 - Two hour Early Release

Catch the Trade Winds; Simplicity, Consistency, Quality, Victory
Blackfoot School District appreciates the opportunity to work with your children every day.
It is our pleasure to be a part of their future and for that, we thank you.
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____________
St. Bernards Catholic Church Youth Mass Singers perform during the
Christmas Music Extravaganza
Mrs. Velda Racehorse
Requests Shoshone BPAC Performs
Language Instruction
at Fort Hall Elementary When Susan Mann and Allen Trip began dreaming about a Performing Arts Center to be built
next to Blackfoot High School, there were many skeptics who didn't think Blackfoot needed
School

such a venue. The proposed multi-million dollar facility was promoted as a place where the
Fine Arts Department of the high school could "strut their stuff." The original plan was to allow
At the November 18 School the high school and other schools in the district to use the facility for their own programs and
Board meeting,
shows, and then allow other community groups to have access. Mr. Tripp and Mrs. Mann
Mrs. Velda Racehorse again were also given the assignment to generate a "Concert Series" with the intention of bringing
made a request to the board to top quality entertainment to our community. By any standard, the Blackfoot Performing Arts
begin teaching Shoshone
Center has been a huge success and is an asset to the community. Anyone who doesn't
language classes to Fort
agree didn't attend the Christmas Music Extravaganza held Friday night, December 10th. That
Hall Elementary
night the public was treated to an evening of free entertainment of outstanding quality that
students. Superintendent
brought most of the area churches together to kick off the Christmas season. Emcee Carl
Crane reminded Mrs.
Watkins deftly introduced each of the performances. The evening began with the 60 member
Racehorse
Snake River Community Orchestra who played a prelude and later a medley of Christmas
that when the same request
music. Choirs were from several of the area LDS Stakes, Lighthouse Assembly of God, Lift (a
was made at an earlier School local quartet), Christ's Cowboy Country Church, St. Bernard's Catholic Church Youth Mass
Board meeting, she was told Singers, St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Seventh-Day Adventist, and Jason Lee Memorial
that the request would be
Methodist Church.
investigated and
a decision would be
Most of the elementary schools in the district used the BPAC for their Christmas programs
rendered in the spring. The
again this year.
position of the board has
not changed, and the matter
The Concert Series is in its fourth year. Mrs. Mann and Mr. Tripp try to contract performers
is still under investigation.
who will cover the tastes of almost everybody from Bach to rock, comedians, and
gymnasts. For more information on the Concert Series logon to BlackfootPAC.com.
th

22nd Annual
Geography Bee Held
at MVMS
From the 600+ students

We are fortunate to have such a state of the art facility in our community. Again we, as a
district, would like to thank the patrons of Blackfoot School District #55 for supporting the arts
and we hope you will enjoy the performances here for many years to come.

enrolled at Mountain View
Middle School, the top ten
finalists competed in a Final
and Championship Round to
determine the best geographer
in the school.

Recent Serious Allegations Prompt
District Press Release
PRESS RELEASE
Blackfoot School District No. 55
Hazing, Intimidation, and Bullying Preventative Measures

The ten, pictured on the front
row (L-R), are: Gregory Drake,
Brian Goodwin, Hyatt
Henderson, Alex Vail (behind),
Scott Miller, Wyatt Pearson,
Sam Wilson, Jake Pendlebury
(behind), Anna Stacia
Williams, and Bryce
Chase. The very supportive
Social Studies staff standing
with their students are
(L-R): Mr. Winward,
Mr. Merritt, Mr. Baguley,
Mrs. Kotter, and
Ms. Mortensen. Mr. Hal
Merritt heard about the
program sponsored by
National Geographic Magazine
and decided it would be fun for
his students, so he registered
and, as they say, "The Rest is
History." Over those 22 years
MVMS has had two Idaho
state winners, and Jetta Hatch
went to the National
Championship in 1992 where
she placed 9th in the nation.
This year's 2011 MVMS
Geography Bee winner is
eighth grade student,
Scott Miller.

Creation of Policies
Prevention of harassment in any form begins with the creation of district policies that address
and prohibit these types of activities. The Blackfoot School District No. 55 (District) has
maintained a contract with the law firm of Eberharter-Maki and Tappen PA for the past 13
years who create and update all district policies.
Under advisement of our attorneys the district has created the following policies:
Board Policy 506 - Student Harassment, and
Board Policy 506.5 - Prohibition against Harassment, Intimidation, and
Bullying.
These policies define harassment, intimidation, and bullying; prescribe procedures for
investigation and reporting of said conduct; and discipline procedures for violation of these
policies.
Distribution of Policies
Board Policy 506 and Board Policy 506.5 are reviewed and distributed to all employees at the
beginning of each school year and the employee must sign that they have received them.
Furthermore, each year the District Discipline Policy Handbook Summary is given to each
parent at registration, and they acknowledge that they have received this information through
their signature. The summary states clearly that intimidation, bullying and cyberbullying is a
major discipline violation.
Education
At the beginning of each school year all schools review the District Discipline Policies and
school handbooks with all district students. This includes discussions of intimidation, bullying,
and cyberbullying.
Since the 2007-08 school year, the Blackfoot School District has provided at least nine different
inservices, activities, or programs to educate our staff on bullying, hazing, and intimidation
prevention.
In the last three years, Blackfoot High School has conducted nine different safety, bullying
and/or harassment classes and inservices.
The Blackfoot High School Counseling Department has provided three different information
pamphlets and five different videos which are available to students and staff members on
bullying, intimidation, and hazing prevention.
Mountain View Middle School and our elementary schools conduct yearly bullying, intimidation,
and harassment programs that are age appropriate for their students.

Congratulating Scott are:
Mr. Kress, MVMS
school principal;
Mr. Winward, Scott's Social
Studies teacher; and
Mr. Merritt, competition
organizer.
Brian Goodwin placed 2nd and
Gregory Drake placed 3rd.
Congratulations Gentlemen!

Picture #1 Caption: Top 10
Geography Bee Finalists
Picture #2
Caption: Geography Bee
Winner

Finally, district administrators, teachers, and staff members are instructed, in accordance to
these policies, that harassment, intimidation, and bullying are not to be tolerated. When
incidents are reported or are overheard, they are taken seriously, investigated, and discipline
measures are taken - including involvement of the police when appropriate.

Top Native American Students
BHS is honored to recognize 12 Native American students for their selection by the Navigating
and Developing Native Scholars (NDNS) committee. Each year the committee selects 20
students (must be juniors or seniors) from six surrounding high schools deemed most likely to
graduate and become contributing members of society and the tribe. Students from Pocatello
High School, American Falls High School, Highland High School, Century High School,
Blackfoot High School, and Sho-Ban High School were invited to apply. The interview
committee was made up of college, school, and tribal representatives. The top 20 were
determined on a basis of grades, communication skills, GPA, community involvement, and
leadership.
The 12 winners from BHS are: Tyrell Lyons, Sheldon Moss, Toni Rodriguez, Makalia Eagle,

School Board Vacancy
Trustee Pat Colman has
tendered an official letter of
resignation from the Blackfoot
School District #55 Board of
Trustees citing personal
reasons.
District Superintendent,
Dr. Scott Crane informed the
board of the resignation at the
December 16th meeting.
Dr. Crane said her service to the
community has been
appreciated and wished
her well.
Mrs. Colman represented
Zone 3 which is coming up
for election in May, 2011.
Until May, the School Board
will make an interim
appointment as per
Policy #248 which says in
part: "The board will appoint
to the vacancy a person qualified
to serve as a trustee of the
school district provided there
remains in membership
on the board a majority of the
membership thereof, and the
board will notify the State
Superintendent of Public
Instruction of the
appointment. The appointment
must be made within ninety (90)
days
of the declaration of
vacancy. . ."
It is hoped that a qualified
patron of the district will accept
the appointment and can be
seated in the January
meeting. Zone 2, currently
represented by Mr. J.D. Tolman,
will also
be coming up for election in May,
2011.

Traelee Perdash, Dustin Racehorse (not pictured), April Marshall, Paige Marshall, Cerissa
Honena, Alexandria Burnett, Lonnie Jordan (not pictured), and JaLynn George.
To have 12 of the 20 winners from the same school is a credit to the Indian Ed program at
BHS. Mr. Merle Smith, Indian Ed instructor, added, "Our students' communication skills are
exemplary."
The application included a letter discussing problems on the reservation and what he/she could
do about it, as well as an interview by the committee when the student was required to support
his/her point of view. Mr. Smith said, "These are serious issues and include such things as
drugs and alcohol addiction." College scholarships and the amounts will be announced at a
future date. Congratulations to these future leaders.
For further program information contact Randy 'L Teton, program manager, at 208-782-3894 or
randyl@p4pied.org. Or visit her website at www.p4peid.org/NDN.

BHS Recognizes Top Native American Students chosen by the NDNS Committee

Technology Use on the Rise
Some of us are old enough to remember back to 1977 when the first home computers like the
Pet, the Apple II, and the TRS 80 (I still have my old one with an astounding 16k of Ram) first
became widely available. There was a time I didn't even know what RAM meant. My two feet
deep stack of 12" vinyl record albums is something my grandchildren will never
understand. They carry around iPods with 1000s of songs already loaded.
Beginning with the graduating class of 2013, all students must present a "Senior Project." In
preparation for that requirement, our 9th graders are required to take a six week long "Portfolio"
class. The class usually runs in the same trimester as Drivers' Ed which is now a six week
class, too.
To learn more about that requirement, go to the district web site (www.d55.k12.id.us), click on
"Schools," then click on "Blackfoot High School," then click on, "Parent Information." The top
item on the screen that appears says, "Blackfoot High School Senior Project Portfolio Guide
(09/03/10)." Very concise information is provided about the project.

In order to capture some of the performance artifacts,
Mr. McInelly has ordered three flip cam-corders (similar
to the one shown) to be acquired with technology
Pictured are: Trustee Bryce
funds. With them students may record debates, musical
Lloyd, Supt. Crane, Board
performances, a welding demonstration, or any other
Chairman J.D. Tolman, Trustee
"hands-on" activity that would be difficult to capture with
Mary Jo Marlow, and Trustee
pencil and paper.
Peter Lipovac.

Garnalee's World
Famous Cheese Ball
For the last several years
Garnalee Harrington has
delighted the faculty and staff
of BHS and BSGS with her
cheese ball and crackers. If
you haven't had the
opportunity to try it first hand,
try this easy
recipe at home:
2 - 8 oz. Pkgs. Cream Cheese

(softened)
¼ cup chopped green onions
(stems and all)
½ cup chopped green pepper
8 oz. can crushed pineapple
(drained)
1 tsp. Seasoned salt
Mix together. Form into a ball
or log. Roll in sliced almonds
or chopped nuts
(if desired)
Wrap in Saran wrap and
refrigerate overnight.
Serve on Ritz, Club, or any
other cracker.

____________

Quick Links

The Special Ed Department has some new tools to better help students with special needs.
Touch screen technology helps a wheelchair bound student with writing papers.

Blackfoot School
District #55 Website
U.S Deptment of
Education
Idaho State Deptment
of Education

A new projector allows PowerPoint pre-prepared lessons to be reviewed over and
over. Images may be enlarged for visually impaired students. 20 years ago these projectors
cost $8,000. Today, for much better projectors, they cost $600-$800.
A Dynavox machine helps a non-verbal student
communicate with others.
The world of information and communication has
changed dramatically over the last few years. Most
of the advancements have been a welcome
improvement to education. The one that drives me
crazy is cell phones being used during instructional
time. That's a no-no!

BHS Embraces 21st Century Instruction
BHS recently learned that its proposal was accepted into MAPP (Mastery Advancement Pilot
Program). In the next couple of issues of Directions there will be additional information and
updates.

Dr. Crane learned about the legislated program at a state superintendent's meeting and
encouraged our school to apply. The school had to notify the State Department of Education
by September 1st of our interest. The legislation (HB 493) allows students to graduate from
high school as early as after completion of the 9th grade. Thirteen of the 114 school districts
were accepted, with seven more to be determined later (to total 20).
The next step in the approval process is to explain what the program will look like at our school.
Currently a student can:
1) Take a regular high school class to earn a credit (Dual enrollment/ Co-curricular
classes may also qualify for a college credit)
2) Take an Online course through IDLA or BYU (already accredited and approved) or
3) After final approval has been granted, take a CLEP (College Level Examination
Program) test at a university testing center. It is anticipated that the CLEP fee will be
about $90.
Students may begin participating in MAPP when the application process is complete. We're
hoping to get started by the beginning of third trimester," said Vicki Johnson, head of the high
school counseling department. Students may graduate from high school by the end of grade 9,
10, or 11. This is possible because MVMS is also approved, so students can begin earning
high school credits in the 7th grade.
An incentive, besides graduating early, is that the student will receive up to 35% of the ADA
(average daily attendance) funding given to a school district for students who would normally
attend and graduate after the 12th grade. That money could be used to help with college
expenses. A handbook is being generated to explain the process and should be available
sometime this spring. Interested students should visit with his/her high school counselor.

January/February Upcoming Events and Dates
No School/Early Release Dates
January 14 - 2nd Quarter Ends
January 17 - Teacher's Inservice, no school for students
February 2 - K-MVMS Only Teacher's Inservice, no school for students
February 21 - President's Day observance, no school
Blackfoot High School
January 4 - Girls' BBall @ Highland 6:00 & 7:30 p.m.
January 5 - Boys' BBall home with Idaho Falls 6:00 & 7:30 p.m.
January 5 - Wrestling @ Rigby 5:30 p.m.
January 6 - Girls' BBall @ Madison 6:00 & 7:30 p.m.
January 7 - Boys' BBall @ Century 6:00 & 7:30 p.m.
January 8 - Girls' BBall home with Snake River 6:00 & 7:30 p.m.
January 11 - Boys' BBall home with Shelley 6:00 & 7:30 p.m.
January 12 - Girls' BBall @ Hillcrest 6:00 & 7:30 p.m.
January 12 - Wrestling @ Madison 5:30 p.m.
January 13 - Boys' BBall @ Bonneville 6:00 & 7:30 p.m.
January 14 - Girls' BBall home with Idaho Falls 6:00 & 7:30 p.m.
January 14 - Wrestling - Madison Invitational Tournament in Rexburg 3:30 p.m.
January 15 - Wrestling - Madison Invitational Tournament in Rexburg 3:30 p.m.
January 18 - Parent/Teacher Conferences 4:00 - 7:30 p.m. in the New Gym
January 19 - Boys' BBall @ Madison 6:00 & 7:30 p.m.
January 20 - Girls' BBall home with Rigby 6:00 & 7:30 p.m.
January 21 - Boys' BBall home with Skyline 6:00 & 7:30 p.m.
January 21 - Wrestling - Tiger/Griz at Skyline 3:30 p.m.
January 22 - Wrestling - Tiger/Griz at Skyline 3:30 p.m.
January 25 - Girls' BBall @ Shelley 6:00 & 7:30 p.m.
January 26 - Boys' BBall home with Hillcrest 6:00 & 7:30 p.m.
January 26 - Wrestling @ Minico 5:30 p.m.
January 27 - Girls' BBall home with Bonneville 6:00 & 7:30 p.m.
January 28 - Boys' BBall @ Rigby 6:00 & 7:30 p.m.
January 29 - Winter Fest Dance 8:30-11:30 p.m.
Mountain View Middle School
January 3 - Basketball try-outs for both boys and girls at 2:30 p.m.
January 15 - Elks' Club Hoop Shoot 10:00 - 12:00 noon
January 18 - Girls' & Boys' BBall @ Shelley 4:30 p.m.
January 20 - Girls' & Boys' BBall home with Sandcreek 4:30 p.m.
January 25 - Girls' & Boys' BBall @ Rocky Mountain 4:30 p.m.
January 27 - Girls' & Boys' BBall home with Rigby 4:30 p.m.
Blackfoot Sixth Grade School
January 21 - Report Cards Go Out
January 21 - Inventions for the Invention Convention are Due
Irving Kindergarten Center
January 24 - Mrs. Stuart, Mrs. Bingham, and Mrs. Wood will have "Family Night" from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Donald D. Stalker Elementary
January 24 - Hall of Fame Day at 8:30 a.m. for 1st and 2nd Grade, 9:45 a.m. for 3rd - 5th
January 25 - DARE Graduation at 7:00 p.m. in the Gym
Fort Hall Elementary
January 21 - DARE Graduation at 1:30 p.m.
Groveland Elementary
January 18 - Awards Assembly for 1st and 2nd Quarter at 8:10 a.m.
I.T. Stoddard Elementary
January 7 - Hall of Fame and Principal's Awards Day at 8:30 a.m.
January 18 - IRI (Idaho Reading Indicator) Testing Begins for Grades 1-3
January 19 - IRI Testing Continues - Mrs. Spencer will be doing a "Snack Attack" from 8:30-3:00
January 20 - IRI Testing Continues - Mrs. Spencer will be doing a "Snack Attack" from 8:30-3:00
January 27 - National School Assembly Displaying Yo-yos from 8:30-9:15 a.m.
January 27 - PTO Meeting from 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Ridgecrest Elementary
January 7 - Student of the Month Recognition at 8:45 a.m.
January 19 - Report Cards Go Out
January 21 - ISU Science Day
January 28 - DARE Graduation at 1:30 p.m.

Catch the Trade Winds: Consistency, Simplicity, Quality, Victory
Blackfoot School District appreciates the opportunity to work with your children every day.
It is our pleasure to be a part of their future, and for that we thank you.

Contact Info
Public/Media Relations
Tom Harrington
harrt@d55.k12.id.us
Technical Support
Trish Moore
moort@d55.k12.id.us
208-782-9548
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** Vote on March 8, 2011 **
March 8, 2011 will be the bi-annual supplemental levy
election. This year's 1.975 million dollar supplemental levy is
more important than ever. Assistant Superintendent Chad Struhs
estimates, if Mr. Luna's proposal is adopted, there will be a
revenue shortfall of $750,000 for programs for next year. It is vital
that the levy be ratified so that current programs will not be cut
more than is necessary. Dr. Crane reminded school board
members that passage of the levy will not change the taxes paid
by local patrons. The passage of the Consolidated Election Law
requires voters to vote at their regular polling precincts. If you
don't know how to register or where to vote, contact the district
office (785-8800).

Science Day at Ridge Crest
Dr. Gene Davis Makes His
Report
Inservice Days K-8 Only

Local Student Gets
National Recognition

Electricity In The Air

Wrestling is tough enough to follow when there are two mats going at the same time. Imagine 10
mats all at once. It's organized chaos. That's the Tiger/Griz Wrestling Tournament held on
January 21st and 22nd at Skyline High School. 32 schools from four states (Idaho, Utah, Nevada,
and Wyoming) battled head to head for bragging rights as the top school in the mountain west.
Logan Gambles, a junior at
Action was hard to follow as
Blackfoot High School, is
spectators had to move quickly
going to North Carolina this
from one gym to the other. If you
summer. Logan is the new
don't think wrestling is a
Chief Justice-elect of the
demanding sport, look closely at
Idaho YMCA Youth
a wrestler who has just spent six
Legislature Supreme
minutes fighting for all he's
Court. As a representative
worth. Most are dripping with
from Idaho, Logan will spend
perspiration. Blackfoot HS
a week at a national retreat
entered in all 14 weight classes
with representatives from all
and brought home nine medals
over the country. Next year
to finish in second place. Shaded
he'll serve as the Chief
only by the first place finisher
Justice. Kole Bingham, a
Columbia High School from
sophomore this year, was
Nampa, who also won nine
elected to serve as Assistant
medals, it was an awesome
Senate Floor Leader. At the
experience to watch our Men in
State Session of the Youth
Black take down opponent after
Legislature to be held
opponent. If you've never seen
April 20-22, these two
this event, you should experience it at
students, along with Logan
least once. Congratulations
Christiansen, a senior and
to our outstanding coaches (Brian Barlow, Thain Cashmore, Travis Henderson, and Nate Horsley),
elected senator, will
and our amazing wrestlers.
represent BHS. At that
annual meeting elections for
Varsity Wrestling Team 2010 - 11
Representative, Lobbyist,
Delegate-in-training, and
103 - Chase Wasia, 112 - Kohl Bingham, 112 - Juan Navarro, 119 - Matthew Gallegos,
Reporter, will also be voted
125 - Jeremy Robbins, 130 - Tate Hansen, 135 - Titus Robinson, 140 - Koty Cook,
in. Good luck to these

students who are making a
difference at Blackfoot
High School.

145 - Ruben Pulido, 152 - Jon Horak, 160 - Stetson Jorgensen, 171 - Coltin Hill,
189 - Conrad Jarmin, 15 - Garrett Buck, Hwt- Cody Carroll
Managers - Anna Pratt, Emily Lish, Tayler Bitton

Pictured: Matt Gallegos on mat 1 (upper left) and Stetson Jorgenson on mat 4 (lower left)

Learning About
Dental Hygiene

Mr. McInelly Takes Medical Leave
th

Natalie Cox, a dental
hygienist from Smiles 4 Kids
Dental, and
Mrs. Montgomery, who is a
paraprofessional at
Groveland Elementary
School, taught students
about proper dental
hygiene. With help from a
blue dragon, the students in
Mrs. Carter's and Miss Fife's
classes learned how to floss
and brush. Each of the
students received a new
toothbrush and some
toothpaste.

Pictured: CeeJay Lach and
Conner Guerra

On the morning of January 14 , Principal Blaine
McInelly called an emergency faculty meeting to
announce his leave of absence to the faculty and staff
of Blackfoot High School. Mr. McInelly said he had
been having severe medical problems over the last
couple of months and suffered a mild heart attack just
before Christmas. With advice of his doctor, Mr.
McInelly advised Superintendent Crane that he would
be stepping down and that he was giving the board
early notice so they could begin a nation-wide search
for his replacement. Immediately after the faculty
meeting, Mr. McInelly called a meeting for all BHS
students to meet in the auditorium. While addressing
the students he told them he wanted them to hear "first
hand," of his intention. The students were visibly shaken by the unexpected news. Mr. McInelly
said he and his family had agonized many nights about the decision, but this was the one that had
to be made. Mr. McInelly then introduced Mr. Ben Speelmon, a former superintendent in Jefferson
County, as his interim replacement. Mr. Speelmon filled the same assignment five years earlier
when the BHS principal resigned in the middle of the year.
Mr. McInelly became principal in the summer of 2006. Over the course of the next 4 ½ years,
many changes occurred at BHS. A short list includes:
1) Dual enrollment classes (allowing students to receive college credit for classes taken
while still in high school) increased by 10 fold.
2) The main offices were remodeled to provide the public with better access to school
administrators.
3) A new Career Center was created next to the counseling offices.

Invention Convention
Has Great
Participation
This year's Invention
Convention included
300 student
participants. The program,
supervised by Mrs. Jennifer
Cook, demonstrates the
students' ability to imagine,
create, and develop a
product or service to make
life better for everyone. 30
students were selected to
compete at the district level
in Idaho Falls on a date still
undetermined.

4) In order to fulfill state requirements to "Create a New School," when BHS missed making
AYP by just two students, the CPR (Credit, Progress, Recovery) program was
implemented. A student needs assessment taken in 2009 indicated that the number one
request from busy students was that there be a time to complete class assignments in
school. Five minutes were shaved from each of the five classes and the school day was
extended another five minutes to provide a 30 minute block of time to what they told us they
most needed. Mr. McInelly and others had to make a presentation to the State Department
of Education for approval of the program changes. Reports came back that this was one of
the most thoroughly thought-out proposals from any school in the state. We were given
permission to proceed.
5) A new state mandate requires the classes of 2013 and 2014 to prepare and present a
"Senior Project." Portfolio classes are now provided for the freshman class to learn how to
gather and organize artifacts that will qualify them to receive a graduation diploma. Any
other student may take the portfolio class to work on his or her project.
"I always appreciated Mr. McInelly's quiet leadership. He didn't require praise or accolades for the
thoughtful improvement he brought to the school," said Assistant Principal Tom Harrington.

Ladles to the Ready. Go!
A Taste of Home
The National Honor Society
members of Blackfoot High
School made Valentines for
our troops for the last two

Monday, January 24th was the 6th Annual District Wide Chili cook-off at MVMS. The best cooks in
the district have a chance to put their talents on display by cooking up what they hope the public
will vote the "best chili in the district." That means each person has to sample all 10 schools'
concoctions and decide his/her favorite. The choice (vote) is made by depositing the ticket given
as the patron entered the cafeteria into the container corresponding to the school he/she wanted to
congratulate.

weeks of January. The
Idaho Potato Commission
donated 300 potato pins to
be included in the
cards. The FCCLA (Family
Community Career Leaders
of America) members baked
cookies. Postage for mailing
these items to our troops
has been graciously donated
by the Elk's Club. This has
truly been a community
effort and the recipients are
sure to feel appreciated.

McTeacher Night
(Blackfoot
McDonald's)
On Tuesday, February 8th,
the Fort Hall Elementary
School staff will be
"Celebrity Hosts" at the
Blackfoot McDonalds
"McTeacher
Night". Proceeds during the
evening will be dedicated to
FHE for future student
activities. Plan on having
the staff of Fort Hall
Elementary meet, greet, and
serve your family dinner
between
5:00-7:00 p.m. All
community members are
welcome to participate and
support the staff and
students of Fort Hall
Elementary School at the
Blackfoot McDonald's.

After-School
Program (ASP)
The Fort Hall Elementary
After-School Program has
opened additional spaces
under the School
Improvement Grant. The
ASP is held
Monday - Thursday between
the hours of 1:30/2:30 - 5:00
p.m. If you would like to
enroll your FHE student,
please contact Esperanza
Taylor, ASP Coordinator, at
237-2207.

The $3 admission price for adults included a
cinnamon roll, and a bottle of milk or water.
Kids and students were free. Tami Robinson,
the district Child Nutrition Director, reported
that 382 adults and 500 kids and students
were served.
The cooks obviously also have marketing
degrees because they were tempting voters
even before they sampled the chilis with
creative titles for their chili creations like: Beary
Yummy chili (MVMS), Bucking Bronco,
Buckaroo Kicking, Flavor Busting chili (BHS),
Chief chili (Fort Hall), Maverik's Hot and Hearty
chili (IAHS), Beep Beep Roadrunner chili
(Stalker), Eagle Nest chili (Ridge Crest), Bull Dog Fights chili (BSGS), 5 Chick chili (Wapello),
Beary Good chili (Groveland) and Rock Star chili (Stoddard).
Superintendent Scott Crane and his wife Kathy also came to share in the
festivities. Congratulations to everyone who helped with the fun evening!
And the winners are!!! Drum roll please 3rd place: Groveland Elementary! Go Bears!!,
2nd place: Independence Alternative High School! Go Maveriks!!
And this year's best chili is:
1st place: Blackfoot Sixth Grade School! Go Bulldogs!!!

Picture Caption: MVMS 6th Annual Chili Cook-off

Gem State Honor Bands in
Concert
The 27th Annual Honor Bands in Concert were from
surrounding area schools and performed on January
20th in our Blackfoot Performing Arts Center. Twelve
local schools participated in the all day training which
was followed by an evening concert. The schools and
directors were: Blackfoot High School, Jan Eddington;
Bonneville High School, Richard Landauer; Century
High School, Colin Brien; Highland High School, Jay Ronk; Hillcrest High School, Jeff Nelson;
Idaho Falls High School, David Burger; Madison High School, Dan North; Pocatello High School,
David Beckstead; Rigby High School, Bill Weed; Skyline High School, Bob Dunmire; Madison
Junior High School, Steve Klingler; and Eagle Rock Junior High School, Terry Wright. The best of
the best musicians from each of the schools joined forces to be directed by two outstanding guest
conductors. Jason Petrovich conducted the Clinic Band. Mr. Petrovich is currently the band
director from Mountain Crest High School in Utah. Dr. Eric Smedley conducted the Gem State
Honor Band. Dr. Smedley is an Assistant Professor of Music, and Director of the Athletic Bands at
Boise State University. Individually, each of these young musicians is accomplished in his or her
own right. But it's when the cream of the crop is brought together that a whole new level is
achieved. The awe inspiring performance was one that students and parents alike will almost
certainly remember throughout their lives. Thanks go to the students, and especially to their
parents for a wonderful evening of entertainment.

Picture Caption: Dr. Smedley conducting the Gem State Homor Band during the 27th Annual
Honor Bands Concert.

Happenings at Donald D. Stalker Elementary
by Laurie Kearsley

Quick Links
Blackfoot School
District Website

January may have had a cold start with outside temperatures, but inside our Stalker students were
"HOT"! Testing results showed overall growth in each grade level! We are all so proud! We will
continue to grow and learn for the remaining months ahead. We hope to see even greater growth
by May.
D. D. Stalker students are also working on demonstrating consistent good behavior. The goal is to
earn ten "happy faces" on our good behavior chart that is up by the office. When that happens we
will have a whole school reward! Students are trying extra hard to show self discipline and

U.S Dept of Ed
Idaho State Dept of
Education
Intouch for BHS
Intouch for MVMS

responsibility to earn the reward.
We had our quarterly Hall of Fame Assembly. In this assembly each teacher spotlights a few of
his/her students. All teachers shared growth data results during the Hall of Fame from the recent
IRI/CBA tests this month. At that time a new Principal for the Day is named, and there is a special
award from the library for exceptional library manners. We also congratulate students with (Bell to
Bell, that's approximately 17, 500 minutes in school) perfect attendance. Great Job! That's
Amazing!
D. D. Stalker was well represented in the district Hoop Shoot contest! Nephi Bigler and Andrew
Stosich represented us. Nephi Bigler came away with a first place in his age division. Way to go
Nephi!
School winners were as follows:
8-9 year old girls - 1st Kimberly Santillan, 2nd Elvira Alcaraz, 3rd Jacey Olney
8-9 year old boys - 1st Andrew Stosich, 2nd Nephi Bigler, 3rd Jovanny Garcia
10-11 year old girls -Shyla Monnarez, 2nd Rylie Moore, 3rd Kelsie Monson
10-11 year old boys - 1st Cody Gay, 2nd Walker Harris, 3rd Trey Worthington
Congratulations!
Teachers are also always learning here at D. D. Stalker. We had an intensive Aims Web training
during the month. We learned a great deal and hope to be on our way to using it productively the
rest of the school year.
We had special nutrition lessons called "Snack Attack!" for our students put on by U of I
Extension staff. The children learned about making good choices for healthy snacks.
All in all, we are off to a great new year here at D. D. Stalker! We plan on it being a productive and
fun time for all of us!

Students Recognized At Groveland Elementary
Groveland Elementary has implemented the Positive Behavior Support Program this
year. Students are recognized for demonstrating appropriate behavior in the hallways, lunchroom,
library, computer lab, office, on the playground, busses, at assemblies, and of course, in the
classroom. At a special
assembly held on January 18th,
the following students received
awards for exceptional
behavior:
Cassidy Bishop, Noah Butikofer,
Ryan Steidley, Blake Johnson,
Jennifer Barrus, Marcelina Trejo,
Priscila Acevedo, Gerardo
Galvan, Carlos Swearingen,
Ismael Cortez, Keaton Folsom,
Angelica Arriaga, Shakayla
Morgan, Julian Cuevas, Olivia
Propsom, Emily Silva, Makenna
Thomas, Nataly Mendoza, Taya
Sensenbach, Kelsey Higginson,
Tyler Stott, Race Capson, Ryder
Henderson, Joe Yancy, Katie Thibeault, Madison Ramey, Dragen Robinson, Ismaelia Alba,
Tayloranne Adams, Cole Adams, Savannah Ramirez, Kassie Spencer, Tyson Berry, Natali Vega,
Scott Carter, Sam Reynad, Herlindo Labra, Daniel Rivas, Tiana Thibeault, Sydney Furio, Kamdyn
Salmon, Hansen Murdoch, Anthony Tafoya, Rilie Wixom, Kaycee Eddington, Jalen Jenson,
Jessica Salisbury, Emmanuel Becerra, Hannah Higginson, Daniel Martinez, Christina Arriaga,
Sarah Wright, Jose Quinones, Nichole Hardiman, Julia Johansen, Kayler Wilcox, Kadan Wilcox,
Kadan Davis, Megan Shipley, Vanessa Garcia, Karla Silva, Wyatt Gerrie, Lauren Jensen, Scott
Robinson, Reese Boyd, Tabitha
Butikofer, Cordell Barrus, Hannah
Cannon, Cameron Gabrylczyk,
Isabella Sanchez, Kylee
Sponenburgh, Cami Spencer,
Conner Johnson, Riley Porter,
Lupita Maria, Estrella Morales,
Katie Jensen, Lupita Garcia, Gabe
Becerra, Kayeleigh Olson, Taya
Sensenbach, Kelsey Higginson,
Emmerson Jackson, Kevin
DeLoera, Sydney Murdoch,
Malachi Marlow, Ben Acevedo, Mia
Johansen, Josh Maddox, Lydia
Stott, Boden VanOrden, Nicole

Smith, Aidan Lloyd, Jasmin Martinez, Ryan German, Mariana Vera, Ashlee Kendall, Tyson Rocha,
Allee VanOrden, Sam Reyna, Tyler Stott, Leslie Maldonado, Illiana Cardona.
Congratulations!!

Science Day at Ridge Crest

th

By: Devani Baldwin and Luis Gallegos - Mrs. Wood's 5 grade
The American Nuclear Society (ANS) and two ISU students came to Ridge Crest Elementary on
January 27, 2011. They put up science displays to teach Ridge Crest students about nuclear
energy. Connie Hill, an ISU student, said, "I will teach all of the students at Ridge Crest how cool
nuclear energy really is."
The people from the ANS and ISU included Bishara Bisharat, Connie Hill, Dennis Shannon,
William Alston, Adam Langbehn, and Adam Mallicoat. They all worked together to teach Ridge
Crest students about atoms, electrons, density, and magnets. The ANS finished with a grand
finally with a chain reaction including ping-pong balls and mousetraps. Ridge Crest teacher Ms.
Bombard said, "I have never seen anything like that."
This special day was planned and arranged by the Ridge Crest PTA. Lisa Turner, PTA vice
president, said that the PTA wanted to have this during the day so that all Ridge Crest students
would be able to be a part of science day. Last year we had science day in the evening and not all
students were able to come back at night to see the displays.

Dr. Gene Davis Makes His Report
The Blackfoot School Board and Superintendent Scott Crane recruited a consulting firm owned by
Dr. Gene Davis to make procedural recommendations to avoid the hazing and bullying cases that
have been such an emotional drain and such a dividing force in our community.
The multi-page report explained that the policies and administrative procedures currently in place
are sufficient to protect the students and staff of our district. Dr. Davis did make recommendations
on how to strengthen and enhance the procedures in the district.
Dr. Davis gave several commendations to the district:
1) Immediately involving legal services when bullying/harassment/intimidation
information came to their attention.
2) The recent updates to current policy on bullying, harassment, and intimidation.
3) The press releases were timely and appropriate to keep the community informed about
district actions.
4) The Superintendent was commended for securing external assistance in reviewing board
policy and administrative procedures in relation to best practices.
5) The Blackfoot High School administration was also commended for developing a
Harassment Incident Report Form that will aid in documenting complaints.
Dr. Davis recommended that all staff members be periodically inserviced in the proper steps
required to report suspected infractions as well as the proper chain of command to address
improper activities whether they be from students or staff members. Dr. Davis said the student
agenda needs to be more specific about reporting. He also recommended that a pamphlet be
generated by the high school that would then be distributed to all patrons advising everyone of the
need to be more vigilant and report any suspected concerns. "The next level will be clarifying
procedures from bottom to top." Dr. Davis fears that many incidents go unreported because people
believe that "nothing will be done." When anyone asks, "Are you familiar with the district's
harassment policy?" it is hoped the answer will be yes. A clear understanding needs to be widely
known as to what the consequences for inappropriate activity will be.
Dr. Crane admonished all those present at the board meeting, and everywhere else in the district,
to report any concerns they might have so those concerns can be addressed promptly at the
lowest possible level.
The incidents that have occurred over the last several
months have brought national attention to the Blackfoot
School District, but it should be obvious to everyone
that our Superintendent and School Board are not
hesitant about defending the rights of students in our
district. Enlisting the help of an outside agency to
review our policies and procedures should
communicate to all that we are not trying to hide
anything and will do whatever is necessary to protect
our students.

Inservice days scheduled for
February 2, 2011
March 2, 2011
Only for Kindergarten through Eighth Grade. Please
mark your calendars accordingly.

February/March Upcoming Events and Dates
No School/Early Release Dates
February 2 - Teacher's Inservice, No School for Students K-8 Only
February 21 - President's Day, No School
March 2
- Teacher's Inservice, No School for Students K-8 Only
March 28
- Spring Break, No School
March 29
- Spring Break, No School
March 30
- Spring Break, No School
March 31
- Spring Break, No School
Blackfoot High School
February 1 - Wrestling @ IF/Skyline 5:00 p.m.
February 2 - Boys' BBall home with Bonneville 6:00 & 7:30 p.m.
February 2 - Wrestling @ Pocatello/Century 5:30 p.m.
February 3 - Wrestling home with Snake River 6:30 p.m.
February 4 - Boys' BBall home with Pocatello 6:00 & 7:30 p.m.
February 5 - Girls' District BBall TBA
February 9 - Boyss' BBall @ Shelley 6:00 & 7:30 p.m.
February 9 - Wrestling home with Bonneville 5:30 p.m.
February 11 - Boys' BBall home with Century 6:00 & 7:30 p.m.
February 12 - Sweetheart Dance on the BPAC Stage 8:30-11:30 p.m.
February 14 - Wrestling - District Tournament Begins and continues all week through February 19th
February 14 - Perfect Gentlemen Concert in the BPAC at 7:30 p.m.
February 24 - Wrestling - State Tournament Begins and continues all week through February 26th
February 24 - Trimester Exams - Periods 1,2, & 3
February 25 - Trimester Exams - Periods 4 & 5
February 28 - Third Trimester Begins
February 28 - Softball Parent Meeting 6:00-9:00 p.m. in the Library
Mountain View Middle School
February 1 - Boys' & Girls' BBall home with Madison 4:30 p.m.
February 3 - Boys' & Girls' BBall home with Shelley 4:30 p.m.
February 8 - Boys' & Girls' BBall @ Sand Creek 4:30 p.m.
February 9 - Band Solo and Ensemble After School. Students are Judged on Their Performance
February 10 - Boys' & Girls' BBall home with Rocky Mountain Middle School 4:30 p.m.
February 11 - Valentine's Day Activity Provided by Student Council
February 15 - Boys' & Girls' BBall @ Rigby 4:30 p.m.
February 18 - Quarter 3 Mid-term
February 24 - NAEP Assessment of all 8th Grade Students
February 24 - Boys' & Girls' BBall @ Madison 4:30 p.m.
February 24 - Parent/Teacher Conference 4:15-8:30 p.m.
February 25 - MVTV Will Present During 8th Hour
Blackfoot Sixth Grade School
February 4 - Spring Picture Day, School Pictures Will Be Available
February 24 - Parent/Teacher Conferences 4:30-7:30 p.m.
Irving Kindergarten Center
February 3 - Chinese New Year Class Activities
February 16 - Blockfest Activity Night for AM Students from 5-7 p.m. to Promote Math Development Skills
February 17 - Blockfest Activity Night for PM Students from 5-7 p.m. to Promote Math Development Skills
February 24 - PTA presentation to School Board stating current year accomplishments and goals for the remainder of the year
Donald D. Stalker Elementary
February 11 - Pastries with Parents from 7:00-8:00 a.m.
February 11 - Valentine's Party in the Afternoon
February 23 - Family Masquerade Reading Night (with the Vista: Idaho Reads Project) at 6:00 p.m.
Free Dinner for Students and Their Parents

Fort Hall Elementary
February 8 - McDonalds "Celebrity Host" evening @ Blackfoot McDonalds between 5:00-7:00 p.m.
February 10 - Parent Council meeting at 5:30 p.m. in the FHE Library. Refreshments will be served
Parents/guardians will receive a $10.00 gas gift certificate for their involvement in the parent meeting
February 14 - Valentine's Day classroom parties will be held in the afternoon
Groveland Elementary
February 4 - Arts Contest (Reflections Program) 6:00-8:30 p.m. All Art Projects Will Be on Display. Judging and Awards
Will Be From 6:00-6:30 p.m.
I.T. Stoddard Elementary
February 4 - Monthly Hall of Fame for Top Student Recognition
February 14 - Annual Valentine's Party at 1:00 p.m.
February 17 - "Tar Wars" - Dr. Moser will Address the Student Body About the Negative Effects of Smoking
February 25 - Pastries with Parents in Conjunction with the Science Fair from 7:30-8:15 a.m.
Ridgecrest Elementary
February 1 - Marnie Spencer from the University of Idaho will Discuss "Snack Attack" to Teach Students About Nutrition
February 3 - Marnie Spencer from the University of Idaho will Discuss "Snack Attack" to Teach Students About Nutrition
February 4 - Student of the Month Assembly at 8:45 a.m. Parents Are Invited
February 9 - Bus Evacuation Drill and Practice
February 10 - Spring Individual and Class Pictures
February 11 - Hero Day - Students Dress Up Like Their Favorite Hero
February 11 - 2nd Grade is Doing a Day with Mayor Virtue Called, "Around the Town"
February 14 - Valentine's Day Class Party from 1:00-2:00 p.m.
February 24 - "Tar Wars" - Dr. Hatch Will Address the 5th Grade About the Negative Effects of Smoking
Wapello Elementary
February 7 - Annual Carnival/Auction from 5:30-8:00 p.m. sponsored by the PTA
February 23 - Class Pictures Will Be Taken in the Morning

Catch the Trade Winds: Consistency, Simplicity, Quality, Victory
Blackfoot School District appreciates the opportunity to work with your children every day.
It is our pleasure to be a part of their future, and for that we thank you.

Contact Info
Public/Media Relations
Tom Harrington
harrt@d55.k12.id.us
Technical Support
Trish Moore
moort@d55.k12.id.us
208-782-9548
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We the People Bring
Home the Gold

Wednesday the 23rd
of February, 20 BHS students
went to Boise to make us
proud. The We the People
competition is a contest on
knowledge of our US
Constitution. Any high school
in the state may enter a
team. Over the last three
years BHS has won 1st
place. This year was no
exception. For the fourth year
in a row, BHS brought home
the 1st place trophy. Gavin
Bruderer, Cody Cunningham,
Ariel Pearce, Shaina Rawson,
and Sheldon Wood (l-r) made
the presentation of the trophy
to the school board at the
February 24th meeting.
Students who competed:
Anna Smith, Karissa Bales,

When looking at the supplemental levy there are always points that need to
be clarified and explained for all to understand. This letter is written to help
our community better understand the purpose of the supplemental levy and
to answer some of the most frequently asked questions concerning the
district's supplemental levy:
1.
How much is the supplemental levy?
The current supplemental levy is for $1,975,000.
2.
How long does the supplemental levy run?
The supplemental levy is for two years and is $1,975,000 for each
year.
3.
How is the supplemental levy amount determined?
The Blackfoot School District No. 55 established a finance
committee composed of parents, patrons, administrators, and
teachers that review the finances of the district and set the goals of
what is needed and what amount it will take to achieve those goals.
4.
How many years has the Blackfoot patrons supported the
district's supplemental levy?
The patrons of Blackfoot School District have been highly supportive
of the supplemental levy ever since its inception in 1987.
5.
Has the supplemental levy always been $1,975,000?
No, prior to the approval of the $1,975,000 for the supplemental levy
in 2007, the amount for the previous 14 years was $975,000.
6.
What are the goals that were set by the finance committee
for the use of the supplemental levy funds?
The supplemental levy funds are for maintaining district buildings;
providing funds for the district technology needs; keeping teacher
salaries and benefits competitive with surrounding districts in order
to retain and attract excellent teachers; and supplementing school
budgets.

Gavin Bruderer, Erin Adolfson,
Camille Norton, Ariel Pearce,
Amy Porter, Shaina Rawson,
Justin Cannon, Cody
Cunningham, Mitch Jensen,
Elise Moser, Dallin Evans,
Sheldon Moss, Carly Ames,
Josh Burt, Brett Coles, Lacie
Parmenter, Meena Hijazi, and
Marc Matsuura.
Dr. Crane instructed the
students to bring home the
Fasces sticks with honor. So
that all would understand the
significance of what a Fasces
is, he explained. The Romans
tied a bundle of sticks together
to demonstrate the principle of
strength in numbers. It was
carried as an emblem of
authority. The students
proudly returned the Fasces to
Dr. Crane after having won
the competition.

Picture Caption 1:
BHS students bring home the
1st place trophy.
Picture Caption 2:
Dr. Crane explains
the significance of a Fasces.

Weber State Auto
Competition
February 17, 2011
Joe Lawhon, Morgan Gasca,
and Alt. Samantha Bates went
to Ogden, Utah to compete in
the annual Weber State
University campus auto
competition.
Mr. Worthington said, "It's a
hands-on automotive
competition. Students rotated
through the 12 stations from
11 a.m. to
3 p.m. with a lunch break at
1 o'clock. After the
competition there was a
banquet dinner at 5 p.m.
followed by an awards
presentation.
Blackfoot brought home the
third place trophy of the 24
teams that qualified to
go. The schools represented,
Idaho, Utah, and Wyoming.

7.
What percentage of votes cast is needed to pass the
supplemental levy?
The supplemental levy needs a simple majority of yes votes in order
to pass.
8.
Will the supplemental levy increase my taxes?
There are two ways in which your taxes increase. The first is an
increase in the levy amount. The second is by a re-valuation of your
property assessment. The school district is not asking for an
increase in the amount of the supplemental levy. The district is not
asking the patrons to increase their taxes. The district has no control
or involvement in property value assessments.
9.
Will the supplemental levy help the district in these
difficult economic times?
The passage of the supplemental levy is very important in helping
the district meet its obligations to our students in these difficult
economic times. But, I would caution our patrons that this levy only
represents 8% of the district's general fund revenue. We depend on
the state for 84% of our general fund revenue. The remaining 8% of
our general fund budget comes from federal funds. We all are aware
that State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Tom Luna, has
recommended that the state's public school budget be reduced by
5.5% to 6%. Therefore, even with the passage of this levy, the
district will have to tighten its belt in these difficult economic
conditions.
10. Where and when can Blackfoot School District No. 55
patrons vote?
With the passage of the consolidated election law, voting locations
will be determined by the voting precinct in which you live, not any
elementary school in the district. In other words, patron voting
locations will be the same location as the general election and the
primary election. (Because of the consolidated election law, some of
our patrons will be voting at Riverside Elementary School.) To help
with this new change, the Bingham County Clerk's Office has
provided us with the districtwide voting precinct map, which is
attached. The polls will be open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. If you have
any questions, please give Margaret Contor or JaNae Smith a call at
785-8800.
In conclusion, I have always been grateful for the patrons' support of the
school district, and with your help Blackfoot schools will continue to provide
the best education experience in Idaho. I am thankful that I was given the
opportunity to live, work, and raise my children in Blackfoot. If there are any
questions you have regarding the supplemental levy, feel free to call me or
Chad Struhs at 785-8800.
Sincerely,
Scott L. Crane, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Where do I Vote on March 8th?

I'm really proud of these
students." BHS was the
highest ranked Idaho team.

Investing in the Future

Cesilio Silveira said, "The
basis of the program was to
help students learn about the
federal government, and how
things work; how laws are
passed and bills are
made. We learned about the
basic procedures of how the
government runs. We got to
meet our congressmen; Mike
Crapo, James Risch, Paul
Labrador, and Mike
Simpson. We got to go to the
National Capitol and
experience a live session of
congress. We got to see the
monuments around DC, how
they were built and how they
are related to our nation's
history. There were lots of
different food varieties. But
none of them compared to
home cooking. Some of the
museums we visited
were: The Smithsonian; Air
and Space Museum, The
Museum of Natural History,
and Holocaust Museum. As
we entered the Holocaust
Museum passports were
issued to each visitor. At the
end of the tour we got to see if
the person on our passport
lived or died. We also got to
tour the Native American
museum. My favorite thing
was to experience the life of a
congressman and life at the
capital. My least favorite thing
was all the walking we had to
do, and there were several
people who were rather rude."
Picture Caption: Cecilio
Silveira, Effie Hernandez, and
Ronnie Diggie attended the
Close-Up program in
Washinton D.C.

ISBA Day on the Hill
Mr. J.D. Tolman, Chairman of
the Blackfoot SD #55 Board of
Trustees, and Mr. Chad
Struhs, Assistant
Superintendent of Blackfoot

To vote on the Supplemental Levy, you go to the same place you go
for presidential elections. The list below may help: Polls open 8:00
a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Precinct
Blackfoot 1
(Also 2, 3, 23)
Blackfoot 2
(Also 1, 2, 23)
Blackfoot 3
(Also 1, 2, 23)
Blackfoot 4
Blackfoot 5
Blackfoot 6
Groveland 9
(Also 22)
Riverside 17
(Also 24)
Wapello 19
Fort Hall 20
Groveland 22
(Also 9)
Blackfoot 23
(Also 1, 2, 3)

Polling Address
Mountain View Middle School
645 Mitchell Ln., Blackfoot, ID 83221
Mountain View Middle School
645 Mitchell Ln., Blackfoot, ID 83221
Mountain View Middle School
645 Mitchell Ln., Blackfoot, ID 83221
Donald D. Stalker Elementary School
991 W. Center St., Blackfoot ID 83221
Ridge Crest Elementary School
800 Airport Rd., Blackfoot, ID 83221
Blackfoot Performing Arts Center
870 S. Fisher Ave., Blackfoot, ID 83221
Groveland Elementary School
375 W 170 N, Blackfoot, ID 83221
Riverside Elementary School
16 S 700 W, Blackfoot, ID 83221
Wapello Elementary School
195 E 350 N, Blackfoot, ID 83221
Fort Hall Elementary School
B Street, Fort Hall, ID 83203
Groveland Elementary School
375 W 170 N, Blackfoot, ID 83221
Mountain View Middle School
645 Mitchell Ln., Blackfoot, ID 83221

To the Patrons of Blackfoot School District No. 55:
Blackfoot School District Academic Improvement Part 1
Over the next few weeks, the Blackfoot School District will be submitting a series of education
articles to help the community understand the academic programs and visions of the
district. Articles will cover the district mission, vision, academic programs such as - Data Driven
Decision-Making (DDDM); Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP); Response to
Intervention (RTI); Total Instructional Alignment (TIA); and Parent Involvement (PI). These
articles will review the business research basis for the district's motto and the PLC: Wheel of
Support exemplified by John Kotter, Professor Emeritus of Harvard Business School and The
Nine Characteristics of Effective Schools research.
Articles one and two "Blackfoot School District's Academic Improvement" will discuss the

SD #55, attended the ISBA
(Idaho School Boards
Association) Day on the Hill
February 16th and 17th. The
purpose of the trip was to
meet with the Idaho state
legislature to discuss
educational issues. Mr.
Tolman and Mr. Struhs visited
with both the Senate and
House Education
Committees. At a luncheon
for all legislators, Mr. Tolman
and Mr. Struhs hoped to visit
first hand with our local
legislators. Unfortunately,
none were able to attend. Mr.
J.D. Tolman is a member of
the Executive Committee of
the ISBA and therefore
represents our district at the
state level. We, as patrons,
should be pleased that our
district board of trustees and
district personnel are
committed to education and
are representing us so
effectively.

New Sidewalk for
MVMS
At the February board
meeting, Dr. Crane reported
that thanks to the City of
Blackfoot, a much needed
sidewalk will be installed from
MVMS south, around the
curve to, hopefully, Alice
Street. Since the school was
built, middle school students
have had to walk along the
road to go to school each
morning. With the snow
plowed to the sides of the
road, students have had to
walk in the roadway, creating
a very unsafe situation. It's
been a long time coming, but
by the end of the summer
students should have a much
safer walk to school.
Thank you Mayor Virtue!

Quick Links
Blackfoot School
District #55 Website

U.S Dept of Ed
Idaho State Dept of
Education

research basis for the district's motto and vision.
Articles three and four will discuss the research basis for the district's PLC: Wheel of Support as
compared to effective school's research.
Additional articles will further discuss the elements of the PLC: Wheel of Support.
As you visit Blackfoot schools, receive district correspondence, or just stop by the District
Administration Office for a visit, you will notice 17th Century wind-powered sailing ships with the
following motto "Catch the Trade Winds - Simplicity, Consistency, Quality, and Victory." You
probably wonder - What does it mean?
John Kotter (1996), Professor Emeritus of Harvard Business School, emphasized that, "To
create change in an organization, the leader must effectively communicate the vision through
simplistic metaphors, analogies, or examples." The sailing ship is an analogy of the district's
renewal process. The idea of a ship as the district's academic improvement symbol comes from
a Mark Twain quote which states, "Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the
things you didn't do, than by the ones you did do. So, throw off the bowlines. Sail away from the
safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover."
The 17th Century wind-powered ship and trade winds (Simplicity, Consistency, Quality, and
Victory) motto are a visual reminder and a visual, mental trigger that reminds patrons,
administrators, and students that our academic vision is to:
⎯ Simplify our curriculum through alignment to state and federal academic standards;
[Simplicity]
⎯ Consistently teach vertically and horizontally aligned standards throughout the district;
[Consistency]
⎯ Instruct, through simplistic, aligned, and consistent educational programs which will
allow students to be qualified to meet the demands of the 21st Century; and [Quality]
⎯ Finally, celebrate student academic successes that we have worked for diligently
through our academic instruction. [Victory]
If we are successful in completing the tasks outlined by the district motto, then we, as a district
community, will accomplish the overall vision that we create a learning culture in Blackfoot that,
as DuFour (2005) states, "Is committed to working collaboratively in [an] ongoing process of
collective inquiries and active research to 'insure that all students can learn and be successful if
student learning goals are:
⎯
⎯
⎯
⎯

Specific and measurable with meaningful timelines.
Success breeds success.
Schools control the condition of success.
The fundamental purpose of schools is LEARNING not teaching."

Change is a process not an event. It is not a task that is begun at the beginning of the school
year in August as the students come back to school and end when they start summer
vacation. Change is an ongoing activity of innovation, collaboration, and adjustment. And, so it
is with the school district renewal process. We began with the sailing ship and trade winds and
have progressed through two additional metamorphoses.
The second adjustment was organization of our academic curriculum programs into the
"Professional Learning Communities' Wheel of Support." As we worked to fulfill our vision that
all students can be academically successful, we instituted the following academic curriculum
programs.
⎯ Professional Learning Communities (PLC)
• A Professional Learning Community is a group of "Educators committed
to working collaboratively in an ongoing process of collective inquiry and
action research in order to achieve better results [academic] for the
students they serve." (DuFour)
⎯ Data Driven Decision Making (DDDM)
• DDDM is a process of analyzing student assessment data to formulate
relevant instructional intervention to improve student learning." ...The
choices they [administrators and teachers] make should be guided by
empirical evidence rather than emotion, personal bias, or
political...[motivation]." (Kowalski, 2008)
⎯ Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP)
• The SIOP Model provides a framework for well-prepared and welldelivered lesson designs for all students in any subject area. The SIOP
framework, or lesson design, provides critical instructional features that
allow the instructor to respond appropriately to the unique academic and
language development needs of all students.
⎯ Response to Intervention (RTI)
• Intervention is a multi-tiered approach to providing systematic and databased instruction, services, and interventions. RTI is used for identifying

and resolving students' academic, social-emotional, and behavioral
difficulties.
⎯ Total Instructional Alignment (TIA)
• Total Instructional Alignment is a process to insure that What we teach;
How we teach; and What we assess is consistent. The TIA process allows
alignment of standards, curriculum, assessments, and instructional
classroom practices. (Carter, 2007)
⎯ Parent Involvement (PI)
• Parental involvement means the participation of parents in regular, twoway, meaningful communication involving student academic learning and
other school activities, including ensuring  That parents play an integral role in assisting their child's
learning;
 That parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their
child's education at school; and
 That parents are full partners in their child's education and are
included, as appropriate, in decision-making and on advisory
committees to assist in the education of their child.
Further discussion of the district's process toward the creation and implementation of the
district's PLC: Wheel of Support will continue in the next article entitled, "Blackfoot School
District Academic Improvement - Part 2."

IELA Testing Begins
The first couple of weeks of March mark the
beginning of IELA (Idaho English Language
Assessment) testing for Blackfoot School District
#55, K-12 students who have indicated that a
language other than English is also spoken in the
home. Commonly that second language is
Spanish, but it may include Asian or Native
languages. Once a student has been identified, the
state generates a bar-code sticker that is placed on each student's test. The test covers a wide
range including; writing, reading, listening comprehension, and oral fluency. Students cover this
broad range to insure readiness for success in the classroom. Those identified with a weakness
in any of the tested areas will be referred for LEP (Limited English Proficiency) followup. Blackfoot High School is a SIOP (Sheltered Instruction Operations Protocol) school and is
therefore equipped to assist identified students. SIOP coaches focus on helping LEP students
reach a proficiency level where learning in a regular classroom will be easier for the student. At
BHS, there are over 100 students who will be tested. Mrs. Merri Ann Drake is the coordinator of
the testing. She has enlisted the help of the school's para-educators to help proctor the tests,
and student aides from the office will go to the various classrooms to bring the identified
students to the library. "It's a big job, but it is important to level the playing field for our LEP
students," said Mrs. Drake.

Blackfoot Students Know Their History
On Friday, February 25th, Blackfoot sent 46 students to the Regional History Day Contest in
Idaho Falls. The students who ranked 1st and 2nd are invited to attend the State History Day
contest in Caldwell in April. We have a total of 19 students who qualified from our district to
attend the state contest!
Congratulations to the following Regional NHD winners from Blackfoot:
Senior Division 9th - 12th grade:
Papers
Kyra Babcock - 1st Place Senior Historical Essay Blackfoot High School
Junior Division 6th - 8th grade:
Documentaries
Noelle Johansen - 4th Place BSGS
Samantha Johnson - 1st Place MVMS
Gregory Drake - 4th Place MVMS
Dylan Dougal - 2nd Place MVMS
Kenny Williams - 3rd Place MVMS
Exhibits
Emma Nelson - 1st Place BSGS

Daden Jorgensen - 2nd Place BSGS
Sam Wilson - 1st Place MVMS
Alex Vail - 2nd Place MVMS
Rachel Cannon - 1st Place MVMS
Marissa Johnson - 2nd Place MVMS
Cameron Hansen - 3rd Place BSGS
Abby Maroney - 2nd Place MVMS
Amber Vail - 4th Place MVMS
Nathan Moser - 1st Place MVMS
Wyatt Pearson - 2nd Place MVMS
Spencer Griffin - 3rd Place MVMS
Websites
Bryce Chase - 2nd Place MVMS
Nikki Scheer - 3rd Place BSGS
Trevyn Case - 1st Place MVMS
Carlee Miller - 2nd Place MVMS
Papers
Brayden Pieper - 4th Place MVMS
Brynne Hardwicke - 3rd Place MVMS
Bradlynn Christensen - 2nd Place MVMS
Junior Individual Performances - we took all the awards in the Junior Individual
Performance Category!
Cameryn Dougal - 1st Place BSGS
Whitney Deru - 2nd Place MVMS
Savana Christensen - 3rd Place BSGS
Jake Pendlebury - 4th Place MMVS
Give them a congratulations if you know them. All of the students worked hard on their projects.

Students Learn about Kindergarten;
A Great Place to Start

Mrs. Christa Stufflebeam, Irving Kindergarten PTA President, reported the
recent fund raiser's success to the school board at the February 24th
meeting. The theme for the evening was, Polar Express, while Mr. Thayne
dressed as the railroad conductor. Kesler's Market donated 1,000 hot dogs,
and Basic American donated the Chili. The chili dinner cost each person
$2. The fundraiser netted about $700. Mr. Thayne said, "We couldn't make
this program work without the dedicated service of the PTA and local
businesses. Thanks to everyone who made this event a success."

Benefits of Kindergarten
An Open Letter from Principal J Thayne
Kindergarten provides foundations in:
1. Vocabulary Development

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Phonemic Awareness
Comprehension
Spatial Reasoning
Number Sense
Social Skills
Problem Solving
Concrete to Abstract Application

Culture, socioeconomics, language exposure, parent involvement and many
other factors contribute to a very diverse ability level among kindergarteners.
Despite efforts by parents and government agencies to create interventions
to build foundational skills, the diversity of students entering kindergarten
continues to increase. Kindergarten students receive instruction and
individualized interventions in order to establish or enhance core skills
necessary to the educational experience. The Kindergarten curriculum is built
with the goal of establishing foundations for academic instruction.
Research on early childhood development continues to support the
hypothesis that quality instruction is currently the most effective method for
closing the achievement gaps between children in lower and higher socioeconomic levels. Current research further shows that by the time students
enter kindergarten there are diverse cognitive differences by race, ethnicity,
and socio-economic status (Education Commission of the States, 2005).
Kindergarten plays a large role in providing core foundational concepts prior
to beginning the first grade. In order for a kindergarten program to be
successful, alignment to the first grade program is essential. Blackfoot
Kindergarten programs are aligned targeting core skills necessary for
success in the first grade.

Hooray
To the Students of
Blackfoot School District No. 55!
The employees of District No. 55 want you to know what
exceptional students attend our schools.
They are good citizens.
They are good students.
They are nice people.
Misbehavior is the exception, not the rule.
100% were not involved in vandalism today.*
99.88% of our students were not suspended or expelled.
99.58% were not cited for breaking rules in school or on the school
grounds.
100% did not bring a gun or weapon to school.
100% were not cited for misbehaving while riding a school bus.
99.84% were not cited for being disrespectful to a staff member or
another student.
99.95% were not cited for having drugs or alcohol.
100% were not cited for lying or cheating in school.
94.96% of enrolled students attended scheduled classes.
95.81% were not tardy for class.

We believe these statistics show what kind of students we have in our
school district: their brightness and compassion, their strength and
their potential. Today-they are our students. Tomorrow-they will be our
leaders. They are your children. Thank you for sending them to us.
Please join us as we celebrate them.
Sincerely,
The Employees of Blackfoot School District No. 55
*Statistics compiled on a typical day, February 17, 2011, via a district-wide Student
Behavior Census.

March/April Upcoming Events and Dates
No School/Early Release Dates
March 2 - Teacher's Inservice, No School for Students K-8 Only
March 28 - April 1 - Spring Break, No School for All Grades
Blackfoot High School
March 4 - Donkey Basketball in the Old Gym 5:00 - 10:00 p.m. - Cost $9.00 Adults / $7.00 Students / $5.00 Children
March 12 - Intermountain Jazz Festival in the New Gym 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
March 16 - Softball home with IFHS 3:30 p.m. (DH)
March 16 - Tennis @ IFHS 3:30 p.m.
March 16 - Bronco Beginnings 5:00-10:00 p.m. for all incoming 8th Graders and Family in the New Gym
March 17 - Tennis @ Century 3:30 p.m.
March 19 - Baseball @ Century 3:30 p.m. (DH)
March 22 - Softball home with Snake River 3:30 p.m. (DH)
March 22 - Baseball @ Snake River 4:45 p.m.
March 23 - Baseball home with Snake River 4:00 p.m.
March 23 - Tennis home with Sugar Salem 3:30 p.m.
March 24 - Baseball @ Bonneville 4:00 p.m.
March 24 - Golf home with Shelley
March 25 - Baseball home with Bonneville 4:00 p.m.
March 25 - Softball home with Preston 3:30 p.m. (DH)
March 25 - Tennis home with Madison 3:30 p.m.
Mountain View Middle School
March 3 - Choir Solo and Ensemble Festival 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon
March 7 - March 25 - IELA Testing
March 7 - Track Practice Starts
March 9 - Natural Helpers Meeting (during 6th hour)
March 11- MVTM
March 14 - BHS/MVMS/BSGS Choir Concert @ BPAC 7:00 p.m.
March 16 - Character Counts Meeting (during 8th hour)
March 17 - St. Patrick's Day
March 18 - End of Quarter 3
March 18 - Shade Out Drugs - Wear Sunglasses. Drug Free Lunch Activity
March 14 - March 18 - Career Exploration for 7th Grade (Geography Classes)
March 21 - March 25 - Career Exploration for 8th Grade (History Classes)
March 22 - Quarter 3 Grades are Due
March 23 - MVMS Band Concert 7:00 p.m. @ BPAC
March 23 - Track home with Rigby 4:30 p.m.
March 25 - MVTV
Blackfoot Sixth Grade School
March 15 - Spelling Bee
March 18 - Choir Concert 2:00 p.m.
March 23 - School Play 7:00 p.m. - Cost $3.00
Irving Kindergarten Center
March 21 - Pre-Registration 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
March 23 - Parent Teacher Conferences 3:00-8:00 p.m.
March 24 - Parent Teacher Conferences 3:00-8:00 p.m.
March 25 - No Students 8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Donald D. Stalker Elementary
March 4 - PTA Math-a-thon Fund Raiser (Test on the 11th)
March 10 - PTA Meeting 6:00 p.m.
March 13 - Change to Daylight Saving Time (Spring Forward)
March 17 - St. Patrick's Day, Wear Green
March 23 - Parent Teacher Conferences 3:30 -7:30 p.m.
March 24 - Parent Teacher Conferences 3:30 -6:30 p.m.
March 25 - Science Fair Assembly, Dr. Shropshire from ISU will present to
Grades 1-2 @ 12:00 noon and Grades 3-5 @ 1:15 p.m.
March 23 - Class Pictures Starting at 8:00 a.m.
Fort Hall Elementary
March 4 - 3rd Quarter Progress Reports to be Sent Home
March 8 - Parent Council Meeting 5:30 p.m.
March 10 - Class Picture by Bell Photographers
March 10 - Ken Thomasma Assembly 10:30 a.m.
March 17 - RIF Book Distribution and Family Night
March 18 - Character Counts Assembly
March 18 - 3rd Quarter Ends
March 23 - Parent Teacher Conferences and Scholastic Book Fair 3:00 -6:45 p.m.
March 24 - Parent Teacher Conferences and Scholastic Book Fair 3:00 -6:30 p.m.
March 24 - School Board Meeting 6:00 p.m.
Groveland Elementary
March 4 - Danishes with Dad 7:00 a.m.
March 14 - Cultural Family Reading Night 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
March 18 - Spring Pictures Begin at 8:00 a.m.
March 23 - Parent Teacher Conferences 3:30-7:00 p.m.
March 24 - Parent Teacher Conferences 3:30-6:00 p.m.
I.T. Stoddard Elementary
March 1 - Yearbooks Go on Sale; Order Starting Today - Cost is $10.00 with Books Delivered in May
March 3 - Hall of Fame
March 4 - Hall of Fame
March 10 - PTO Science Night Presented by BYU Idaho Physics Class 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. in the Gym
March 18 - Sing Along
March 21 - March 25 - Book Fair
March 22 - Granparent Night and Carnival 5:00-7:00 p.m.
March 23 - Parent Teacher Conferences 5:00-8:00 p.m.
March 24 - Parent Teacher Conferences 3:35-7:30 p.m.
March 24 - Spring Portraits
Ridgecrest Elementary
March 4 - Student of the Month Assembly 8:00 a.m.
March 11 - Mix It Up Day - Students Go To Different Teacher's Class During Lunch
March 13 - Change to Daylight Saving Time (Spring Forward)
March 21 - March 25 - Book Fair
March 23 - Parent Teacher Conferences 3:45-7:30 p.m.
March 24 - Parent Teacher Conferences 3:45-7:15 p.m.
Wapello Elementary
March 7 - Idaho Theater for Youth 9:00 a.m.
March 9 - Science Fair - Parents May Come at 1:00 p.m. to See the Projects
March 10 - Science Fair - Parents May Come at 1:00 p.m. to See the Projects
March 11 - BYU Idaho Play
March 21 - March 25 - Book Fair
March 24 - Hall of Fame Assembly 8:30 a.m.
Blackfoot Performing Arts Center
March 4 - BHS Drama Department Production "Murder at the Prom" 7:00 p.m. - Cost $5.00 and $3.00
March 5 - BHS Drama Department Production "Murder at the Prom" 7:00 p.m. - Cost $5.00 and $3.00
March 7 - BHS Drama Department Production "Murder at the Prom" 7:00 p.m. - Cost $5.00 and $3.00
March 9 - BHS Band Concert 7:00 p.m. - No Cost
March 10 - Distinguished Dude (Formerly Jr. Mister) 7:00 p.m. - Cost $3.00
March 11 - Intermountain Jazz Festival 7:30 p.m. - Cost $18.00 and $15.00
March 12 - Intermountain Jazz Festival 7:30 p.m. - Cost $18.00 and $15.00
March 18 - BHS Jazz Band Dance on the BPAC Stage
March 19 - Blackfoot's Distinguished Young Women (Formerly Jr. Miss) 7:00 p.m. - Cost $7.00
March 22 - Backstage Event: Don Aslett presents "Getting off the Excess Express" 7:30 p.m. - Cost $10.00
March 25 - Bingham County Music Teachers' Recital
April
1 - Broadway Touring Show: "The Music Man" 7:30 p.m. - Cost $25.00 and $20.00

Catch the Trade Winds: Consistency, Simplicity, Quality, Victory
Blackfoot School District appreciates the opportunity to work with your children every day.
It is our pleasure to be a part of their future, and for that we thank you.

Contact Info
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Tom Harrington
harrt@d55.k12.id.us
Technical Support
Trish Moore
moort@d55.k12.id.us
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In the first article, "Blackfoot School District Academic Improvement - Part 1,"
I discussed the importance of, and communicated, the district's vision
through simplistic metaphors, analogies, or examples and reviewed the
significance of the district's motto, "Catch the Trade Winds - Simplicity,
Consistency, Quality, and Victory." I also began a discussion of
development of the district's Professional Learning Communities'
(PLC). This article will continue the discussion of the metaphors of the PLC:
Wheel of Support and the district's continuing progress this year.

2nd Annual Bronco Beginnings
Foreign Exchange Students at
BHS
Skills USA Competitions

Supplemental Levy
Passes with 81.82%
Dr. Scott Crane thanked those
present at the School Board
meeting and the community at
large for the overwhelming
success of the 2011,
supplemental $1.975m
levy. Two years ago the same
levy passed with 72%. "The
strength of the supportive vote
for the supplemental levy tells
me that patrons are happy with
the things we are doing in this
district." Dr. Crane added,
"However, I do not take this
positive vote for granted and
am always available for input
from our patrons. My door is
always open."
A special thanks goes to Sara
Staub, Jessica Lewis, Marlene
Jensen, and the whole
Courthouse team who helped
with the election!

Scholarship Winner
Congratulations to Brandi Bird
for winning the
EnergySolutions Foundation

As we studied, created, and implemented these academic programs - Data
Driven Decision Making (DDDM); Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol
(SIOP); Response To Intervention (RTI); Total Instructional Alignment (TIA);
and Parent Involvement (PI) - it became apparent that they were interpreted
as individual, unconnected programs without a collaborative essence. To
insure that we, as an education community and district community, realized
and implemented the interconnectivity of these programs we created the
"Professional Learning Communities' Wheel of Support (PLC: Wheel of
Support)." Once again we relied on the research of John Kotter and
created an associative bond between our sailing ship and trade winds. All
sailing ships of the 17th Century were dependent on a "ship's wheel" to
control the ship's rudder and to guide the ship through the storms and calm
waters of the open sea. Through this analogy, that just as the sailing ship
needs a ship's wheel to guide it through the storm, the district ship also
needs a ship's wheel - PLC: Wheel of Support.
The district PLC: Wheel of Support is made up of five spokes that support
the hub of the wheel. The spokes represent Data Driven Decision Making
(DDDM); Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP); Response To
Intervention (RTI); Total Instructional Alignment (TIA); and Parent
Involvement (PI). The hub of the wheel represents Professional Learning
Communities (PLC). In essence, the academic student information gained
through the spokes (DDDM, SIOP, RTI, TIA, and PI) is the data that drives
and supports the Professional Learning Communities' ability to make positive
academic student instruction curriculum decisions. As stated previously,
change is a process not an event. We are currently in the third stage of our
change process. Once again, we are relying on the proven research of John
Kotter (1996) who stressed that change, renewal, or restructuring will on be
sustained through:
• Consolidation of Gains "...maintaining clarity of shared purpose [of]

$2,000 scholarship. The meritbased scholarship program is
for sophomores planning to
pursue degrees in math,
science, or engineering. A big
thanks also goes out to the
counseling department, and the
math and science teachers
who wrote letters of
recommendation and sent
transcripts.
Way to go Brandi!

Trustee Elections
Announced
School Board Trustee Elections
will be held on May 17,
2011. This year Zones 2 and 3
are up for election. From Zone
2, Board Chairman J.D. Tolman
is being challenged by Jenny
Hong.
In Zone 3, recently appointed
Former Mayor Scott Reese will
run against challenger Marilyn
Cottam.

It's All About Title IX

The federal government
requires that in high school
athletics, there must be as
many sports for girls as there
are for boys. That apparently
has also transferred over from
the Presence, Poise, and
Talent required by the girls in
the Distinguished Young
Women contest. The
Distinguished Dude contest
was held March 10, 2011.
Congratulations to Colton
Fairchild (center), the Most
Distinguished Dude, and his
court, Matt Croft (right) was 1st
Runner-up, and Casey Franson
(left) as 2nd Runner-up. Those
who attended had a fun and
entertaining evening!

the overall effort..."
• Anchoring the new approaches in the culture "Culture refers to the
norms of behavior and shared values of an organization."
o Norms of Behavior "...are common or pervasive
ways of acting that are found in a group and that
persist because group members tend to behave in
ways that teach these practices to new members."
o Shared Values "...are important concerns and
goals shared by most of the people in the group
that tend to shape group behavior and that often
persist over time even when group membership
changes."
One of the main tasks necessary in consolidating gains and creating a new
culture of common norms of behavior and shared values is to evaluate your
progress. You need to determine what progress you have made, and what
are the next steps that need to be taken. And thus, the continuation of the
sailing ship analogy.
17th Century sailing ships could only navigate from Point A to Point B by
determining their position in relation to the earths' latitude and
longitude. Latitude gives the location of a sailing ship either north or south of
the Equator. Latitude was determined by using a quadrant, or astrolabe, to
determine the angle of the sun, moon, or stars in relation to the
horizon. Longitude gives the location of a sailing ship either east or west of
the Royal Observatory in Greenwich, England. Longitude is determined
using a chronometer which is simply a very precise marine clock set at
Greenwich Time.
Mariners determine their global position by constant monitoring of the ship's
latitude and longitude and therefore were able to sail anywhere in the
world. As with 17th Century mariners, we as administrators need to check
our PLC: Wheel of Support's longitude and latitude to determine our
progress in meeting the academic needs of our students. Therefore, our
symbol for this task is the chronometer. The district's chronometer is
visualized by a small pocket watch, but in reality is a process of creative
rubrics. [A rubric is a scoring tool for subjective assessments. It is a set of
criteria and standards linked to learning objectives that is used to assess
progress. Rubrics allow for standardized evaluation according to specified
criteria, making program progress evaluation simpler and more transparent.]
Rubrics determine how we, as an education community, are using the PLC:
Wheel of Support to create academic success for our students. Over the
next two years, the district will be evaluating our progress in all six
components of the PLC: Wheel of Support.
So, when you visit a school or the District Administration Office and you
notice a sailing ship, our motto "Catch the Trade Winds: Simplicity,
Consistency, Quality, and Victory," a ship's wheel labeled PLC: Wheel of
Support, or notice a small pocket watch in the principal's office, you can be
assured that we are on track sailing in the right direction to make sure that •

Picture Caption: Winners of
the Distiguished Dude Contest.

Bingham's Got Talent

All students can learn and be successful if student learning goals
are:
o Specific, and
o Measurable within meaningful timelines.
• Success breeds success.
• Schools control the condition of success.
The fundamental purpose of schools is LEARNING not teaching.

Bill Watrous, an icon with The
Merv Griffin Show in the 60s,
has been an active jazz
trombonist for decades. With
his own band, Manhattan
Wildlife Refuge, Watrous
recorded two highly acclaimed
albums with Columbia
Records. The backup band for
Watrous was a group of local
musicians including Mr. Allen
Tripp, former BHS band
director, and Mr. John Randall
who instructs the band at
MVMS. The band leader for
the March 12th BPAC concert
was Mr. Doug Waring. He's 82
years young and still loves
Jazz.

Blackfoot School Board Meeting on March 24, 2011
During Open Forum:
Charles Hunt, a professor at the University of Oregon, spoke about the
benefits of foreign language immersion. He would like to see the Shoshoni
Language taught at Fort Hall Elementary. Editor's Note: The Shoshoni
language is very different from the Bannock Language. It appears unequal
to consider offering one without the other.

Andrea Gilsdorf asked the Board why foreign exchange students are not
allowed to graduate from Blackfoot High School. Additionally she asked why
foreign exchange students must register as a junior at BHS, and why there is
a fee to enroll. She also inquired about a committee to discuss these issues
and how does one volunteer to serve on that committee. Editor's Note:
Students receiving a diploma from BHS must have passed the ISAT exams
(or have successfully completed an Alternate Graduation Plan), and have
Picture Caption: Band Leader, earned 50 credits (30 of which are core subjects) all of which have met rigid
Mr. Doug Waring, at
state standards. It is impossible to evaluate courses taught in a foreign
the Intermountain Jazz
country, and would therefore be unfair to our students to present a BHS
Festival
diploma to foreign exchange students who have not been held to the same
Student Body Officers standard. See the article "Foreign Exchange Students at BHS" below.
2011-2012
Matt Wilson, visiting from the University of Oregon also encouraged the
Board to consider offering the Shoshoni Language at Fort Hall Elementary
School. He said, "When people lose their language, they lose their identity."

Dr. Crane Reports on Language Study
The ballots have been
counted. The students have
spoken. Student Body officers
for BHS are (l-r, front row)
Ashley Kunz, Historian; Kiah
Brown, Vice-President; Lindsay
Loveland, President; Aimee
Posegate, Secretary; (l-r, back
row) Ryan Hudson, Treasurer;
KC Franson, Chief Justice;
Colton Fairchild, Activity
Leader.
The new Student Body
President Lindsay Loveland
said, "I'm really excited about
next year. This is a great
opportunity to give students a
voice in the running of the
school. One of the things I
hope to stress is the Student
Pledge, to encourage students
to do their best and to have a
positive attitude. I think, along
with the other student body
officers, we can accomplish
amazing things next year, like
bringing back school pride, and
encouraging students to be
proud to be a BRONCO."

Picture Caption: 2011-2012
Student Body Officers

Over the last several school board meetings, Dr. Crane has reported that he
and his staff are researching the feasibility and benefit of offering the
Shoshoni Language at Fort Hall Elementary School. During his PowerPoint
presentation he made the following observations:
The Native American Language Preservation Act of 1974 encourages
language preservation. Funding grants have since been added in 1990 and
also with the Ester Martinez addition in 2006.
Dr. Crane reported that these funding grants are only available to the tribe,
and that the school district may not apply. If those funds are given to the
tribe and then transferred to the school district, the Board would consider
implementing Shoshoni language
classes at BHS.
Mr. Mark Gabrylcyk made an
exhaustive PowerPoint presentation of
language emersion.
The presentation included the
following:
A full immersion program tracks two
languages at the same time.
A submersion program adopts the, "sink or swim philosophy."
Benefits: Includes a time commitment from the tribal leaders (as well as the
community).
The pupil/teacher ratio works best when it is 5 or 6 : 1.

Quick Links
Blackfoot School
District #55 Website
U.S Dept of Ed
Idaho State Dept of
Education

Typically that instruction is given in grades K-6.
Foreign language (or a Native Language) study provides for a wider global
perspective.
The model used the Hawaiian Language program in the State of Hawaii
School District.
Parent and community commitment:
1) Parents of enrolled students must enroll for a Hawaiian language
class at a local college or university.
2) Language teachers must demonstrate proficiency in the
language and knowledge of the Hawaiian culture
3) There must be total buy-in from the family, school, and the
community.
At the Coeur d' Alene Tribal School in Coeur d' Alene, Idaho, their language
is taught grades k-8.

Mrs. Brenda Honena, Principal at Fort
Hall Elementary School, reported the
upcoming events at her school, as well as
to discuss district-wide programs:
Native American Week will be May 9-14.
On May 14th there will be a Feast and a
Pow-Wow.
Mrs. Honena reminded us that Mr. Merle Smith currently teaches Native
American Studies and also teaches Tribal Government at Blackfoot High
School.
Fort Hall Elementary School is involved in a Reading Initiative which includes
the resource of Native Author Kenneth Thomasma.
There is also an emphasis on math with weekly assessments.
Mrs. Honena observed that more and more parents and grandparents are
becoming involved.
Additional reports included the after school program which utilizes a
professor from ISU, and is "progressing very well."
Picture Caption 1: Mark Gabrylcyk giving his PowerPoint presentation of language emersion.
Picture Caption 2: Brenda Honena, Principal at Fort Hall Elementary School, reporting
upcoming events at her school.

Bronco Beginnings

Wednesday, March 16th, from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. marked the second annual
Bronco Beginnings. The program, piloted last year, proved so successful
that it was repeated this year. MVMS eighth grade students and their
parents toured and learned about what it's like to be a 9th grader at
BHS. Clubs and classes had displays about what their particular program
has to offer. Student council officers conducted tours to help students
navigate the halls, as well as to learn useful information (like, "Where is the
cafeteria?") for what will be important in a few short months. Incoming
freshmen were encouraged to sign a pledge to show Respect, Pride,
Responsibility, and to have Positive Attitude.
About the event, Dr. Crane commented, "I am very proud of the students at
BHS. It was a student initiated program and it ran very successfully."

Picture Caption 1: Student Council Officers Answer Questions and Help with Tours
Picture Caption 2: Incoming Freshmen Encouraged to Sign Student Pledge
Picture Caption 3: 8th Grade Students and Their Parents Attend the
Second Annual Bronco Beginnings

Foreign Exchange Students at BHS
Every year we receive many requests to place foreign exchange students at
Blackfoot High School. We believe that such an exchange fosters many
positive experiences for both the school and the community. Over the years
we have decided that a maximum of eight foreign students can be
accommodated into our classes without undue burden on teachers. We
charge each company that places a student in our school $200 for the
school year. The fee provides several benefits. The most important one is
reputable companies expect to pay a placement fee, and those who are not
reputable will look elsewhere. What distinguishes the two? It is important

that the visiting student has a positive experience. A reputable company
makes a thorough investigation of the foster home before placement is
made. It has been necessary in prior years to make a change in placement
because of poor living conditions in the foster home. In spite of every effort,
sometimes a change is needed as personalities may not make for a positive
environment. There are, necessarily, additional fees to offset extra time for
scheduling, reviewing transcripts, and designing class schedules.
One of the greatest advantages is that a visiting student is allowed to take
Driver Education while in school here. Most countries don't allow students to
take Driver Education until age 18 and the course costs many thousands of
dollars.
The process to enroll a foreign student in Driver Education is complicated by
state law, but most students desiring to take the class here, are able to do
so. You may check with the Courthouse for current regulations and
procedures.
Cultural exchanges are enhanced when visiting students share their insights
and experiences from their home countries. In the December issue of
Directions, we reported the visit of Lucy Diaz, a school administrator who
visited us from her home country of Argentina. Mr. McInelly traveled to
Argentina to visit Lucy's school.
Foreign exchange students commonly participate in extra-curricular activities
offered at the school. Many successfully participate in our soccer program,
but several have also participated in football. Michael Cherney was an avid
tennis player and went on to be the Idaho state champion in tennis. This
year Ebru Kaya, a foreign exchange student from Germany, has been a
cheerleader.
We hope that the foreign exchange program for students and administrators
will continue for many years to come.

Skills USA
Professional/Technical Education, also known as Vocational Education, has
a state competition in all the skill areas we teach at BHS, and many we
don't. The state competitions are in Boise and Twin Falls the second
weekend of April (April 7-9).
We hope to announce some state winners for the next newsletter, but we
know the following students are participating:
Agriculture (FFA) KennaDee Lott will be in the state creed speaking contest,
Anna Pratt is running for a State FFA office. This is a three day process that
begins Wednesday, April 6 at 7 p.m. We won't know the outcome of the
sifting until Saturday.
Livestock judging: Anna Pratt, Colton Hill, and Jake Johnson. This team
won 1st Place at the livestock judging contest at BYUI.
Auto - Morgan Gasca, Dakota Cervenak, Samantha Bates and Justin
Chappell
Cabinetmaking - Taylor Sandow, Conrad Jarmin, Dallin Evans, Josh Elison,
Cody Cunningham, and Alisha Capson.
Culinary Arts - Whitney Luker
Welding - Joe Lawhon, Zach Hall, Luke Bartausky. Mr. Chapman described

how difficult the test at state competition will be. Students must read
blueprints and do 30-40 welds using different materials, and must meet
industry standards. Mr. Chapman added, "Skills USA is a great student
organization to learn leadership skill as well as the trade and industry skill."
Good Luck at State!!!

April Upcoming Events and Dates
No School/Early Release Dates
April 22 - Inservice, No School for All Students
Districtwide
April 28 - School Board Meeting at Fort Hall Elementary School 6:00 p.m.
Blackfoot High School
April 4 - Golf @ IFHS
April 5 - Baseball @ Rigby
April 6 - Baseball home with Rigby
April 6 - Softball @ Madison
April 6 - Tennis home with Pocatello
April 7 - Baseball home with Sugar Salem
April 7 - Golf @ Skyline
April 7 - Tennis @ Rigby
April 7 - Track @ Shelley
April 8 - Softball home with Century
April 9 - Baseball @ Pocatello (2)
April 11 - Golf @ Shelley Invitational
April 12 - Baseball home with Hillcrest
April 12 - Golf @ Pocatello
April 12 - Tennis @ Hillcrest
April 13 - Baseball @ Hillcrest
April 13 - Softball home with Shelly
April 13 - Tennis home with Bonneville
April 14 - Softball home with Pocatello
April 15 - Tennis @ Highland
April 15 - Track @ Madison
April 15 - 22 - Aladdin @ BPAC 7:00 p.m. - Cost $7.00
April 16 - Baseball @ Skyline (2)
April 19 - Golf @ Bonneville
April 19 - Softball @ Skyline
April 19 - Parent/Teacher Conferences 4:00 - 7:30 p.m.
April 20 - Baseball home with Idaho Falls (2)
April 20 - Tennis @ Pocatello
April 21 - Golf @ Idaho Falls (Boys)
April 21 - Softball home with Hillcrest
April 21 - Tennis home with Skyline
April 22 - Track - Tiger/Griz @ Ravsten
April 23 - Baseball @ Madison (2)
April 23 - Golf @ Shelley
April 23 - Tennis @ Madison
April 23 - Track - Tiger/Griz @ Ravsten
April 26 - Baseball home with Highland
April 26 - Golf @ Madison
April 26 - Softball @ Bonneville
April 26 - Tennis home with Hillcrest
April 26 - US Army Band Concert @ BPAC
April 27 - Track @ Snake River
April 28 - Baseball @ Shelley
April 29 - Baseball home with Shelley
April 29 - Softball home with Rigby
Mountain View Middle School
April 6 - Natural Helpers for 7th Graders
April 6 - Track home with Rigby 4:30 p.m.
April 8 - Choir - Elementary School Tour
April 13 - Character Counts for 8th Graders
April 13 - Track home with Sandcreek 4:30 p.m.
April 20 - 7th Grade Registration at Blackfoot Sixth Grade School
April 20 - Anti-Bullying Activity for 8th Graders
April 20 - Track @ Rocky Mountain Middle School (Thunder) 4:30 p.m.
April 21 - "Tie One on Against Drugs" Drug Free Lunch Activity - Everyone is Encouraged to Wear a Tie
April 26 - 8th Grade Registration During Geography Classes
April 27 - Track home with Shelley 4:30 p.m.

Blackfoot Sixth Grade School
April 14 - Students go to BPAC to see Aladdin
April 20 - Students Register for 7th Grade in PE Classes
April 21 - 5th Grade Orientation 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
April 21 - Mountain View Middle School Jazz Band Concert 5:30 - 6:00 p.m. at Blackfoot Sixth Grade
April 22 - Mid-term for 4th Quarter
April 25 - ISAT Testing Begins
Irving Kindergarten Center
April 18 - Dino Night for Stuart, Crane, Bingham, and Law 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
April 19 - Dino Night for St. John, Nilsson, Wood, and Earley 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Fort Hall Elementary
April 9 - Mountain View Middle School Choir Tour Assembly 8:40 - 9:10 a.m.in the Gym
April 12 - Parent Council Meeting 5:30 p.m. in the Library
April 21 - Character Counts Assembly 1:45 p.m. in the Gym - No PM Recess
April 21 - ASP Family Night 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
April 25 - ISAT Kick-Off Assembly
April 27 - Indian Education Program Public Hearing and Awards @ BPAC
April 28 - School Board Meeting at Fort Hall Elementary School 6:00 p.m.
I.T. Stoddard Elementary
April 6 - 50 in a Minute (math drill)
April 8 - Hall of Fame
April 8 - Mountain View Middle School Choir Tour Assembly 2:15 - 2:45 p.m.
April 11 - ISAT Testing Begins
April 11 - Dare Graduation for 5th Grade
April 14 - Aladdin @ BPAC 1:00 p.m.
April 15 - Reading Round-up Party for 1st and 2nd Graders 12:30 - 1:40 p.m., 3-5 Graders 1:50 - 3:00 p.m.
April 20 - PTO Literacy Night in the Gym 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
April 20 - 50 in a Minute (math drill)
April 21 - 6th Grade Orientation 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. @ Blackfoot Sixth Grade School
April 29 - Sing Along at 8:30 a.m.
Ridgecrest Elementary
April 8 - Mountain View Middle School Choir Tour Assembly 12:45 p.m.
Wapello Elementary
April 15 - Bagels and Books at 7:30 a.m.
April 20 - Reading Night 5:45 - 7:00 p.m.
April 29 - Freaky Friday Super Hero Day

Catch the Trade Winds: Consistency, Simplicity, Quality, Victory
Blackfoot School District appreciates the opportunity to work with your children every day.
It is our pleasure to be a part of their future, and for that we thank you.

Contact Info
Public/Media Relations
Tom Harrington
harrt@d55.k12.id.us
Technical Support
Trish Moore
moort@d55.k12.id.us
208-782-9548
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Grade A Cabinet
Makers
At the State Vocational
Professional Technical
competition held in Boise last
month, BHS captured the top
three places. Dallin Evans
was 1st and will therefore
represent Idaho at the
national competition in
June. Taylor Sandow placed
2nd, and Cody Cunningham
placed 3rd.

Picture Caption: Cabinet
Makers sweep state: Dallin
Evans (center) was
1st, Taylor Sandow (right)
was 2nd, and Cody
Cunningham (left) was 3rd.

Over the past several years, an enormous increase in the amount of student
related data has occurred within the school system. The data ranges from:
student achievement, student mobility, student demographics, classroom
makeup, etc. The list of possible student related data is practically
endless. For this reason, the Blackfoot School District has taken a proactive
approach to dealing with the ever increasing amount of student data. The
approach utilized by the district is commonly known as "Data-Driven Decision
Making". This process of using data calls for an analysis of student
assessment data to formulate relevant instructional interventions for the
purpose of improving student learning. In order for this to occur, educators
must take ownership of the data and view data as an opportunity to enhance
our ability to meet the needs of our students.
The underlying impact of data-driven decision making is that it changes the
focus of instruction from the process and delivery of curriculum to instruction
dedicated to the achievement of results. In order to have the greatest impact
on student results, and therefore student learning, educators must utilize a
variety of data resources. In the Blackfoot School District, teachers pull data
from many sources; I.S.A.T. testing, A.I.M.E.S. web monitoring, PLATO,
classroom assessments, and classroom observation. Each year, the
Blackfoot School District dedicates in-service time to train teachers in the use
of student data. The main focus of this training is to assist teachers in the
development of goals for the school, the classroom, and individual
students. At the beginning of each school year, teachers are asked to use
data to identify strengths and weakness within their school and classrooms.
In correspondence to the ideals of "Professional Learning Communities",
teachers work together to formulate goals related to the needs of their
classroom as identified by the data. Each of the goals created by the
teachers follows the S.M.A.R.T. goals model. According to this model all
goals must be; Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Realistic, and Timely. With
proper student data and clearly established goals, educators are better
prepared to make changes that are strategic, focused, and targeted.
A critical component of the Data-Driven Decision Making process is that it
must be ongoing. Throughout the year, teachers and administrators are
asked to review critical student data and evaluate the progress of the
established goals and/or instructional changes. The implementation of

Annual Health Fair at A.I.M.E.S. web monitoring and PLATO software has dramatically increased
our capability of monitoring student progress throughout the entire school
BHS
year. Teachers have also spent numerous hours creating bench mark
assessments which assist in monitoring student achievement. Each of these
assessments is aligned with state and local standards as pertaining to the
classroom curriculum. As teachers monitor these data resources, changes
and adjustments are made to better meet the needs of classes, or even
individual students.
April 20 was the annual
Health Fair at BHS. The fair
is a chance for CNA students
to use the skills they've been
learning by checking blood
pressure and helping Mrs.
Riley to coordinate the many
displays and exhibits on
hand. Bingham Memorial
Hospital, and our local police
department brought several
staff members to help make
the fair a success.

Picture Caption 1: Students
received free massages and
learned more about how they
too could become massage
therapists.
Picture Caption 2: Ms. Valerie
Williams is having her spinal
alignment checked.

In summary, Data-Driven Decision Making, in collaboration with the ideals of
Professional Learning Communities, is the backbone to almost all of the
services and interventions performed by the Blackfoot School District. We are
continually working toward making the data more accessible and friendly to all
stake holders in the educational process. Our aim is to make responsible
decisions that will have the greatest impact for all of our students.

Stormy Seas?
Dr. Crane has appropriately
chosen the metaphor of a "Tall
Ship" to be the symbol that guides
our district. While it is true that
there are external forces, e.g. the
wind, (or the legislature), that can
temporarily blow a ship off course,
the captain at the ship's wheel,
with the help of the shipmen who
adjust the sails, can weather even
the roughest seas.
The current economic times we
are all facing might be daunting to some, but let's think about why a ship is
built.
Within the relative safety of a harbor, where supplies and cargo can be
loaded, there is little danger. It is when a ship sails into perhaps uncharted or
rough seas that it has a chance to do what it was designed to do; deliver its
cargo to a preselected location. The cargo we are carrying is the next
generation. Delivering each student to his/her future is the heartfelt desire of
parents, teachers, staff, and administrators.

Graduation
Calendar Dates
Blackfoot High
School Senior
Schedule

The next couple of years will be financially difficult for everyone in our
community. You, as a patron, will see lots of changes in our school district
and how we operate in the coming weeks and months. Rest assured that
together we will weather this storm and our children will remain the focus of
our attention.

May 2, 2011
All correspondence and
previous final exam work
must be completed. If you
have met all BHS graduation
requirements and will be
receiving a BHS diploma at
the commencement
ceremony you will be invited
to participate in the school
sponsored activities including
the Senior Trip to Lagoon, the
Senior Breakfast, and the
Senior

April 28th School Board meeting held at Fort Hall
Elementary School

All-Night Party.

May 9 - 20
During this timeframe, you
will need to sign up for the
Senior Breakfast (free) and
pay for your bus fare to
Lagoon. Total cost for the
Senior Trip to Lagoon is
$52.00 ($25 for the bus and
$27 for the entrance fee into
Lagoon). You may also need
additional money for
spending, extra rides, or
food. Please take the exact
amount of $25 (in cash) to
Mrs. Cox, in the
bookstore. NOTE: The trip
to Lagoon and the Breakfast
are optional. No private
vehicles may be driven to
Lagoon.

May 24
All outstanding bills must be
cleared up in the bookstore
with Mrs. Cox prior to
graduation rehearsal. Book
cards must be completed
and turned in. (You should
have received a notice of how
much you owe). Library fines
and lunchroom bills are also
due by this time. Caps and
gowns, and diplomas will not
be issued until this
responsibility is taken care of.

May 23 -24
Final Senior Testing and
Check in books
Periods 4 - 5 on May 23,
2011
Trimester Exams
Periods 1 - 3 on May 24,
2011 Trimester Exams
Congratulations to all those
who finish.
Remember you only have
70 minutes for your
finals. Seniors can make up
any necessary tests in the
afternoon. Seniors will clean
out lockers, and check in
locks.

May 25
Senior Class of 2011
Final Trip to Lagoon.
Departure time is 7:00 a.m.

May 26
Graduation Rehearsal! You
MUST attend!!! Location is in
BPAC.
The time to begin is at
11:00 a.m. sharp. You may
NOT be excused from this
event. If you have a problem
with this timing please see

The Blackfoot
School District
Board of Trustees
holds one of their
regular meetings
at Fort Hall
Elementary
School
annually. Ms.
Brenda Honena,
principal of Fort
Hall Elementary
School, reported
that she has
attended workshops and conferences sponsored by the National Indian
Education Association. Ms. Honena stated, "I am proud to report the
programs that were presented to help Native American students academically
are programs that the Blackfoot School District has been doing for
years." Ms. Honena stated these programs include RTI (Response to
Intervention), PLC (Professional Learning Communities), and ASP (After
School Programs). Ms. Honena informed the board and those in attendance
that Fort Hall Elementary School is taking a "three-pronged approach" to help
students, these include academic attainment, parent involvement, and cultural
integration.
During the meeting, members of the audience were given the opportunity to
speak about the educational programs of the district. Four individuals from
the Fort Hall Community addressed the board. Ms. Sherice Gould discussed
language preservation and federal laws which authorize teaching American
languages, and promotes the use of Indian languages. Mr. Sherwin
Racehorse felt that the parent survey did not ask the right questions. Mr.
Racehorse stated, "We want the Shoshoni language taught in every school in
the district, and we want part of Impact Aid funds diverted to that
program." Ms. Mary Roybal, an associate professor for language and culture
at ISU, questioned how individuals get certification to teach the Shoshoni
language. Dr. Crane explained that the tribes are the ones who determine
who can teach the Shoshoni language. Mrs. Maxine Edmo also addressed
teaching the Shoshoni and Bannock Languages. Mrs. Edmo stated that she
thinks that students need a teacher who cares - not a laptop computer.
Other items discussed at the board meeting were Board Policy 1050 - Impact
Aid Statement of Compliance; summer maintenance projects; approval of bids
for paper, general school supplies, Risograph, and toner/computer ink for the
2011-2012 school year; approved seeking bids for computers in accordance
to the five-year rotation plan; approved personnel personal items; and
approved the 2011-2012 school calendar.
Picture Caption 1: Dr. Crane and School Board Members listen as Mrs. Honena delivers report

Mrs. Kirby prior to rehearsal,
or there won't be a place
reserved for you at
graduation. Rehearsal
should be completed by
noon.
Please arrange this time with
jobs, etc.

Fort Hall Elementary students raise funds for UNICEF and
victims of tsunami
in Japan
Fort Hall-Students in
Fredrick Anderson and
Leslie Yockey's second
grade classrooms raised
$100 in support of the
U.S. Fund for UNICEF, a
global humanitarian relief
organization providing
children worldwide with
health care, clean water,
nutrition, education,

Caps and Gowns will be
distributed following the
rehearsal, if you have all your
fines paid.

May 27
Senior Breakfast and
Graduation Day. Meet at
8:00 a.m. for your FREE
breakfast in the old
gym. Remember that you
must have signed up with
Mrs. Shigihara in order to
attend this event. Please
dress nicely (no levis of any
kind or color. No shorts or
cut-offs, and no hats). There
may be a graduation practice
immediately after the
breakfast if necessary.
Graduation - Begins promptly
at 7:00 p.m. You will meet in
the old gym.
Proper Dress is: Boys; long
slacks, white shirt with a
collar and, a tie (No denim
jeans allowed regardless of
color). No flip-flops or tennis
shoes.
Girls: Dresses or skirt and
blouse, dress pants. No flipflops, or tennis shoes.
Diplomas are held until after
the ceremony. Please pick
them up in the old gym.

May 27
Senior All-night Party will be
from 10:00 p.m. until 5:00
a.m. This event is sponsored
by the Senior Class parents.

Quick Links
Blackfoot School
District #55 Website
U.S Dept of Ed
Idaho State Dept of
Education

emergency relief, and more.
Japan has unfailingly been generous to the United Nations International
Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF). Sadly today is their time of
hardship. The unprecedented 9.0 magnitude earthquake that struck Japan on
March 11 has stirred an urgent relief aid need to children on the small island
nation. Anderson said, "The kids came and asked what a tsunami was. I
explained what happened and the hardships the children in Japan are
facing. One student said it would be nice to help them . . . we then invited the
other second grade class (Mrs. Yockey) to participate and between the two
classes raised $100." Anderson's class hand counted each coin. "The
students learned how to count money better using decimals, cent, and dollar
signs. I think they really learned the power of kindness and helping
people. The students should be proud of themselves. They did an excellent
job!" said Anderson.
He also indicated all of the students at FHE enjoy sharing and he believes that
it's because of their cultural background. Yockey's class had the privilege of
studying different countries across the globe. Joshua Campbell FHE Paraeducator taught Mrs. Yockey's class about all the different countries he has
visited. Students created passports and stamped them after each visit. Part
of the end unit activity was collecting as many coins as they could to
contribute in the aid of providing relief for the children in Japan.
Picture Caption: Fort Hall Elementary School students of Fredrick Anderson (on right) and Leslie
Yockey's (on left) second grade classes. Top row: Talon, Daniel, Tony, KyRae, Thomas,
Nakoda, Chelsirae, Kennedy, and Nekhi. Middle row: Kurt, Kiona, Ta'ya, Martin, Dayton,
Damien, Clarence, Rowdy, and Emilie. Bottom row: KyDen, Lorenzo, Samantha, Mikael,
Talethyn, Jean, Malakai, Kessa, Nevada, and Cameron. (Carmencita Mejia photo)

BHS - Impressive Showing at IES
Ms. Valerie Williams, an Honors Economics teacher at BHS, has high praise
for BHS students at last month's International Economic Summit. "The
Economic Summit is a hands-on, activity based, learning program for high
school and college students that teaches the significance and the basic
concepts of globalization, international economics, and what it takes to make
highly independent nations competitive in today's dynamic economic
environment. It trains the next generation of economic leaders through a final,
culminating event called the International Economic Summit which is a
simulation of today's world economy where students form regional trade
alliances, campaign for global economic proposals, debate real-world issues,
and compete in an extremely fast-paced import-export session. Students gain
a respect for the economic and cultural differences between nations while

attempting to improve the standard of living in the nation they represent."
(http://www.econsummit.org,2011)
"Southeastern Idaho has a regional summit at Idaho State University each fall
and spring. The 2011 Spring Summit had 35 countries (teams) competing
from Westside, Century, Highland, and Blackfoot High Schools. Between two
and four Honors Economics students represent one country and compete for
point totals and awards in ten or more activities throughout the day."
"Once again, Blackfoot High School students swept the International
Economic Summit:
Romania - Hannah Miller, Amanda Trejo, Karen Stone, 1st place in Table
Display
Switzerland - Brad Carter, Kyra Babcock, Lacie Parmenter, Lindsay Turpin,
2nd place Table Display, 1st place in Proposal Debate
Ecuador - Phil Woods, Will Woods, Tyler Greene, Logan Loveland, 3rd place
Table Display, 1st place in Economic Knowledge Test, 1st place LowIncome Country, 2nd place overall."

Blackfoot Bands Perform
April 28, 2011, marked the evening of the
annual "All‐Band Night" when, BHS Band
director Jan Eddington, teams up with MVMS
Band director John Randall to showcase the
talent and abilities of Blackfoot band students,
grades 6 ‐ 12. Family and friends came away
impressed by the musical renditions as
performed by musicians from BSGS with only
one year of training to the very accomplished
seniors at BHS.
Events for May 2011:
May 4 State Solo Finalists Recital, BPAC
May 7 State Solo Competion in Boise
May 11 BHS Solo & Ensemble Festival,
afternoon
May 16 MVMS Band/Choir Combined Concert 7
p.m.
May 18 BHS Band Awards Concert 7 p.m. in BPAC
May 27 BHS Graduation 7 p.m. in BPAC
May 31 BHS Marching Band rehearsals begin
Picture Captions: Students perform at the annual "All Band Night" Concert

Make Your Voice Heard
May 17, 2011, will determine who will represent you, the patrons of Zones 2
and 3, on the school board for the next four years.
Incumbents, Scott Reese and J.D. Tolman, are being challenged by two very
determined citizens, Marilyn Cottam and Jenny Hong.

What they want you to know:
Former Mayor and local business owner, Scott Reese, was appointed to
complete the term of Mrs. Pat Colman who resigned earlier this year for
personal reasons. Mr. Reese has decided he would like to continue the job
he has begun and is excited about running for the position. On his campaign
poster it reads, "An apple that doesn't fall far from the tree!" which obviously
refers to Scott's father, Ronald Reese who was a Blackfoot School District
Administrator for over 40 years, and his mother Karen Reese who taught
elementary school for many years.
Mr. Reese and his wife Cindy were great supporters of the ESGR (Employer
Support for the Guard and Reserve), a program to help employers understand
why it is so important to allow their employees who are national guardsmen, to
take two weeks off every summer for training. Mr. Reese served as the State
Chairman for two terms (a total of 12 years). He holds the "honorary" rank of
Maj. General. For his many years of service he was awarded the Idaho
Distinguished Service medal by then Gov. Dirk Kempthorne as well as the
Secretary of Defense medal for Exceptional Public Service from Asst.
Secretary of Defense, Dennis McCarthy, the second highest award given to a
civilian by the Department of Defense.
His challenger, Marilyn Cottam would like you to know:
My qualifications: I have had five children go through the Blackfoot School
District. I have worked closely with the District for several years on the,
"Triangle Issue."
Editors note: Those patrons who live in an area called, "The Triangle," an
area bounded by Meridian Street, Broadway Street, and the railroad tracks,
were shuffled back and forth between Stalker Elementary and Stoddard
Elementary attending two or three years in one school and then being
switched to the other for two or three years. There was no consistency, and
therefore, no identity with one of the schools. After several years of
contention under superintendents Steve Norton and then Dewane Wren, the
issue was finally resolved. Students in that area all attend Stalker Elementary
School.
"Pat Colman and I got it done," Mrs. Cottam said. For my efforts that year, I
received the "Friend of Education Award."
I know how the school district and the board work. I have been a Cub-Scout
leader for 20 years.
I hope to, "look out for the little guy," by giving as much attention to Vocational
Education as athletics.
"I appreciated Rich Woodfin whose goal was to make sure every student had
at least one adult in the school he/she could trust. I know what it's like to be
bullied. I would make sure that every student from the triangle would be
under my umbrella."
J.D. Tolman is the current Chairman of the School Board and has served for
10 years. When asked why he wants to run again, Mr. Tolman said, "There
are three reasons I want to run: First, I care about the kids and their
education. I feel like I can make a difference. I had four children go through
Blackfoot schools and all of them went on to college and did very well. I
believe that was because of the excellent education they received in our
schools. Second, I was recently asked to serve on the Region 6 Idaho School
Board's Association Executive Board. That is a four year commitment and I'd
like to finish that job. Third, is the new legislation that passed in the latest
session of our state legislature. Those bills have now become law. I believe it

will take extensive experience and background to deal with these new
laws. Some of the decisions will be very difficult to make, but I feel I have the
knowledge base to help implement the new measures. I have been following
the education proposals all year long and am well qualified to understand their
implications for our district.
Jenny Hong said:
I have one son who graduated from BHS, another who will graduate this year,
and two daughters who are currently attending. Last year I served on the
Parent Committee where we considered dual enrollment classes and
weighted grading.
Mrs. Hong recently said, "I was cheering at a soccer game this year and a
parent from the opposing team asked, "Aren't you embarrassed to be from
Blackfoot?" I proudly held my head high and replied, "I can't think of a better
place to be from." However, all great places can be better. To make
Blackfoot better, words that come to mind are accountability, transparency,
and fidelity. Those are traits I expect in everyone from the administration to
our students. I highly encourage input from teachers, parents, and students
about important issues. Everyone should be able to offer input and be
respected for their opinions. At a future soccer game, I hope a parent leans
over to me and says, "I wish my kids could attend Blackfoot schools."

May Upcoming Events and Dates
No School/Early Release Dates
May 27 - BHS Graduation
May 27 - Last Day for Students - 3 Hour Early Release
Blackfoot High School
Please see above article for Senior Schedule
Mountain View Middle School
May 10 - NJHS Activity
May 10 - Track Conference Meet @ Shelley 4:30 p.m.
May 11 - Track Conference Meet @ Shelley 4:30 p.m.
May 11 - All Library Books Due
May 12 - MVTV
May 13 - ISAT Activity
May 16 - Band/Choir Night 7:00 p.m. at BPAC
May 17 - Last Reading Plus Elections - Videos and Voting During 8th Hour
May 18 - Finals - World of Work and Fine Arts
May 19 - NJHS Field Trip to Lagoon
May 20 - Finals - Language Arts
May 23 - Finals - Science, PE, and Health
May 24 - Finals - Math and Social Studies
May 26 - Awards Assembly and Locker Clean-out
May 26 - Talent Show
May 27 - Student/Faculty Basketball Game
May 27 - Yearbook Signing
Blackfoot Sixth Grade School
May 13 - ISAT's End
Fort Hall Elementary
May 9 - 13 - IRI Testing
May 10 - Anthony Von Sager Motivational Presentation Assembly at 1:30 p.m.
May 12 - Last Day for TLC/SIG After-School Program
May 13 - National Yo-Yo Assembly at 1:30 p.m.
May 17 - 5th Grade D.A.R.E. Day
May 18 - Shoshone/Bannock Legends at 1:00 p.m. for K - 1st, 1:40 p.m. for 2nd - 4th
May 19 - Idaho Falls Art Museum K - 5th; See Schedule
May 19 - RIF Family Night at 5:30 p.m.
May 20 - Character Counts Assembly at 1:30 p.m.
May 24 - 5th Grade Evening with the Stars at 5:30 p.m.
May 25 - Clean-up Day at 1:30 p.m.; 4th - 5th Hwy 91; K - 3rd FHE Area
May 26 - K "Stepping Up" Ceremony at 1:30 p.m.

Groveland Elementary
May 12 - Share Fair
May 13 - Grandparent's Day 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
May 17 - D.A.R.E. Day at the Fairgrounds
May 20 - ISAT Reward Party
May 20 - 3rd Grade Night Party
May 24 - 4th Grade Program for Students at 9:00 a.m.; Parents at 1:00 p.m.
May 26 - Field Day for All Students
I.T. Stoddard Elementary
May 10 - IRI for all 1st Graders
May 11 - IRI for all 2nd Graders
May 12 - IRI for all 3rd Graders
May 13 - ISAT's End
May 17 - D.A.R.E. Day at the Fairgrounds
May 18 - Read-in 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
May 20 - Yearbooks Will Be Distributed
May 24 - Stoddard Field Day
May 25 - Movie and Swim Day
Ridgecrest Elementary
May 9 - IRI Testing Begins
May 10 - 1st Grade Talent Show (McCandless)
May 11 - 1st Grade Talent Show (Stocking)
May 12 - 4th Grade Ice Cream Party 12:45 - 3:00 p.m. Fitness Day
May 16 - D.A.R.E. Day at the Fairgrounds
May 19 - Mrs. Warren's Play at 12:45 p.m.
May 20 - Reading Challenge Celebration
May 23 - 2nd Grade Talend Shows
May 23 - 1st Grade McCandless - Kite Flying
May 24 - 1st Grade End of Year Celebration at Airport Park
May 24 - 2nd Grade AR Party at Park
May 25 - 1st Grade Walking Field Trip
May 25 - 3rd - 5th Grade AR Carnival
May 27 - Award Assemblies and Talent Show
Stalker Elementary
May 9 - 12 CBM Testing Grades 4-5, IRI Testing Grades 1-3
May 13 - CBM Testing Grades 4-5
May 13 - 4th Grade Field Trip at 9:15 a.m.
May 17 - D.A.R.E. Day
May 19 - 1st grade Field Trip Day at 9:00 a.m.
May 20 - 3rd grade Field Trip Day at 8:20 a.m.
May 20 - 2nd Grade Field Trip Day at 8:30 a.m.
May 24 - AR Store Grades 1-5
Wapello Elementary
May 9 - Talent Show Auditions
May 11 - Lego Festival in the Afternoon
May 12 - Last Day of the After School Program
May 12 - 4th Grade Fishing Day
May 16 - 4th Grade Rendezvous
May 16 - 3rd Grade Walking Field Trip
May 17 - D.A.R.E. Day
May 17 - 4th Grade Fishing Trip to the American Falls Fish Hatchery
May 18 - 5th Grade Fishing Trip to the American Falls Fish Hatchery
May 19 - Talent Show in the Morning, 5th Grade State Fair (Presentation on States)
May 20 - Freaky Friday - Pajama day
May 23 - 4th Grade Idaho History Program
May 24 - Field Day
May 25 - School-wide Track Meet
May 26 - Final Hall of Fame 8:30 a.m.
Blackfoot Performing Arts Center
May 12 - Pawnie's School of Dance
May 13 - Assembly
May 16 - MVMS Band and Choir Concert
May 17 - School Board Election
May 18 - BHS Band and Choir Concert
May 20 - Tavachi
May 23 - Diva Dance Performance
May 26 - Graduation Rehearsal
May 27 - BHS Graduation 7:00 p.m.

Catch the Trade Winds: Consistency, Simplicity, Quality, Victory
Blackfoot School District appreciates the opportunity to work with your children every day.
It is our pleasure to be a part of their future, and for that we thank you.
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Public/Media Relations
Tom Harrington
harrt@d55.k12.id.us
Technical Support
Trish Moore
moort@d55.k12.id.us
208-782-9548
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As you have visited schools, you may have noticed a wooden suggestion box
in the principal's office. The purpose of this suggestion box is to allow parents
and patrons an opportunity to make suggestions, comments, or share ideas to
help our schools better meet the needs of our students. The Blackfoot School
District is expanding this opportunity by creating an electronic suggestion
box. If a patron wishes to make suggestions or comments, they need only go
to the district website at www.d55.kl2.id.us and select the link titled "Any
Question or Concern Click Here." This hyperlink will take you to my direct
email.
Please be aware that all suggestions, comments, or input will need to be
accompanied by the name and contact information of the individual who is
submitting suggestions, comments, or input. Information abusive in nature will
not be considered as valid input. All input will be directed to the correct
administrative personnel to be reviewed and answered as soon as possible.
Sincerely,

Scott L Crane, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
Dakota Cervenak, a
graduating senior, and
Morgan Gasca, a junior at
Blackfoot High School, were
the Idaho state winners of the
Skills USA Trouble Shooting
competition this Spring. The
two will represent BHS and

"We the People Goes to Washington D.C."

Idaho at the National
Competition in Dearborn,
Michigan, June 12-14,
2011. The contest is
sponsored by Ford Motor
Company and AAA. Only
one team per state
attends. At this competition
identical cars are rigged with
numerous flaws and
defects. The team who can
correctly diagnose and
correct the problems in the
shortest amount of time will
be declared the national
champion. Scholarships,
tools, and other valuable
prizes go to those who can
demonstrate automotive skills
and ability under
pressure. Mr. Worthington, a
first year Auto teacher at
BHS, will accompany the
pair. Over the years
Blackfoot has had several
teams go all the way to
nationals. Win or lose, the
experience is one these
talented students will
remember their entire lives.

Class of 2011
Valedictorian is
Multi-Talented

Top row (L-R): Shermeen Hijazi, Shaina Rawson, Karissa Bales, Ariel Pearce,
Camille Norton, Amy Porter.
Middle row (L-R): Carly Ames, Erin Adolfson, Elise Moser, Lacie Parmenter,
Brett Coles, Dallin Evans, Sheldon Moss, Mrs H. Kartchner.
Bottom row (L-R): Mitch Jensen, Gavin Bruderer, Cody Cunningham,
Marc Matsuura, Josh Burt, Justin Cannon.

For the fourth year in a row, the 'We the People' team from Blackfoot High
School crushed all comers at the state competition and represented Idaho in
the national competition. April 28 - May 4, 2011, these 20 students had
experiences they'll remember all their lives. Mrs. Kartchner said, "The
opportunity for Blackfoot High School students to compete academically at the
national level is exciting and rewarding. The students spend many hours in
and out of the classroom working with scholars, lawyers, and teachers
preparing to write and answer in depth questions regarding the Constitution,
the Bill of Rights, and national and international issues. In Washington D.C.
the students can actually see the Declaration of Independence and tour the
U.S. Capitol. 'We the People' is an educational experience which provides
students with hands-on application and the ability to demonstrate their
knowledge in both written and spoken formats."

Congratulations To Our Newest School Board Member
Daniel Burt was the Class of
2011 Valedictorian. Daniel
was one of only four
trombone players chosen
from our five state region to
be in the All Northwest
Band. Congratulations to this
academic scholar and
outstanding musician.

BHS Student Places
3rd at State

Mrs. Jenny Hong waged a furious campaign to
become the newest School Board member
representing Zone 2. Mrs. Hong has had two sons
graduate from Blackfoot High School and still has
two daughters in the system. Her goal is to make
sure District #55 is always a place we can be proud
of.
Being a member of the School Board is a huge
responsibility. The only compensation for long hours
is the satisfaction in knowing that you have made a
difference for the students in our district.
Congratulations, and thank-you for your service!
Appointed School Board Member, Scott R. Reese, was elected to make the
job permanent for Zone 3. Mr. Reese was appointed to fill a vacancy that

occurred early last spring, and has done an admirable job thus far. Thanks
also to you Mr. Reese for your willingness to serve.
Good luck to both!

Kiah Brown receives a
bouquet of flowers from her
long time vocal teacher Mrs.
rd
Susan Mann. Kiah placed 3
in the state as a Mezzosoprano at the Idaho State
Solo Contest.

Changes in Driver
Education in the
Blackfoot School
District
With the retirement of
Mr. Humpherys, there were
some changes at Blackfoot
High School. Mr. Hale, who
formerly taught Driver
Education, Health, and P.E.
during the school day, will no
longer be teaching Driver
Education as a class. What
that means for incoming
freshmen is that each will be
able to take five classes and
Driver Education.
Mr. Harrington, director of
Driver Education said,
"Additionally, we'll be having
our first ever summer Driver
Ed program. Beginning
July 11, for students who
have gotten a Driver Ed.
permit, they can choose to
complete DE before school
starts. Mr. Hale will teach the
class each week day
from 7-9 p.m. The reason for
the late hour is so students
and their families can work or
do family activities without
interruption. The class will
cost $84. Students who had
pre-enrolled for Driver
Education when it was
offered as a regular class will
have that class replaced with
one of the electives each
student has
chosen. Schedules may be
picked up at regular
registration (Seniors in the
a.m., Juniors in the p.m. on
th
August 16 ; Sophomores in
the a.m., and Freshmen in
th
the p.m. on August 17 .)"

Request to Change
Name

Looking at Graduation 2011
There are currently 240 seniors in the class of 2011. Some of those students
have not been able to pass all three ISAT exams, a state requirement to
graduate, and were subsequently placed on an "Alternate Route to
Graduation."
The three ISAT areas are Math, English, and Reading. If a student has not
passed one or more of those subject areas, he or she will be placed on an
alternate route which is a contract with certain conditions. One condition is
that the student must attend the half hour CPR class (every Tuesday to
Friday) until the ISAT is passed. Additionally, the student must continue to
take classes in the deficiency area. For example, if a student has not shown
proficiency in English, that student will take additional English classes which
will hopefully prepare him or her to pass the English exam the next time it
comes to a testing window.
Ms. Johnson, BHS Counseling Department Chair, reported that though there
are 55 seniors on an alternate route, that number is down about 10 from last
year. An explanation for the improvement is believed to be the 30 minutes the
student must spend in CPR (Credit, Progress, Recovery) where he or she can
study concepts related to passing the ISATs or completing assignments for
other classes required to graduate. Mrs. Jackson, counselor, said the
students seem more motivated to pass, now that they have some time to
really focus on the exams. "They don't feel so overwhelmed. Having a longer
lunch has also been an incentive."
It should also be understood that our special needs students, and our LEP
(Limited English Proficient) students are included in the 55 total.
Also worthy of note is the group of 42 Hispanic students who graduated with
the class of 2011. Mrs. Christina Alvarez said this is the largest graduating
class of Hispanic students in the school's history. At a special reception for
these graduates, Mrs. Alvarez encouraged the students to remember their
heritage and keep their language. "Be proud of who you are."

Blackfoot School District Honors Retirees
Mr. Brian Barlow has been a science teacher at Blackfoot
High School for 29 years. As a wrestling coach he and coach
Taylor have earned 4 state championships in wrestling. The
first group coach Barlow told about his retirement was his
wrestlers.
An avid hunter and fisherman, coach Barlow will have plenty
of time to go after the big ones.

At the May 17, School
Board meeting a group of
school teachers and their
supporters presented to the
Board a request to change
the name of I. T. Stoddard
Elementary School to Chris
Gardner Elementary
School. Wendy Scott,
spokesperson for the group
explained that the move was
to honor Mr. Gardner who
had served as the principal of
Stoddard Elementary School
for 19 years. The group was
quick to explain that the move
was not intended to
disparage the contributions
"Rip" Stoddard had made to
the district, but most of the
people now living in the
community never knew
him. An update seemed to
be in order. The Stoddard
family was opposed to the
name change and stated that
they believed, when the
name was given to the
school, it would remain in
perpetuity. The Board chose
to table the motion for further
study.

Mr. Richard Baugh has retired from the district after 15 years at
Independence Alternative High School. Mr. Baugh taught language arts and
social studies.

Energy Conservation
Award Presented to
Blackfoot School
District #55

One final joke! Why do chicken coops only have two doors? Because if they
had four doors, they would be chicken sedans.

As was recently reported in
the Morning News, Blackfoot
School District #55 was
recognized for an ambitious
effort to conserve
energy. Mr. Mark Kartchner
surveyed all of the school
district buildings and then
made recommendations
about where energy could be
saved. In light of soaring
energy prices, conservation
could represent a significant
savings to the district. With
frequent reminders about
turning off lights when we
leave the classroom, and
turning off appliances, etc.
during the weekend, the
district was able to cut back
nearly 23% on energy
bills. As energy conservation
become a habit, we'll
continue to see savings.

Mrs. Jackie Birch is retiring from Blackfoot School District
where she has served for the last 23 years as a speech
language pathologist.

Mary Ellen Braithwaite (Cope) has been
in the Blackfoot School District for 31 years. Over that
time she has been a first grade teacher, a third grade
teacher, a principal, and a Title I teacher. Before coming
to Blackfoot Ms. Braithwaite spent two years as a Teacher
Corps Intern in Arco, and three years as a fifth and sixth
grade teacher and Pep Club advisor in Leadore. She was
also a second and fourth grade teacher for three years in
Terreton.
When asked what her pleasant memories have been she said, "My most
pleasant memories all involve people. This includes District employees,
parents and other family members of our students, my extended school
building family, and our wonderful students. Thinking about the interactions
I've had with them always makes me smile."

Mrs. Carol Dansie has retired from teaching at Mountain View Middle
School. Mrs. Dansie taught language arts. 16 of her 17 years in public
education were here in Blackfoot.
Mrs. Linda Dunbar has most recently been in charge of
federal programs for the district. Among her many hats are
also LEP/Migrant programs, and writing grants. Mrs.
Dunbar has been in the Blackfoot School District for 23 of
her 36 years of service. Mrs. Dunbar states "Education has
been my life's work. It is a profession that you can put your
heart and soul into. Helping students to succeed is what I
have strived to do as a teacher and an administrator."
Mrs. Marsha Elison has thrown out her last bag of trash for the Blackfoot
School District. Mrs. Elison worked in the district as a custodian over the last
22 years. Most recently she was employed at the District Office.

Mr. Tom Harrington has been a school administrator for 22
years serving as an assistant principal. For the 17 years
previous to coming to Blackfoot in 1989, I taught school at
Rigby High School in Rigby, Idaho (15 years), and Paradise
Valley High School in Phoenix, Arizona (2 years). That is a
total of 39 years.
Favorite memories have been seeing my three oldest children
graduate from BHS, and attending band and choir concerts, debate

tournaments, watching football, basketball, wrestling, and soccer games, and
hundreds of school dances.
Memories I'll never forget: I have made some great friendships with teachers
at the middle school, high school, and among the other administrators in the
district. It was glorious to be a Bronco when we were crowned State
Champions in Debate (too many to count), Football (twice), Wrestling (4
times), Tennis (Michael Cherney), and lots of individual track stars.
Picture Caption: District
Facilities Coordinator Hal
Silzly, Ed Graff, District
Energy Director Mark
Kartchner

Mrs. Deborah Hopkins (aka the "Voice of the Broncos"
assistant, Debbie) has been in the Blackfoot School District 23
of her 24 years in education. She has served as a Title I
reading teacher at Groveland Elementary School.

Quick Links
Blackfoot School
District #55 Website
U.S Dept of Ed
Idaho State Dept of
Education

Mrs. Connie Horvath has been an administrative assistant
at the district office for the last 22 years. Her major
responsibilities are in the finance office keeping all of the
accounts balanced. Connie will stay on board until
September so she can get her replacement off on the right
foot.

Nicki Jackson has been in the district for 33 years. Over
the last several years she was the person you spoke with
when you called the district office.

Mr. Blaine McInelly served the last five years of his 33 years as the principal
of Blackfoot High School. He had previously been the principal at Teton High
School for 15 years and Mackay High School before that. An avid fisherman
and hunter, Mr. McInelly truly enjoyed the outdoors. Health concerns made
Mr. McInelly decide to retire earlier than he had intended, but he has many
happy memories from BHS.

Tina Neihart has worked in the Blackfoot School
District for 13 years. For all 13 of those years she
has been a custodian at BHS. When asked what
her most pleasant memories are she said, "Time
spent with the kids." Future plans
include: spending more time with her three kids,
and three grandkids. One of her children lives in
Pocatello, one lives in Arizona, and the third lives in
Wyoming. Tina began on the night crew but was
later changed to morning which starts at 6:00
a.m. "I like the day shift better because I like to be around the kids." Tina's
advice for doing her job, "Have a lot of patience."
Mrs. Linda Payne has served her last lunch to the students at Stoddard
Elementary School. Mrs. Payne worked in the food service program for 10
years.

Debra Romrell has taught in the Blackfoot School District for
33 years. Thirty one of those years were in the second grade.
"I love eight year olds!" When asked what her favorite
memories will be she said, "When I have really worked hard to
help a student who is having trouble with reading, math, or
even behavior issues, and in the end have seen that child
really succeed. I also treasure the times when a child has
shared, "Ms. Romrell, I want to be a teacher just like you.""I'm
selling my house here and moving to Richland,Washington. I
will be living with and taking care of my dad, who is not in good
health."
Mrs. Wendy Scott is retiring from her position as a 5th
grade teacher at Stoddard Elementary School. Mrs. Scott
has been with the district for 36 years. She has taught all
her years in the same classroom. "I have taught well over
1000 fifth graders. It's rewarding when an adult stops me
and tells me who they are and that they remember
something from fifth grade. Future plans, "First of all, I plan
to learn to sleep in! I hope to spend more time with my
grandchildren. I hope to have a long
retirement!"

Mary Spinner is retiring as a counselor at Mountain View
Middle School where she has spent 35 of her 38 years in
education. Mary says she's going to spend more time
gardening, reading, and enjoying retirement.

Mrs. Lois Steiskal "My thirty year career in education has
been rich, challenging and rewarding. It has been a journey
that has taken me across the continent. I started out teaching
First Grade for a year in the pine barrens of New Jersey after
earning my BA in Kindergarten Primary Education (K-8) from
Glassboro State College, New Jersey (now Rowan
University). Marriage and a move to Pocatello, Idaho led me
to the Learning Laboratory at Idaho State University where I
helped set up one of the public pre-schools. Public
Kindergartens were not yet established in Idaho. Then I continued on to
Blackfoot and again taught First Grade in Wapello Elementary for three
years. Next came the Irving Kindergarten Center experience where I taught
afternoon Kindergarten for two years. Switching gears, I was a Paraprofessional at I.T. Stoddard in the Title 1 Reading program for a semester
before going to Fort Hall Elementary to teach Chapter 1 Math. My next
assignment at Ft. Hall was morning and afternoon Kindergarten. When
Kindergarten was changed to an all day program, I helped with its
implementation. The last step in my career was a move to Mountain View
Middle School where I taught Sixth Grade for a year before moving to our
present location at Blackfoot Sixth Grade School where I've been for the last
19 years.
In all my experiences I've learned that children are the same no matter where
they live. They all have the same basic needs, desires, and hopes. It is our
job as educators to help them along the way as much as we can. Yes, every
child can learn, but not necessarily at the same rate or at the same time as
everyone else. We are all individuals who need the human interaction of a

kind and caring teacher. I've enjoyed the children and watching them grow."
Mrs. Valerie Watson is retiring from public education after teaching in our
district for 33 of her 34 years. Mrs. Watson most recently taught second
grade at Stoddard Elementary School.

Mrs. Vickie Watt will retire from her teaching position at the
Blackfoot Sixth Grade School where she taught Reading,
English, and Study Skills. Vickie has been a teacher in the
district for 21 years.

Mrs. LeeAnne Wood is retiring from Ridge Crest Elementary School after
teaching fifth grade in the Blackfoot School District for 18 of her 22 years in
public education.
Thank you for years of dedicated service to the Blackfoot School
District. Good Luck in your future endeavors.
You will be missed!

Catch the Trade Winds: Consistency, Simplicity, Quality, Victory
Blackfoot School District appreciates the opportunity to work with your children every day.
It is our pleasure to be a part of their future, and for that we thank you.
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